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THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko) took the Chair at 2.00 pm, and read prayers.

TELEVISION STATIONS . FILE FOOTAGE, UPDATING APPROVAL
THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): I advise members that I have approved of the television
stations updating their file footage. Vision only will be taken and no sound will be
recorded. The cameras will be present between 2.10 and 2.25 pm today.

MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT - MEMBER FOR GLENDALOUGH
Lawrence, Dr Carmen, Resignation - Vacancy, Issue of Writs

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): I advise that on 14 February I received a letter from
Dr Carmen Mary Lawrence resigning as member for the electoral district of
Glendalough. On 17 February 1994 I caused a writ to be issued to supply a vacancy for
the district of Glendalough and the relevant dates were: The issue of writs, 17 February
1994; close of nominations. 24 February 1994; and polling day, 19 March 1994.

STATE PARLIAMENTARY LABOR PARTY - LEADERSHIP CHANGES
THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): In calling the Leader of the Opposition to announce the
changes to the leadership of the State Parliamentary Labor Party I offer him my
congratulations on attaining the high office of leader of the State Parliamentary Labor
Party.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [2.05 pm]: I advise the House
that the Labor caucus elected me as leader of the State Parliamentary Labor Party and,
therefore, the Leader of the Opposition in this place. The member for Armadale was
elected deputy leader of the State Parliamentary Labor Party and, therefore, the Deputy
Leader of the Opposition in this place. A change in seating arrangements has occurred
because of those decisions.

GLENDALOUGH - CORRECT PRONUNCIATION AND HISTORY
THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): While waiting on the Premier I noted the remarks that
were made about my pronunciation of Glendalough. When I first became Speaker last
June I received a great deal of research material from a concerned citizen - I am sure that
the previous Speaker received the same material - in which he put a case for the correct
pronunciation of Glendalough. I requested that further inquiries be made and I will read
to the House the information I have been given relating to the history of the name of
Glendalough -

The electoral district name of Olendalough is derived from the suburb in the
district.
Information provided by the Geographic Names Branch of the Department of
Land Administration indicates chat the name of the suburb, Glendalough, was
proposed by the Perth Road Board (now City of Stirling) on 17 December 1951
and that name was approved by the State Nomenclature Advisory Committee on
30 July 1954.
The name is taken from the Parish of Glendalough, a name designated for the area
by the Catholic Church before 1898. The parish was named after a famous
Catholic centre in Ireland in the County of Wicklow. A hermitage was
established there in the 7th Century by Saint Kevin.
Glendalough means "valley of the two lakes" and the name is correctly
pronounced "Glen-d-lock". The Australian Concise Oxford Dictionary refers to



the word laugh" pronounced "Ink" meaning lake or arm of set. It is significant
that Cilendalough in Western Australia is situated between Lake Monger and
Herdsman Lake.
Bloomsbury's Dictionary of Place Names in the British Isles has the following
note about Glendalough:
"Glendalough (Wicklow): a picturesque glen west at Wicklow (south of Dublin)
popular with the tourists. Its name means 'valley of the two lakes' these being the
straightforwardly named Upper Lake and Lower Lake. The Irish form of the
name is Gleann Da Loch (da is two)."

MIN4ISTRY . CHANGES, FROM 25 JANUARY 1994
Ministers' Representation in Other House and Portfolios List Tabling

MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [2.07 pm]: I take this opportunity to inform
members of the following changes to the Ministry which came into effect from 25
January 1994.-

1. Hon Richard Fairfax Court, B Corn, MLA
Premier~ Treasurer Minister for Public Sector Management; Federal
Affairs; Tourism

2. Hon Colin James Barnett, M Ec, MLA
Minister for Resources Development; Energy;, Leader of the House in the
Legislative Assembly

3. Hon Samuel George Ernest Cash, JP, NRC
Minister for Mines; Lands; Minister assisting the Minister for Public
Sector Management; Minister assisting the Minister for Resources
Development; Leader of the Government in the Legislative Council

4. Hon Cheryl Lynn Edwardes. B Juris, LL B, BA, MLA
Attorney General; Minister for Women's Interests;, Parliamentary and
Electoral Affairs
Effective from 1 March 1994

5. Hon Kevin John Minson, B DSc, NRA
Minister for the Environment; Disability Services; Minister assisting the
Minister for Fisheries

6. Hon Kennon Richard Lewis, MLA
Minister for Planning; Heritage; Minister assisting the Minister for
Transport

7. Hon Antony Kevin Royston Prince, LL B. MLA
Minister for Aboriginal Affairs; Housing

8. Hon Robert Gerald Pike, MLC
Parliamentary Secretary to the Premier Treasurer, Minister for Public
Sector Management; Federal Affairs; Tourism.

I also take this opportunity to table the Ministers' representation in the other House and
the allocation of portfolios list for the information of members.
[See paper No 929.]

MOTION.- CONDOLENCE
Hearmnan, John Merrifield

MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) [2.10 pm]: I move -

That this House records its sincere regret at the death in February this year of Mr
John Merrifield Heannan and tenders its deep sympathy wo his family.

Mr Hearman, who was the Speaker of this House between 1959 and 1968, was born in
Mortlake, England and migrated to Western Australia as a child. He was educated at
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Guildford Grammar School and began fanning at Donnybrook in August 1930. During
the war Mr H-earman served with distinction in the 2/16th Battalion in the Middle East,
and later in New Guinea, Borneo and Celebes, rising to the rank of major.
He joined the Donnybrook branch of the Liberal Party in 1946, and was elected to the
seat of Blackwood in March 1950. Before serving for nine years as Speaker of this
House, Mr Hearman was Deputy Chairman of Committees between 1957 and 1959, and a
member of the Standing Orders Committee between 1956 and 1959. In 1951 he was
appointed chairman of an honorary royal commission inquiring into the effect of the
application of lime with super upon the fertility of the soil. At the end of his nine years
as Speaker, Mr Hearman was made a Companion of the Order of St Michael and St
George.
On behalf of the Government I extend to his wife Jean and to his family our sincere
sympathy, and acknowledge the contribution Mr Heannan made to this Parliament and to
the people of Western Australia.
I met John Hearman when I was a young boy. My father was a member of Parliament
and often travelled to Donnybrook, and it was not uncommon for us to stay with the
Hearmans at their home in Donnybrook. Until the day he died John Heannan remained
very actively interested in politics. In fact, some of our members might say he was too
actively interested, because he was prone to ring people on a daily basis to provide advice
on how different issues should be handled. He was an extremely knowledgeable man on
the procedures of this Parliament. He certainly had a terrific respect for the position of
Chair, which he held for some years, and had tremendous pride in his knowledge of the
standing orders and the operations of this Parliament. He was fiercely supportive of the
agricultural industries from his particular region, and it was to his credit that be
maintained an active interest in the community until the day he died, even though he had
considerable physical pain and towards the end of his life had had both legs amputated.
John Hearman was a fine man and a fine representative serving in this Parliament. We
thank his family for allowing this man to make the contribution he did to public life.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [2.13 pm]: The Opposition
joins with the Premier in his remarks on the passing of Mr Hearnian. The brevity of my
remarks should not be taken as any indication of the sincerity with which we support this
motion. He was undoubtedly held in very high regard throughout his parliamentary
career. He held the position of Speaker with a great degree of distinction and, as the
Premier said and 1 know full well myself, he took an active interest in politics long after
he was finished in this House. He had a very distinguished career in the armed services
and in many ways those days have come to an end as far as this Parliament is concerned.
He was one of those special people who went on from his Army career to become a
member of Parliament, and he made an outstanding and well respected contribution
during that period. The Opposition joins the Premier and all members of this House in
extending to Mrs Hearnan and her family our regret on his passing.
MR COWAN (Merztdin - Deputy Premier) [2.14 pm]: As Deputy Premier and Leader
of the National Party. I join with the Premier and the Leader of the Opposition in
expressing our condolences to the Hearnian family. Like all members of this House, I
was not a member of Parliament when the late John Hearman occupied that Chair or was
a member of this Parliament. However, many members on this side of the House have
felt the wrath of his pen and, on occasions, the lash of his tongue, particularly in relation
to issues dealing with the power of the Executive as opposed to the power of the
Parliament. I must confess I found his knowledge and wisdom about the need for those
powers to be clearly defined and understood, not only by members of Parliament but also
by members of the public, of great importance in shaping my views on the relationship
between the Parliament, as a Legislature, and the Executive. I also am aware that
Western Australia has lost one of its great letter writers in the late John Heannan. He
was a prolific letter writer, and his grasp of the English language was such that he was
always able to command space in the letters to the editor pages of The West Australian.
I extend my condolences and those of the National Party to the Hearman family, with the
comment that he will be sadly missed.
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DR TUJRNBULL (Collie) [2.16 pm]: I support the condolence motion regarding the
late Mr John Hearman, who was a resident of Donnybrook. I knew him for about 20
years and in that time I always found him to be a utric: disciplinarian and a strong leader
of young political activists who might be going in the wrong direction and need guidance
to go in the right direction. I will always appreciate the ins tructions he gave me on many
occasions. The occasion of his funeral was very moving and it was not until Sir Charles
Court outlined so extensively the activities of John Hearman that many of those in the
church realised what a complete man he was. He was an athlete who rowed for Australia
in the King's Cup, he was a soldier and rose to high rank in the Army during the Second
World War, and he came back to Donnybrook and became a farmer. There he operated a
very successful farm and played his part in the communicy before entering the
Parliament.
I consider it a very gneat privilege to have known John Hearman, and especially
appreciate his time and effort in making sure he passed to me many of his observations
about the political life of this State and the way it should progress, and the correctness
with which parliamentary representation should proceed. John Hearman believed, as I
do, that a parliamentarian is actually a representative of the people and that is his or her
prime job in the Parliament. I join with other members in expressing my great
admiration for John Hearman and extending my condolences to his family.
THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): I firs: me: John Merrifield Hearman in 1959 when he
became Speaker. He held that position for approximately nine years. 1-Us nickname was
"the bull"; he was a tremendously strong and resolute person - physically and otherwise.
He had a terrible accident with a farm machine one day and I believe the local record is
that had he not had such tremendous strength, he would not have survived that accident
which was to have a very significant effect on his later life.
During the war he started at the bottom and became a major. I understand the soldiers
who served under him had great belief in his strength and character as a leader of men in
the military sense. His parliamentary record is outstanding, and he was also a very
innovative farmer. I am told one of his innovations was to fertilise the uncleared bush
areas of his farm which was quite rare - if it was done at all in his time - and it had a
significant effect on the productivity of that farm in tough times. He was prepared to
take on the tough issues and was not to be swayed from his point of view. Combined
with that, and this may perhaps be a surprise wo some members, he was a kindly man.
I found in dealing with him, as a former colleague of mine said to me, that he was an
intellectual man, as well as a person of sound ideas. This man, who also had strong links
with both the community and his family, deserves the high praise of this Parliament. I
commend him to all members, and invite members and officers to stand in their places to
show silent respect for John Hearman.
Question passed, members standing.

MOTION - CONDOLENCE
Del/ar, David Peter

MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [2.21 pm]: I move -
That this House expresses its deep regret at the death of David Peter Dellar, a
former member of the Legislative Council, places on record its appreciation of his
long and devoted public service, and extends its deepest sympathy to the
members of his family.

I am well aware that Mr Dellar was a member of the Legislative Council; nevertheless, it
is appropriate on this occasion that we have the opportunity to express our sympathy to
his family. Dave Dellar, it so happens, was also a good and close friend of mine. He was
elected to North-East Province in 1963 in a by-election following the death of the then
Hon Bill Halt He shared that seat wit Jack Teahan, the Mayor of Boulder, and Eric
Heenan, a Kalgoorlie lawyer for North-East Province. Dave was over many years an
active member of the goldfields community. He was certainly active in sport. He was
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involved with the volunteer fire brigade, hockey and bike riding, and was a good gaff
player. It is interesting that his son, Stan Dollar, became a member for Lower North
Province, defeating George Brand, who had defeated Dave Dellar at the 1965 election.
As the member for that area of the Murchison, Dave Dollar travelled widely throughout
the area. He retained the respect of those people who knew him over that time right until
the end of his life. Perhaps many would say that the reason for his defeat at that election
was the closure of the Sons of Gwalia goidmine. These days. Sons of Gwalia is a very
strong and profitable company, and that goidmine has since been reopened and made into
one of the more profitable and better goldmines in this nation.
Dave Dellar was a long serving councillor of the Shire of Menzies. He was the
prospectors' delegate and a member of the Hunt inquiry into the Mining Act in 1983. He
worked as an underground miner in his youth, and in later years was manager of Atlas
Copco in Kcalgoorlie. Like Eric Heenan, Dave Dellar retained, his interest in politics
until his death. He was a highly respected and admired member of the Kalgoorlie-
Boulder branch of the Australian Labor Party, and continued to attend meetings until
1993. He was always available at election time to work on booths and help out He was
a friend and adviser to me, and I will miss him greatly.
I extend my condolences and those of the Opposition to his widow Jean and family.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Premier) (2.23 pm]: On behalf of the coalition, I join with
the Leader of the Opposition in supporting this condolence motion. David Dellar was not
known to me personally but he was a person who had a great record of service in dhe
community as a politician in the State Parliament and in local government, and in many
other areas of community service. He was a man who, like many of his generation,
fought in the Second World War to help defend this country. He had a long serving
background in the mining industry. He certainly was born and bred in that area, having
been educated at Menzies, Salmon Gums and the Western Australian School of Mines. I
join with the Leader of the Opposition, who knew this man personally and the
contribution that he made not only to politics but also to the community, in supporting
this motion, and we extend our sympathy to his wife Jean and family.
MR GRILL (Eyre) (2.24 pm]: I join in this condolence motion to the wife and family
of Dave Dellar. I knew Dave for over 20 years. He was a friend of mine. He gave me
advice on many occasions when I was a young parliamentarian, and throughout his life
he remained an active person for the community and in particular for the eastern
goldfields. He was an eastern goldflelder. He had a great love for and understanding of
the eastern goldfields and represented a large part of it in the Shire of Menzies until he
died. People might say that he was a fairly ordinary bloke, and I suppose that is true, but
he had a number of achievements throughout his life, which the Leader of die Opposition
has outlined.
I remember him affectionately as a person upon whom I could always rely, who gave me
good advice over the years and who always remained true to his ideals. There was
absolutely no hint of hypocrisy about Dave Dellar. He remained true to his beliefs, as
they were formed as a young man, right throughout his life. He remained true to the
Labor Party. People go in and out of the Labor Party and other political parties from time
to time. Dave Dollar joined the Labor Party as a young man, probably while he was an
underground miner. He remained a member of the Labor Party until the day he died,
attended meetings regularly, and had a family who thought the same way. I knew
elements of his family particularly well. He can be very proud of his family.
One of my great regrets is that at the time of his funeral I was in the Eastern States and
unable to attend the ceremony; nonetheless, I will always remember Dave Dellar. He
was a good parliamentarian while he was in this place, a great representative for the
eastern goldfields, a wonderful gentleman, and someone of whom his wife and family
can be very proud.
Question passed, members standing.
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PARLIAMENTARY OFFICERS - ROBINSON, DAVID AND
WILLIAMS, KIRSTEN, MARRIAGE

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): The two condolence motions were obviously matters of
solemnity. I advise members on a different note that two weeks ago. two of our
parliamentary officers, David Robinson and Kiren Williams, were married.
[Applause.]
The SPEAKER: Kirsten would now like to be known as Ms Kirsten Robinson.

PETITION - MOTOR VEHICLE REGISTRATIONS, $50 LEVY
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [2.28 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned people of Western Australia wish to express our concern of
the illegality of the Government's introduction of a fifty dollar levy on all vehicle
registrations. We also wish to express our concern about the equity of changes to
the Common Law rights of citizens under the third party insurance damage
claims.
We therefore call on the Government to:
a). abolish the fifty dollar levy on all vehicles because it is illegal;
b). follow the correct processes in setting Third Party Vehicle Ensurance

premiums;
c). reconsider changes to Common Law rights under third party insurance

damage claims and to improve the effect on women at home, children, the
unemployed, the retired and pensioners.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 44 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 236.]

PETITION - WATER ACCOUNTS, PAYMENT CARD
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [2.30 pm): I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned people of Western Australia request that the Minister for
Water Resources issue a card to enable users to pay instalments toward their
water account, similar to the SECWA energy payment card.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 93 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 237.]

PETITION - ROCKY GULLY PRIMARY SCHOOL, CLOSURE OPPOSITION
MR CUNNINGHAM (Marangaroo) [2.31 pm]: I present the following petition -
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To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned:-

* totally oppose the closure of the Rocky Gully Primary School.
* call on the Minister for Education to consult with local people, parents and

school before he makes such important and vital decisions affecting our
community.

* as a matter of urgency call on the Minister for Education to maintain the
Rocky Gully Primary School for the benefit of local families and the
community.

Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 374 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that die petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 238.1

PETITION - OSBORNE PARK HOSPITAL, SENIOR NURSING POSITIONS
ABOLITION

MS WARNOCK (Perth) 12.32 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
The new District Management structure released saw the abolition of senior
nursing positions at Osborne Park Hospital. The nurses have great concerns that
no consultations had occurred as deemed necessary according to Nurses
Consolidated Award 1990. These changes will have a grave impact on the
nursing profession and the ability to provide quality patient care to the public
community may have to be compromised.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 209 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 239.]

PETITION - CITY OF PERTH RESTRUCTURING ACT, AMENDMENT
MS WARNOCK (Perth) [2.33 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned, being residents and/or ratepayers of the area of East Perth
bounded by Summers Street, the Swan River, and the north easterly boundaries of
the properties on the north easterly side of Gardiner Street and East Parade ("the
Area") by this petition pray for the amendment of the City of Perth Restructuring
Act No 38 of 1993 so as to alter and adjust the boundaries of the adjoining
districts of the City of Perth and the Town of Vincent so as to sever the Area from
the Town of Vincent and annex the Area to the City of Perth so that the
boundaries of the District of the City of Perth are as described in the schedule
hereto.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.
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The schedule is not included in the petition. To summarise the contents of the schedule,
the boundaries are as described in schedule I of the City of Perth Restructuring Act but
with the addition of the East Perth area described above.
The petition bears 104 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 240.]

PETITION - ROAD TRAINS, MET ROPOLITAN AREA, OPPOSITION
MR HILL (Helena) [2.34 pmj: I present the following petition -

To: The H-onourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned request:-
I1. There be no road trains permitted in the Metropolitan area.
2. All road train trials in the Metropolitan area forthwith cease.
3. The bulk carriage of goods in the Metropolitan area be by safe and

efficient co-ordination of road and rail.
4. Road safety be given top priority.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 206 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 241 .]

PETITION - FISHING, TWO ROCKS MARINA, FREE AND LAWFUL
TRADE

MR W. SMIT H (Wanneroo) [2.35 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We the undersigned seek support for professional fishermen and processors and
all other business involved in our export industry and the general public to have
free and lawful trade within the Two Rocks Marina without prejudice, and
accessible by the WA Govt.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 1 367 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 245.]

PETITION - RETAIL MOTOR VEHICLE INDUSTRY TRADING HOURS,
UNCHANGED

MR W. SMITH (Wanneroo) [2.36 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
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We the undersigned state our total opposition to any alteration of retail trading
hours which are currently prescribed for the Retail motor Vehicle Industry, and
ask that they remain unchanged following the review of trading hours presently
being conducted by the Government.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 22 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of the
Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 242.1

PETITION - RETAIL TRADING HOURS, DEREGULATION OPPOSITION
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [2.37 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undermentioned petitioners wish to express our opposition to the
wholesale deregulation of trading hours in Western Australia in that it will lead to
the demise of hundreds of small businesses, the loss of many jobs, reduced leisure
and sporting options for families, and ultimately the loss of choice for consumers,
particularly those whose mobility is restricted by age or disability.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 2 067 signatures and I certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
(See petition No 243.]

PETITION - POKER MACHINES IN SPORTING AND COMMUNITY CLUBS
MR BOARD (Jandakor) [2.38 pm]: I present the following petition -

To: The Honourable the Speaker and members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in Parliament assembled.
We, the undersigned are deeply concerned at the lack of recognition by
Parliament of the vital role played in the community by sporting and community
clubs.
The financial viability of many clubs cannot be improved under the present legal
restrictions on revenue raising avenues available.
Therefore with a view to allowing clubs to install poker machines we strongly
urge that the agreement between the Government and the Burswood Island
Casino be renegotiated as a matter of urgency.
These machines are now approved for clubs in all other mainland States of
Australia and place this Stare's sporting codes at a serious disadvantage in
competitions at a National level.
Your petitioners therefore humbly pray that you will give this matter earnest
consideration and your petitioners, as in duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears 2 464 signatures and [ certify that it conforms to the standing orders of
the Legislative Assembly.
The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be brought to the Table of the House.
[See petition No 244.]
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VISITORS - PRESIDENT WEDEMEIER OF BUNDEST RAT, WIFE AND
PARTY

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): I draw the attention of members to some visitors in die
Speaker's Gallery. Rarely do we have such a distinguished member of Parliament
visiting this House. The visitors are President Wedemeier of the Bundestrat - die
equivalent to our Senate - in the Federal Republic of Germany, his wife and party.
President Wedemeier is also the Premier of the German State of Bremen. I welcome the
visitors to this Parliament.
[Applause.]

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT - MINISTER FOR ENERGY
Collie Power Station Project, Contract Negotiations Concluded

MR CJ. BARNETT (Cottesloe - Minister far Energy) [2A46 pm]: I am pleased to
advise the House that contract negotiations for the Collie power station project have been
satisfactorily concluded. A 300 MW coal fired power station will be constructed at
Collie by a consortium of Asea Brown Boveri Pty Ltd and Itochu Corporation.

Points of Order
Mr RIPPER: It is a misuse of brief ministerial statements to raise matters of such
importance. Provision exists for a 20 minute ministerial statement followed by a
response by the Opposition. Mr Speaker, you should ask the Minister whether he should
be using the provision of a brief ministerial statement.
Mr TAYLOR: I am stunned that on die first day back in Parliament die Government,
which says it will be accountable to the people of Western Australia, and the Minister for
Energy are using the device of a brief ministerial statement on this matter! He knows
that this is a totally inappropriate parliamentary device to announce -this is only the start
of the Minister's troubles; he can be sure of that - a project involving half a billion dollars
of taxpayers' funds. This device provides no opportunity of reply for the Opposition, and
the Minister is too cowardly to do it in any other way. If the Minister for Energy wanted
to do things properly, he would make a full ministerial statement, and provide the
Opposition with notice and an opportunity to respond. On this issue, as on all energy
issues, the Minister is running away fast
The SPEAKER: T'here is no point of order.

Ministerial Statement Resumed

Mr CJ. BARNETIT: A turnkey contract negotiated between die consortium and the State
Energy Commission of Western Australia has been agreed to by the Government The
contract value was set at $575m as at October 1993; however, as a result of the
subsequent appreciation of the Australian dollar, the value of the contract as at March
1994 is $560m. The contract value has been independently assessed by Pacific Power
International and by a former senior executive of the Queensland Electricity
Commission.
The power station will be owned by SECWA, although it is intended that a private sector
operator will be appointed. The cost of the project will be financed from SECWA's cash
flow to the order of 70 per cent, thereby avoiding any substantial additions to the overall
level of debt. The project has also been brought forward by one year, the completion
date now being December 1998. The decision to bring forward the project recognises the
strengthening of the State's economy. It is also in response to the social and economic
impact of the recent decision to cease underground coal mining in Collie.
Under the accelerated timetable, detailed engineering design will commence in
November this year with on site construction being under way during the final quarter of
1995. The project will have a peak construction work farce of about 550 people, with
approximately 3 000 direct and indirect jobs being created.
The Australian content of the project is estimated at $352m, or 61 per cent. The majority
of this work will be sourced in Western Australia with the consortium having agreed to
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use local engineering firms, subcontractors and workers. In addition, a countrnrade
obligation has been negotiated to the value of $60mn. This obligation, which was dropped
from the previous project proposal, has die effect of raising the total Australian content to
in excess of 70 per cent.

This project has had a long and contentious history. As long ago as March 1989 the
previous Government sought worldwide expressions of interest in a 600 MW coal fired
power station. In just one year the coalition Government has restructured the project into
a 300 MW power station, which is both appropriate and affordable, and has concluded all
necessary negotiations.
Mr DiL. Smith: Shamne on you!
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I call on the member for Mitchell.
Mr CS. BARNEfl:, Final contrcts will be signed in the next few days. The project is
now formally committed in terms of size, design, cost and timetable.
Mr DiL. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Mitchell.
MW DiL. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Mitchell for the second
time.
Mr C.J. BARNETIT: This decision has brought to an end the years of uncertainty over
the Collie power station project. It is a good decision which provides for a needed
expansion of base load power generation capacity in Western Australia. It is a decision
which is in the interest of energy consumers.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J. BARNETI': It is also a decision which provides certainty for Collie and the
coalmining industry.
Several members interjected.
Mr Taylor- You are supposed to be delivering a short ministerial statement.
Mr CiJ. BARNETTl: It really hurts.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Taylor: It will burr you. I can assure you of that. You should not have been sitting in
that Seat. That is what I can tell you.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will come to order.

MOTION WITHOUT NOTICE - STANDING ORDERS SUSPENSION
Energy Future, Governent Failure

MR THOMAS (Cockburn) [2.55 pm]: I move, without notice -

That so much of the Standing Orders be suspended as is necessary to enable
consideration forthwith of the following motion -

That the Government be condemned for -
(a) failing to provide a clear policy blueprint for the State's energy

futur;
(b) allowing a state of insecurity and uncertainty to develop and fester

on the Collie coalfields;
(c) failing to put the down-sized 300 megawatt power station out to

10261



tender thus directly incurring significant additional capital cost
which will necessitate higher power prices for Western Australian
consumers; and

(d) by not proceeding with the 600 megawatt coal fired power station.
the Government lost the opportunity to create economies of scale
which could render the coal option uncompetitive for the
foreseeable future.

it is necessary to suspend standing orders to enable this House to entertain the motion
foreshadowed in this motion because the Minister has just grossly misused the standing
orders. I was a member of the Standing Orders Committee when we brought in the
concept of short ministerial statements, at the request of the then Opposition. It was
brought to the Standing Orders Committee by the then member for Albany who
complained that the then Government was misusing question time to make short
ministerial statements. He put a quite convincing argument that ministers often wish to
make a category of statement which is part way between the sont of statement that can be
made in answer to a short question without notice and the very significant statements
which are provided for by ministerial statements in the standing orders. Mr Speaker, I
submit to you that the matter which the Minister has just dealt with is not one which is
appropriate to be dealt with in a short ministerial statement where the Opposition does
not have the opportunity to reply. The standing orders make provision for major
statements to be made where advance notice is given to the Opposition so that it has an
opportunity to sight them and is given the right of reply. This Government has said that
it is accountable. We have before us a decision which involves expenditure in excess of
half a bilion dollars of State Government money.
Mr Court That is about what you have spent on the PICL deal.

Point of Order
Dr TURNBULL: Mr Speaker, I askc that you draw the member's attention to the fact that
he is debating the issue of the motion.
Mr Taylor: You do not like it. Why do you not come over here and support us?
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition will come to order. This sort of
point of order arises on most occasions when we deal with a motion to suspend standing
orders. It is correct that the member for Cockburn seems to have strayed into the field of
the argument that would take place if the motion were successful. However, he has been
speaking for a short time and I think that he can make some reference to the matter, so
long as it is limited and controlled. I call on the member for Cockburn to relate his
remarks specifically to the motion that standing orders be suspended so that we can
proceed with this matter. He should not debate the substance of the motion.

Debate Resumed
Mr THOMAS: A Minister can make a statement to this House in three ways. Firstly, he
can provide an answer to a contrived question.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member will resume his seat. The question about whether
it is appropriate for the Minister to deal with this matter in a brief ministerial statement is
a very important question. However, in no way do I see that it relates to this motion.
The member must, therefore, confine himself and his argument - it is an important
argument in which we all have an interest - must not be developed as part of this motion
to suspend standing orders.
Mr THOMAS: I am seeking to explain to the House why it should suspend standing
orders. If standing orders are not suspnded, the House will proceed to the next order of
business and the Minister will have announced expenditure in excess of $500m of
taxpayers' money that the Opposition regards with a great deal of concern, without the
House having had any opportunity to debate that matter. That is highly inappropriate.
The House should, therefore, suspend standing orders so that we are able to debate the
matter in a manner which is foreshadowed in the motion now before the House. It is
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appropriate, when the House is considering a motion to suspend standing orders, to
consider the nature of the announcement which has just been made by the Minister for
Energy. The Minister has announced expenditure in excess of half a billion dollars of
taxpayers' money for a project which has not been put out to tender.
Mrs Hallahan: Shame!
Mr Pendal: You gave it away for PICL What a joke!
Mr THOMAS: No doubt the Minister believes he has a good reason for doing that.
Mr Taylor: Does Harold Clough?
Mr THOMAS: However, a prominent member of the building industry, as mentioned
this morning in The West Australian newspaper, does not. It just seems to be an
absolutely outrageous misuse of standing orders that a Minister can come in here and
glibly announce that the Government has decided to spend half a billion dollars of
taxpayers'* money without putting the relevant project out to tender. That is a misuse of
the standing orders of this House. It is an abuse which is very difficult to avoid if a
Minister is of a mind to do so. Only by suspnding the standing orders can the Minister
be called to task to address the matter by way of a substantive motion to the House. As I
said, the Minister can make a statement to the House in three ways. Firstly, he can make
a very simple statement by way of a short answer to a contrived question. That is a well
established procedure which all observers of Parliament would agree happens very often,
and no doubt it will happen later this afternoon.
That is a way of dealing with a small matter. The short ministerial statement, of which
the Minister has just availed himself, was designed to fit that halfway category of a
matter of too much substance to be dealt with in answer to a question without notice, but
on the other hand not warranting the full rigmarole of a ministerial statement which gives
the Opposition the opportunity to scrutinise that statement before it is made and to reply.
This matter fits very well into that latter category, and the Minister should have made a
full ministerial statement and given the Opposition the opportunity to scrutinise that
statement and to reply to it.
Mr Coont: Do you support the new power station or not?
Mr THOMAS: I support a 600 MW power station in Collie. Why did the Premier pull
our of negotiations for a 600 MW power station and leave the State encumbered in such
a way that the Government apparently felt it had to go forward with a 300 MW project
without going to tender? Why did not the Government put it out to tender when it had
the opportunity?
Mr Court: Do you support it or not?
MW THOMAS: I answered the Premier's question. It is public knowledge that the
Government feels it is encumbered by its decision to abandon a 600 MW power station.
The SPEAKER: Order! I again urge the member for Cockburn to restrict himself to the
motion before the House. Admittedly the member has been urged on by interjection, but
his speech has been about the nature of what the debate would be if his motion were
successful. At present that is not appropriate and I urge the member to come back to the
point, otherwise I will have to think of what further action I need to take.
Mr THOM.AS: I have a problem knowing how far to stray into the substantive debate.
Thank you for your advice, Mr Speaker. It is necessary for me to allude to the serious
nature. of the subject matter involved in the motion and the implications if the House is to
know whether it should agree to suspend standing orders. The Government has failed to
put to tender the project which has just been announced by the Minister. That has taken
place in circumstances where another construction company has indicated it could
construc that project for $55m less than the price which has just been announced by the
Minister. I have done some calculations on this matter, and I can understand why the
Minister does not want to debate it. I calculate the project to be worth at least $5.5m
every yea in additional energy costs to the electricity consumers of Westerni Australia.
That is a very modest calculation as a consequence of the decision not to put this project
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out to render. Under chose circumstances it seems outrageous chat a Minister can come
into this place and glibly make a short ministerial statement which the Opposition does
not have the opportunity to scrutinise before it is made public.
Hon D.L. Smith: Or the Parliament.
Mr THOMAS: Yes, as the member for Mitchell points out, members of Parliament have
not had die opportunity to reply. If the Minister believes that my calculations are wrong,
that it will not cost electricity consumers an extra $5.5m a year, why is he running away
from debate? Why is he not prepared to suspend standing orders to debate the mattens
which are foreshadowed in the motion I have moved, and why did he make a short
ministerial statement to deliberately avoid a possibility of a reply from the Opposition? I
suspect that is the case for a number of reasons. In addition to the fact that the
Government has failed to put the project out to tender members of the Government are
well aware of the concern in certain sections of the community, particularly the Collie
coalfield community, about die impact this will have on their future. Unfortunately the
Deputy Premier does not believe it is sufficiently important to remain in the Chamber to
hear the debate, but the member for Collie well knows this decision is probably the death
knell of die coal industry on the Collie coalfield. By agreeing to increase the coal fired
generating capacity in the south west interconnected grid by only 300 MW and knowing
full well chat die life of the Bunbury power station -

The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Cockburn has moved from the motion which he
should be dealing with to the motion that is anticipated.
Mr Taylor interjected.
The SPEAKER: The Leader of the Opposition, Order!
Nit Taylor: It should not be used in this way to deal with this matter. Mr Speaker, you
should be stopping the Minister.
T1he SPEAKER: Order? I formally call to order the Leader of the Opposition. I am loath
to call the Leader of the Opposition again, but I ask him not to interject while I am on my
feeL
Mr Taylor: You know what your job is.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call the Leader of the Opposition to order for the
second time. I have given the member for Cockburn a degree of latitude. I have spoken
to hint about three times. I ask him to relate his remarks to what we have before us at the
moment.
Mr THOMAS: Thank you for your continued advice, Mr Speaker. As I explained to you
on a previous occasion when you quite properly pulled me up for having gone too far into
the substantive matter my motion foreshadows, it is necessary for me to explain to the
House the important nature of the motion I wish to move so the House can make a
decision.
The SPEAKER: Order! When you start to talk about a 600 MW or 300M W power
station you am not talking to the motion to suspend standing orders. I cannot accept it
when the member is so specific.
Mr THOMAS: I do not want to canvass your ruling, but from the point of view of the
Collie community, few matters could be more important than a 300 MW or a 600 MW
power station; it is a matter of substantial magnitude. Without wanting to canvass the
merits of the motion I wish to move, if the House suspends standing orders to allow me
to do so I wish to point out that the economic health of a community and industry is at
stake because of the addition of only 300 MW to the State's south west interconnected
grid. The Kwinana power station has the capacity to burn a substantial amount of gas
when the price is right and the Bunbury power station has a limited life so the coal
industry in Collie has a bleak future with a 300 MW power station compared with its
fuature with a 600 MW station.
Nr Speaker, it is most important that the House should suspend standing orders. It is
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difficult to think of any matter which could more gravely affect a significant community
in the State than thac which was contained in the short ministerial statement the Minister
glibly delivered to the House. He knew full well it did not afford the Opposition the
opportunity to reply and to have prior scrtiny of that statement. In addition, Mr
Speaker, the House should suspend standing orders to allow die motion which I
foreshadowed to be considered as the statement by the Minister has clearly failed to
provide a policy blueprint for the State's energy future.
Those who have followed this matter and ame aware of some of the rumours that have
been spread round town in the last couple of days about what the Minister was going to
do and about the deadline that the Minister announced for a decision on the matter by die
end of March were expecting something much more- substantial than the statement which
he has made.
Mr CJ. Barnett: I promise you a press kit.
Mr THOMAS: I do not want a press kit. I want a parliamentary debate, which is what
we have both been elected to this place for. That is what the Minister is avoiding.
Mr Taylor I have here the press kit, which is obviously "substantial". It is worth
$570m.
Mr THOMAS: Discussion has occurred recently in the Press that the Minister was going
to make a comprehensive statement outlining a blueprint of the State's energy future.
That is what the State demands. When in Opposition, the Government spoke often about
the need to reduce energy prices and for the State to have a comprehensive policy for the
future. When the previous Government was in power, there was a comprehensive policy
on the State's energy future. When this Government was elected, it changed that policy
and abandoned the cornerstone of the policy, which was for a 600 MW power station at
Collie. However, it did not replace that proposal with anything. If the Government
makes a decision to construct a 300 MW power station on a different basis from that
which was planned by the previous Government, one would expect that the decision
involving the expenditure of in excess of half a billion dollars of taxpayers' money would
be contained in a comprehensive statement which addressed nor only that power station
but also where it fitted into the big picture. A power station on its own does not represent
a policy; it represents one element of a policy.
The Minister's statement related to a decision to construct a 300 MW power station, its
price, who will build it and who will own it. That does not constitute a policy. I anm
disappointed. Recently a newspaper reported that the Minister, Colin Barnett, would be
making a comprehensive statement on the energy policy. I was looking forward to that
statement because I wanted to debate the energy policy with the Minister. Thke current
Opposition in Government had a comprehensive energy policy, which the Government
has abandoned. It abandoned the 600 MW power station which was the cornerstone of
the previous Government's energy policy, but it has not replaced it with anything.
Dr Turnbull interjected.
Mr THOMAS: Hark, I hear the member for Collie. I would like to know what the
member is going to do.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I ask members to cease the level of conversation and
interjection. It is almost impossible to hear the member for Cockburn.
Mr THOMAS: I put to the House that a very important and substantial announcement
has been made by the Minister and the House should not allow that announcement to
pass without the opportunity for it to be debated. In the past 18 minutes I have alluded to
several heads which constituted that important matter. The House would be remiss if it
allowed that statement to pass without being debated. I would like the member for Collie
to tell us how she will vote when the motion is put. Do the member for Collie and the
Deputy Premier both believe that a matter such as this should be debated?
Dr Turbuli interjected.
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The SPEAKER: Order! 'The member for Collie and the member for Fremantle!
Mr THOMAS: The Minister for Energy has stated chat Collie will have a 300 MW
power station. He has not said how that project fits into the State's energy future, or the
future of Collie. I suggest that a bleak future is implied in the announcement made by the
Minister. If the member for Collie were representing her constituents properly in this
place, she should be prepared to suspend standing orders so that a comprehensive debate
can be held on the matter. She will be remiss in her duties to her constituents if she
allows this statement by the Minister for Energy to pass without being debated.
MR CJ. BARNETIT (Cottesloc - Minister for Energy) [3.16 pm]: The Government
does not support the suspension of standing orders.
Mr Taylor: Because you want to run away, that's why.
Mr CJ. BARNETT: When members opposite were in Government -

Mr DiL. Smith interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order? The member has made his point very incisively. He does not
need to interject several times. When I call "Order! " the member should come to order.
Mr C1. BARNETT: When they were in Government, members opposite spent more than
four years on this project.
Dr Gallop: Not this project. It was a different one that you dumped against the advice of
SECWA. That is the truth. Do you know how to tell the truth? It's quite simple.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Victoria Park has made a good interjection.
He should now cease.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: After four years in Government, the Labor Party could not make a
decision. It was the outstanding example of incompetence and indecision in public
administration in Australia. It was an absolute farce by members opposite.
Mr Kobelke interjected.

Withdrawal of Remark
The SPEAKER: Order! Did I understand the member for Nollamara to say something to
the effect of "Not corrupt like you are"? If he did, I demand that he withdraw it.
Mr KOBELKE: That word has been used many times in this Parliament.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member will either withdraw or not withdraw. He should
make it clear what he is going to do.
Mr KOBELKCE: Mr Speaker, if you instruct me to, I withdraw. I hope you do the same
for speakers on the other side.
The SPEAKER: Order! If it is drawn to my attention, I will.

Debate Reswned

Mr C. BARtlETT: It is not enough for members opposite to have failed over four years
to make a decision; even today they delay. It is absolutely incredible.
Mr DiL. Smith: Don't tell lies. Tell us the truth about the contract.
The SPEAKER: Order! I believe that the member for Mitchell just said. "Don't tell
lies." I direct that he withdraw that remark.
Mr D.L Smith: I cannot withdraw the remark because I believe that is what this Minister
has done.
The SPEAKER: I name the member for Mitchell.

Motion - Suspension of Member for Mitchell

Mr CJ. BARNETT I move -

Thai the member for Mitchell be suspended from the service of the House.
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Division
Bells rung and the House divided.

Remarks during Division

Mr M. Barnett: No; you are not corrupt. I am quite sure you are not corrupt.
Several members interjected.

Result of Division
The division resulted as follows -

Ayes (28)
MrCJ. Barnet Mr Kieradi Mr W. Smith
Mr Board Mr tewis wr Strickland
Mr Bradshaw Mr Marshall Mr Trenorden
Dr Constable Mr McNoe Mr Tubby
Mr Court Mr Nicholls DrTurnbuli
Mr Cowan Mr Omodei Mrs van de. Klashorst
Mrs Edwardes Mr Osborne Mr Wiese
Dr Barnes Mr Pondsl Mr Btoffwitch (Teller)
Mr House Mr Prince
Mr Johnson Mr Shave

Noes (21)
Mr M. Ban Mr Graham Mr Riebeling
Mr Bridge Mr Grinl Mr Ripper
Mr Brown Mrs ilallahan Mr D.L. Smith
Mr Catania Mr Hill Mr Taylor
Mr Cunningham Mr Kobelke Mr Thomas
Dr Edwards Mr Marlborough Ms Warnock
Dr Gallop Mr McGinty Mr Leahy (Feller)

Question thus passed.
[The member for Mitchell left the Chamber.]

Debare Resumed
Dr Gallop: What about defending your constituents?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr CJ. BARNETT: Is this the Opposition that was going to be orderly and cooperative?
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Minister is entitled to be heard.
Mr Taylor interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition. I ask that members be allowed
to be properly heard.
Mr M. Barnett: Does he have to tell the mauth?
Mr CiJ. BARNETT: The comments by the member for Rockingham during the division
were totally inappropriate, but I will ignore them.
Dr Gallop: Tell us rte truth about the dumping of the advice on your 600 MW station.
Mr CJ. BARNETT: The Collie power station project was a fiasco in the hands of the
Opposition. It could not make a decision in four years and its members hate the idea that
a new Government can make a decision. Why is the Opposition so upset today? Why
does it want to suspend standing orders? The history of this issue is that when the former
member for Geraldton was the Minister for Energy he did not have his heart in the
project
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Point of Order
Mr THOMAS: I was questioned for canvassing the substantive subject matter which
foreshadows the motion to suspend standing orders. I tried to allude to those matters but
without actually going into the merits of the propositions, and I did a pretty good job. By
talking about the fanner member for Geraldton, the Minister is entering right into the
substantive subject matter which we will debate if standing orders are suspended. The
Minister is going too far and that should not be allowed; he should support the motion so
that we can have the debate.
The SPEAKER: Order! I find it incredible that you should say what you said. When
you read the Hansard you will see how much latitude you were given and how much you
roamed from the paint. When the member for Collie made the first interjection against
you, it was after you had spoken for three minutes. I noted the time and there were 17
minutes left. There are now 18 minutes left to the Minister. I said in my ruling that you
should be given a little time to make a point of view. You seemed to be very supportive
of my opinion at that time. There is no point of order.

Debate Resumed
Mr C.J. BARNETT: For the first time in this debate the member for Cockburn is correct;
I will bow to his great wisdom and not debate the topic. For this three week session, at
the request of the Leader of the Opposition, the Government agreed to reinstate time for
private members' business. I and my colleagues are prepared to debate the power station
issue during private members' time tomorrow. Members opposite can go away tonight
and look over the press cuttings and the grubby little history of this project. We will be
delighted to talk about it, word by word for four hours tomorrow. We will agree to
suspend standing orders and the Opposition can dream up the motion it will debate
during private members' time.
As to the use of the ministerial statement, it was out of courtesy to and respect for this
Parliament that I chose to make the announcement about the power station decision in
this place. I could have called a press conference or put out a press release any time over
the past week. Indeed, the Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd announcement by members
opposite was made at a press conference. They did not show any respect for Parliament
when they did that
Mr Taylor: Have you had a press conference? If not, will you?
Mr CJ. BARNETT.: Yes.
Mr Taylor: Will you give it the scrutiny it deserves or will you stand outside the south
entrance of Parliament as did your leader?
Mr C.J. BARNETIT: I have shown respect for this Parliament by making an
announcement here today. If members opposite wish to debate it they can use their
private members' time tomorrow. I hope they do that. There is nothing I will enjoy
more than debating the Collie power station then. My colleague, the deputy leader of the
Government, and the member for Collie look forward to it. I will barely be able to sleep
tonight, such will be my sense of anticipation. The Government does not support the
suspension of standing orders.
MR GRILL (Eyre) [3.28 pm]: I have listened to the Minister for Energy speak for
some three or four minutes. During that time he tried to put the view that this matter
should be debated during private members' time.
Mr Ripper- It is a major Government project.
Mr GR ILL.: That is exactly right - it is an important issue. The member went to the
trouble either yesterday or the day before - I am not sure which - of leaking to the Press
that he would be makting a statement some time early during this session of Parliament.
That just happened to be a little earlier than we thought. Nonetheless, the word was
around that it would be made.
His press secretary and his chief executive officers from the State Energy Commission of
Western Australa were lined up here for this statement. It is important Government
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business and deserves proper debate, not three minutes through some cheap little stunt as
seen here this afternoon. It also has important consequences for this Parliament. It has
important consequences for the Deputy Premier because he knows, I know and his
members know that this matter is leading to a deep division between the coalition
partners. The Premier and the Minister for Energy know why this matter, which the
Minister would lie us to deal with in three minutes, is leading to deep division between
them. The Opposition understands from a very good source that the Minister for Energy
is being systematically isolated within Cabinet by the Premier, by Senator Crichton-
Browne and by the Deputy Premier.
Mr Omodel:- You cannot keep a straight face.
Mr GRILL: Government Ministers are grinning, but they are forced grins. However,
some backbenchers are looking very glum indeed. Members opposite might like to
pretend that there is no division in the coalition ranks on this issue but their forced smiles
give them away. They might like to pretend that a problem is not developing between
the Premier and the Minister for Energy on this issue; but everybody else, including the
Press, knows differently.
This is a major issue not only because it is the biggest contract let by Government for a
long rime and the industrial future of this State depends on cheap coal, fuel and power,
but also because, in due course, this Government will come to grief on this issue. It is
like a submerged rock and it is worrying the Deputy Premier. He knows that it presents
him with a real problem. I would not be surprised if in the not too distant future a major
inquiry is held into the way this Government has handled this project and is handling
energy policy in this State. It is not a matter of small concern that a major Australian
contractor has run a campaign in the major newspapers in this country, including The
West Australian, against this Government for allowing this contract to be let without
going to tender. The Government, Asea Brown Boveri and Transfield know that the
Government's action is unprecedented.
Mr Court: ABB tendered when you gave it the mandate for the 600 MW power station!
You should start telling the truth.
Mr GRILL: The Premier would like the Opposition to believe, as the Minister for
Energy has tried to impress upon the media, that this 300 MW publicly funded power
station is the same animal as the 600 MW privately funded power station. It is not the
same animal and a the rhetoric by this Government on that subject will not convince
anyone that it is the same project. This 300 MW publicly funded power station is a very
different project from the 600 MW privately funded power station.
Mr Omodei: It is 300 MW less.
Mr GRILL: is that the only difference? The Minister for Local Government is showing
his naivety; he should go back to the farm.
A three minute statement for a project as important as this to which the Opposition does
not have the right to respond and the division between the coalition partners and
Government Ministers cannot be rested in any way is simply disgraceful.
Mr Nicholls: Did you make your announcements by ministerial statement or press
release? How many times did you make a major announcement without coming to the
Parliament?
Mr GRILL: I wish that when I was Minister I had the ability to make an announcement
on a project as large as this one. I would have been absolutely appalled if I had to get to
my feet in this place and make a three minute statement in which I admitted that I had
allowed a project of this importance to the State to go out to contract without going to
tender. My colleagues and the members of the coalition parties would also have been
appalled and I anm sure that the coalition parties would not have allowed me to forget it.
The truth is that over the past few months this Government has been running for cover
over this issue. Today's announcement was a mean minded attempt to make the
announcement and run for cover. However, this sort of action will not work today,
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tomorrow, next week or next month because this issue will be the albatross around the
Government's neck and it will bring it dawn.
Mr Court: It is the albatross around your neck.
Mr GRIL.L: I understand that Mr Harold Clough is an acquaintance of the Premier. Did
the Premier read the statement Mr Clough made in this morning's newspaper~ and how
does the Premier feel about it, given the fact that Mr Clough is such a luminary in the
industrial world? Mr Harold Clough said categorically that this contract was not being
let in the right manner and should go out to tender. Does the Premier feel proud that
someone of Mr Clough's standing and conservative nature is prepared to criticise the
Government on this issue? Mr Clough said that this Government was acting improperly
in the way it was going about letting this contract.
Mr Court: He did not say that. You are saying it.

Point of Order
Mr COWAN: Mr Speaker, I draw your attention to the rulings you have made in the past
about straying from the motion which, in this case, is to suspend standing orders. I think
a debate on the comments that might have been made by business persons in Perth are
not relevant to this debate.
Mr Taylor: It is very relevant.
Mr COWAN: It may be relevant to the substance, but it certainly is not relevant to the
motion to suspend standing orders and the Leader of the Opposition knows that as well as
anybody else in this place.
The SPEAKER: The member for Eyre began his remarks very strongly and was giving
reasons that this motion should succeed. I was about to make the point which was made
by the Deputy Premier. It is a difficult subject, but the member for Eyre is skilful and I
ask him to speak on the motion before die House.

Debate Resumed
N& GR ILL : I made the remarks in the fashion I did because there is considerable
community disquiet about the way the contract has been let. I suggest to the Government
that there will be considerable community disquiet if this matter is not properly debated,
especially as the Minister made it clear to the media that he would make a statement on
this issue and that it would be debated in the early part of this session. This issue should
be debated today, because the statement made by the Minister is one of a succession of
statements by him and his colleagues, including the Premier and Deputy Premier, about
this power station which are in many respects contradictory. What are the public to
believe when this Government, through its different senior spokesmen, has made
contradictory statements about this matter over a two or three year period?
The Liberal Party made it clear in its statement on power in 1992 that at all times it
supported a 600 MW power station, it believed that 600 MW of new capacity was
needed, it should be a coal fired power station, and it should be privately built and
owned. What was announced today is a 300 MW power station - a toy power station -
half the size of the original proposal, to be publicly and not privately funded. The Liberal
Party, behind the back of the National Party, is selling out to the gas interests, because
only yesterday it was made clear in The Australian Financial Review that the State
Energy Commission was planning another 300 to 400 MW of gas fired capacity at Pinjar,
and two weeks ago the Sunday Times ran the same story. 'Me now Government and then
Opposition stated in 1992 that -

In Western Australia, private funding of power generation will leave the State's
borrowing allocation, with recently imposed restrictions on the Loans Council,
available for other important infrastructure development in Western Australia.
SEC WA could also benefit by not carrying a further $1 billion in debt for the new
base load power station. SECWA's liabilities have increased from $1.79 billion
in '83494 to $3.9 billion in '88. Western Australia is in a classic start-up mode of
business and needs innovative ways to pay for growth.
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I remind the member of the motion that is before dhe
House. I was in the Chamber for some time during the early debate and I am aware of
the fact that a lot of latitude was given, but the motion is to suspend standing orders, and
it is my view that once we start to delve into the history and detail of events. we will start
to debate the issue. I ask the member to indicate to the House the reasons which should
cause the House to consider suspending standing orders.
Mr GRILL: Mr Deputy Speaker, I take the point. I made those statements merely
because I wanted to make it clear that what was said today is part of a succession of
contradictory statements. Prior to the last election, the then Leader of the Opposition
went to Collie and said that the Opposition was 99 per cent certain that it would proceed
with a 600 MW power station. After the election, it was a different story. Even in
today's statement, we had a departure from what was said about this matter a few weeks
ago, when it was indicated that the Government would commit to a 300 MW rather than
a 600 MW power station because it would be a long time before a capacity of 600 MW
would be required.
We see in today's statement a Government that is panicking about this issue and which
has realised that the power projections made by SECWA only a year ago were incorrect
and that the demand growth of only two to three per cent was way below the actual
growth. In fact, growth since that period has been 6.5 per cent. The industrial part of
that growth has been much higher, around eight per cent, and the domestic side has been
a bit lower, but it has averaged out at 6.5 per cent. We see also in the statement today,
apart from the fact that the estimated cost of the project has increased from about $500m,
as announced a year ago, to $575m, that the start up time will be 1997 and not 1999.
Mr Court: December 1998.
Mr GRILL: This Government has realised that none of' the succession of statements
which it has made has been borne out. A start up date of 1999 is incorrect, as I said here
last year that it would be. The Deputy Premier even half agreed with me, but he was not
prepared to say it.
Mr Cowan: I did agre with you.
Mr GRILL: The Deputy Premier only half agreed with me, I thought.
Mr Cowan: There: is no such thing as half; I either did or I did not, and I did.
Mr GRILL: If the Deputy Premier did agree with me then, he would certainly agree with
me now, because the start up date has changed - it has come back a year - and he would
ensure that he supported this motion to suspend standing orders and camne across here -
Mr Cowan: I will support you tomorrow.
MrGRILL: Will the Deputy Premier come across for us tomorrow?
Mr Cowan: I will not have to come across.
MrGRILL: Why?
Mr Cowan: If you are prepared to move this motion when you are in private members'
business, you can have it.
Mr GRILLI: Shall I take that as a promise from the Deputy Premier?
Mr Cowan: It is not apromise. It is what will happen. If you want to use your time in
private members' business to debate this matter, you can have it.
Mr GRILL: Iff1 move this motion tomorrow, will the Deputy Premier agree with it?
Mr Cowan: I will not agree with the motion. I will agree that you can debate it.
Mr GRILL: Is the Deputy Premier saying that he will agree with me in debate?
Mr Cowan: I will agree with you that you can debate the motion tomnorrow.
Mr GRILL: How big hearted of the Deputy Premier! In the space of about 30 seconds,
the Deputy Premier has backed out almost completely from a position where he is saying
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he will support me in the substantive motion to one where he is saying simply that he will
let us debate it. IThe problem here is that the National Party has never had the gumption
to stand up for what t believea in. The National Party has said on a number of occasions,
the most recent of which was on the Howard Sttder show, that it thinks a 600 MW power
station is the way to go and the Government should commit to it.
Mr Court: We ame getting a 300 MW power station, which is better than yours - none!
Mir GRILL: The Government may be getting theme, and I believe it will probably be
foxced to go there in the final analysis, but in the meantime it will destroy the economies
of scale in Collie and commit the people of Collie, as it committed them a few weeks
ago, to overpriced coal. The Government will not allow them to get into a new
greenfields site, because unless they get into a new greenflelds site, with the right type of
equipment and technology -

Mr Cowan: Where is Western Collieries going?
Mr GRILL: I am sorry, Mr Deputy Speaker, I am saying this in refuting these
interjections. What was the last one?
Mr Cowan: Where is Western Collieries Ltd going?
Mr GRILL : It is probably doing very nicely, thanks to the Premier and the Minister for
Energy.
Mr Cowan: Answer the question.
Mr GRILLI: If I were in the coal business and could write sweet deals like that, I would
be happy.
Mr Cowan: Tell me the name of the new mine Western Collieries will develop.
Mr GRILL: In due course, it will develop the Premier mine, but not with speed and not
with the latest technology. I have spoken to Griffin Coal Mining Co Pry Ltd, which has
the ability to produce coal for $29 and $30 a tonne, and it will probably be neither going
to a new greenfields site nor installing the new technology available.
Mr Cowan: That is not the information I have received. Your reputation in the coal
fields, my friend, is such that not many people believe you have any credibility.
Mr GRILL: The Deputy Premier may think that, but he is wrong. The Government has
locked Comle into economies of scale which are not efficient.

House to Divide
Mr BLOFF WITCH: I move -

That the question be now put.
Mr TAYLOR: On the first day of Parliament we have a member thrown out and a
disgraceful use of a brief ministerial statement, and the member for Geraldton has now
produced the gag and will not allow me to speak. If the Leader of the House thinks that
is the way to run this Parliament, he has another think coming. I will point at the Leader
of the House whether he likes it or not.
Several members interjected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! Will the Leader of the Opposition take his seat.
Mr TAYLOR: Your job, Mr Deputy Speaker, will be more difficult - it will become
impossible - as a result of dhe disgraceful behaviour of the Government!
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The job in the Chair is not easy at times.
Mrf McGinty: You should not facilitate the buffoon opposite moving the gag.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! The person in the Chair has the responsibility -

Mr McGinty: To facilitate debate, not shut it down. This should be the people's House,
used to debate this important issue!
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The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I do not intend to allow members to canvass my
ruling.
Mr McGinty: You cannot; I'm correct and you're wrong.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member for Fremantle to withdraw that
cornment; he is canvassing my ruling.
Mr Mc~inty., With respect, Mr Deputy Speaker, you have made no ruling. How can I
canvass your ruling if you have made none?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question is that the motion moved by the member for
Cockburn, that standing orders be suspended be put.

Division

Question put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (27)
Mr CJ. Barnett
Mr Board
Mr Bradshaw
Dr Constable
Mr Court
Mr Cowan
Mrs E-dwardes
Dr Hames
Mr House

Mr M. Barnett
M& Bridge
Mrfron
Mr Catania
Mr Cunningham
Dr Edwards
Dr Gallop

Mr Johnson
Mr Kicrath
Mr Lewis
Mr Marshall
Mr McNee
Mr Nicholls
Mr Omnodel
Mr Osborne
Mr Pendal

Noes (20)
Mr Grahamn
Mr Grill
Mrs Hal lalian
Mr Hill
Mr Kobelke
Mr Marlborough
Mr McGinty

Mt Prnce
Mr Shave
Mr W. Smith
Mr Trenmrden
Mr Tubby
Dr Turnbull
Mrs van de Klaorsc
Mr Wiese
Mr Blofl'wirch (Teller)

MrRiebeling
M Ripper
Mr Taylor
Mr Thomnas
Ms Warnock
Mr l~hy (Teltler)

Question thus passed.
Points of Order

Mr RIPPER: What was the motion that you just put, Mr Deputy Speaker?
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The motion was chat the question be put.
Mr TAYLOR: I do not know whether I am going deaf, but I thought I heard you, Mr
Deputy Speaker, say before the count, about 30 seconds ago, that the motion before the
House was in relation to the suspension of standing orders.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: I indicated that the motion before the House was to suspend
standing orders, and that the question was that the motion be put.
Mr TAYLOR: You said it was to suspend standing orders. Mr Deputy Speaker.
Several members inteijected.
The DEPUTY SPEAKER: The question now is whether so much of standing orders
should be suspended as would prevent the member for Cockburn from moving his
motion.

Division

Question put and a division taken with the following result -
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Ayes (21)
Mr M. Barnent Mr Graham Mr McGinty
Mr Bridge Mr Grill Mr Riebeling
Mr Brown Mrs Hallahan Mr Ripper
Mr Catania Mrs Henderson Mr Taylor
Mr Cunningham Mr Hill Mrlbosnas
Dr Edwards Mr Kobelke Ms Warnock
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Mr Leahy (Teler)

Noes (27)
Mr C.J. Banelt Mr Johnson Mr Prince
M& Board Mr Kierath Mr Shave
Mr Bradshaw Mr Lewis Mr W. Smith
Dr Constable Mr Marshall Mr Trenorden
Mr Court Mr McNee Mr Tubby
Mr Cowan Mr Nicho]ls DrTurnbull
Mrs Edwardes; Mr Omodei Mrs van de Kishorsi
Dr Harries Mr Osborne Mr Wiese
Mr House Mr Pendal Mr Bloffwitch (Teller)

Question thus negatived.

STATEMENT - DEPUTY SPEAKER
Notice Paper Adjustmzents, Former Member for Glendalough

THE DEPUTY SPEAKER (Mr Strickland): I advise the House that under the
adjustments to the Notice Paper the questions on notice from the former member for
Glendalough which were unanswered as at the last sitting day have been removed from
the Notice Paper, as have notices of motion which stood in her name. On the advice of
the Leader of the Opposition, the member for Victoria Park now appears as having
carriage of Order of the Day No 13, being the Opposition's Commission on Government
Bill 1993. This is possible because the motion for the second reading is a discrete stage
of the Bill and it has nor been moved. However, in the case of Order of the Day No 29,
which is an adjourned debate on a motion by the formner member for Glendalough in
relation to the recommendations of the Report of the Independent Commission to Review
Public Sector Finances, the McCanrey report, the name of the former member must
remain on the paper as she moved it. Should that Order of the Day come on for debate,
technically, no-one could reply. However, I will be prepared to accept advice from the
Opposition at that time about who has carriage of that Order of the Day and allow that
member to reply, which reply will close the debate. Allowing a reply in this way is
specific only to this instance and will not extend to cases where a member who moved a
motion is still a member of the House and is not present in the Chamber.

[Questions without notice taken.]

MATTER OF PUBLIC INTEREST - WITHDRAWN
Retail Shopping Hours

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): Today I received within the prescribed time a letter
from the member for Helena with regard to a matter of public interest. I will not take up
the time of the House, as l understand the member for Helena wishes to comment.
On motion by Mr Hill, resolved -

That the matter of public interest be withdrawn.
BILLS (29) - ASSENT

Messages from dhe Governor received and read notifying assent to the following Bills -
1. Rates and Charges (Rebates and Deferments) Amendment Bill 1993
2. Bee Industry Amendment and Repeal Bill 1993
3. Land Tax Assessment Amendment Bill 1993
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4. Valuation of Land Amendment Bill 1993
5. Horticultural Produce Commission Amendment Bill 1993
6. Acts Amendment (Ministry of Justice) Bill 1993
7. Mines Regulation Amendment Bill 1993
8. Meat Industry Legislation (Amendment and Repeal) Bill 1993
9. Exotic Diseases of Animals Bill 1993
t0. Environmental Protection Amendment Bill 1993
11. Planning Legislation Amendment Bill 1993
12. Disability Services Bill 1993
13. Mining Amendment Bill 1993
14. City of Perth Restructuring Bill 1993
15. Sheep Lice Eradication Fund Repeal Bill 1993
16. Western Australian Tourism Commission Amendment Bill 1993
17. Plant Diseases Amendment Bill 1993
18. Stamp Amendment Bill 1993
19. Albany Hardwood Plantation Agreement Bill 1993
20. Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill 1993
21. Acts Amendment (Department of Transport) Bill 1993
22. Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill 1993
23. Ports (Functions) Bill 1993
24. Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation Amnendme nt Bill 1993
25. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 1) 1993
26. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 2) 1993
27. Tobacco Control Amendment Bill 1993
28. Loan Bill 1993
29. Regional Development Commissions Bill 1993

BILLS (16) - RETURNED
1. Meat Industry Legislation (Amendment and Repeal) Bill 1993
2. Exotic Diseases of Animals Bill 1993
3. Environmental Protection Amendment Bill 1993
4. Planning Legislation Amendment Bill 1993
5. Plant Diseases Amendment Bill 1993
6. Sheep Lice Eradication Fund Repeal Bill 1993
7. Stamp Amendment Bill 1993
8. Albany Hardwood Plantation Agreement Bill 1993
9. Western Australian Tourism Commission Amendment Bill 1993
10. Criminal Procedure Amendment Bill 1993
11. Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation Amendment Bill 1993
12. Conservation and Land Management Amendment Bill 1993
13. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 1) 1993
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14. Loan Bill 1993
15. Appropriation (Consolidated Fund) Bill (No 2) 1993
16. Regional Development Commissions Bill 1993

Bills returned from the Council without amendment.

BILLS (2): COUNCIL'S MESSAGES
Messages from the Council received and read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Assembly to die following Bills -

1. Ports (Functions) Bill 1993
2. Acts Amendment (Department of Transport) Bill 1993

DEPUTY CHAIRMAN OF COMMITTEES
Member for Darling Range, Appointment

THE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): I advise the House that I have today nominated the
member for Darling Range as a Deputy Chairman of Committees, and released the
member for Albany from nomination as a Deputy Chairman of Committees.

STANDING COMMITTEE ON INTERGOVERNMENTAL AGREEMENTS
AND UNIFORM LEGISLATION SCHEMES

Member for South Perth, Appointment
THlE SPEAKER (Mr Clarko): On 8 February 1994 I appointed the member for South
Perth as a member of the Standing Committee on Intergovernmental Agreements and
Uniform Legislation Schemes to fill the vacancy created by the elevation of the member
for Albany to the Ministry.

BILLS (2): - WITHDRAWN FROM NOTICE PAPER
Public Sector Management Bill 1993, Acts Amendment (Public Sector Management) Bill

1993
MR CJ. BARNEIT (Cottesloe - Leader of the House) [4.37 pm]: I seek leave to
withdraw the first two Bills on the Notice Paper relating to public sector management -
the Public Sector Management Bill and the Acts Amendment (Public Sector
Management) Bill. It is intended that these two Bills will be amended and produced as
revised Bills, which will in each case consolidate in their text a considerable number of
amendments, many of a minor and technical nature. The Government believes it will
assist all members to have the legislation available in consolidated form, particularly in
view of its complexity. The Government is, however, concerned to ensure that members
can readily note the changes that have been made since the first printing of the Public
Sector Management Bill. To that end a separate document, specifically relating to that
Bill and detailing the amendments, will also be tabled. This will need to be read having
regard to the withdrawn Bill.
Leave granted; Bills withdrawn.

R & I BANK AMENDMENT BILL 1993

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 9 December 1993.
MR TAYLOR (Kalgoorlie - Leader of the Opposition) [4.39 pm]: This is a fairly
straightforward Bill in the sense that the main issue with which it deals is changing the
name of the R & I Bank to the Bank of Western Australia. As a former Minister
responsible for the bank, I thoroughly approve of the name change. It is the right way for
the bank to go and clearly identifies it as the bank in Western Australia with which

10276 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 22 March 1994]127

Western Australians most identify. There are a couple of issues in the Bill I wish to
raise, but not immediately.
I take the opportunity of raising with the Government the decision by the R & I Bank not
to put out to tender the design work associated with the change of name. The situation
was first brought to my attention by a friend who is involved in the design industry in
Western Australia. I have had something to do with that industry over the last few years.
In 1992 1 opened the student design exhibition at Curtin University. I was pleasantly
astounded by the quality and extent of the design work exhibited by the students. The
quality of the work almost took my breath away. More people should be made aware of
the fine work being done by young people in this State; it is as good as one could fid
anywhere in the world.
I was astounded when I discovered that the R & I Bank Ltd had decided to award to an
Eastern States company all the work associated with the design of the logo for the new
Bank of Western Australia. I clearly understand the relationship between the bank and
the responsible Minister. I understand that the Treasurer has no role to play in relation to
the confidential matters of the new bank. When I was a Minister I was responsible for
putting together the legislation that made sure that was the case, but other issues are not
associated with accounts, customers, and a range of confidential matters with any bank in
this State or anywhere else. On other issues the Minister responsible can play a role to
promote companies in Western Australia. The Minister must have the gumption to give
direction in these matters to any institution. I will be pleased to hear from the Treasurer
whether he knew the work would be given to Cato Design rather than to a Western
Australian company. If he was aware, I am astounded that he would sit back and allow
the bank to go its own way on this issue. It was entirely inappropriate for the board of
the R & I Bank Ltd in this State to hand over significant design work to an Eastern States
company. With that work goes large sums of money; it is the largest design contract this
State will see for a long time. More importantly for the design industry in Western
Australia it carries the kudos associated with carrying out the design work for probably
the most identifiable institution in this State - the R & I Bank Ltd, when it is launched as
the Bank of Western Australia. All these opportunities have been lost to the design
industry in this State.
I must emphasise that if the Treasurer knew about the situation I am astounded he
allowed it to happen. If he did not know, he should have known. He should have made
inquiries about the bank's intention in relation to this design work. H~e should be aware
that designers in Western Australia are struggling to make a dollar.
Mr Court: If I had given any direction you would have said that I was interfering in the
running of the bank.
Mr TAYLOR: I would not have said that. To allow the bank to go ahead with this
proposal to band over the design work to an Eastern States firn, is a slur on the State of
Western Australia and a blight on our design industry. By giving the work to an Eastern
States company, the bank has indicated that as far as it is concerned Western Australia is
not good enough. We should bear in mind the bank's advertising campaign that states
the bank does not have any money in Paris, London or Sydney; it focuses on retakning
money in the State and ensuring that it stays here. However, in this case it has slipped
through. The design work did not go to tender. The bank did not give itself the
opportunity, even though the design of its logo and the change in name probably involves
the most important design work available to Western Australia. If the bank had put the
work to national tender at least we would be certain we would receive value for money,
but it did not. Western Australian design companies were not given the opportunity to
make any submission on this issue. So, we have a new logo and name, a style change for
the Bank of Western Australia, but it will not belong to Western Australia. It will belong
to a firm that may be the best firn in the Eastern States, a firn that has designed at least
four major bank name and logo changes recently. Some people would say that the firm is
experienced and knows what it is doing, and that means we should go to that frm. I say
the opposite. If that firm has recently finished four design contracts, we do not need it to
do ours. We need something different, something new and exciting, and something
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Western Australian. The Government prides itself on putting Western Australia first. In
this case it has done the opposite.
What does the hank say about the situation? What do the bank executives think about not
putting out the design work to tender and not giving Western Australian companies an
opportunity? They say there was a high requirement for security. The comment was that
the executive management of the R & I Bank Ltd made the decision not to undertake a
tender process because in their commercial judgment it would be risking commercial
confidentiality, which they wished to attach to the proposed change in corporate identity.
It is beside the point whether all would agree with that exercise of judgment. Suffice it to
say it is an executive responsibility to make decisions in any company. But to suggest
that Western Australian companies were not given the opportunity to tender or to be pant
of the process for no other reason than that the bank had concerns about security, is an
insult to Western Australian companies. It is saying to the design companies that they
cannot be miusted. No-one has ever said that about these companies before. No-one has
suggested that the design companies in this Stare, big or small. cannot be trusted. If a
design company could not be trusted in this area it would be finished. There is no room
in this State for a company that would allow in any way the logo details, the name change
or the change in corporate identity to become public before the body purchasing the
service wanted the information to become public. To suggest that this has occurred for
security reasons astounds me. But if it is not the case, the bank has a responsibility to
remove that slur fronm the design industry in Western Australia; the bank should indicate
that the situation is not related to a security issue.
The Treasurer did not do the right thing by the State of Western Australia or the design
industry when he allowed this to happen. The Treasurer should bear in mind that the
Department of Commerce and Trade focuses on the promotion and fostering of economic
activity in Western Australia. We have an annual industry and export award event which
includes a design award. The Opposition has recognised how important design is for
sales and for presenting an image of a project or State, or whatever. If there is one issue
that will establish the new Bank of Western Australia in the minds of Western Australia
it will be its name and its logo. They will be seen as what the bank stands for. All of that
is now under a very dark cloud because Western Australian design companies do nor
have the opportunity to be pant of this process.
Apart from the very important issue referred to in clause 10, we will nor be opposing this
legislation. As I mentioned, clause 10 deals with the provisions for the Government
guarantee of the financial obligations of the bank. It ensures that those provisions will be
phased out when new provisions are introduced at a time of the Government's choosing.
Clause 10 also fixes some drafting errors that were carried over from previous legislation.
Subclause (2b) deals with the manner in which the guarantee will continue to apply to
moneys standing to the credit of any account with the bank, other than term deposits, at
the close of business on the day immediately prior to the fixed day. Those moneys will
continue to be guaranteed for up to five years but the guaranteed amount will reduce as
those moneys are subsequently withdrawn from the relevant accounts. Deposits made
into those accounts on and from the fixed day will not be covered by the guarantee. The
details of the provisions in this clause are those to which 1, as a customer of the
R & I Bank Ltd, have no objection whatsoever. In every respect except one, this is an
eminently sensible way of dealing with the guarantee.
Having been involved with the Treasury in the past few years, I know that the guarantee
has to be dealt with. However, the Parliament of Western Australia should have a say
about when the guarantee will no longer relate to the aspects outlined in this legislation.
in terms of the nature of the legislation before Parliament and accountability on these
sorts of issues, it is very important that the Parliament should make the decision about the
fixed day. The Parliament of Western Australia must feel comfortable about the decision
to withdraw the guarantee in the manner described in this legislation. I will be moving
an amendment that would effectively exclude from the Bill this provision that allows the
Government of the day - no doubt on the advice of the bank - to decide the fixed day.
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Mr Court: Have you given us notice of that amendment?
Mr TAYLOR: No. The Parliament should be able to make that decision. It is not a
decision that should be taken lightly in any way and it should not mean that the
Government purely on its own whim should decide what time or day that should be. It is
important that the Parliament has that opportunity. Having expressed that concern, in
general, I think this legislation is sensible. We have a very clear understanding from the
briefing we received from the bank that this legislation will not in any way enable the
privatisation, the sale in whole or in part, of the R & I Bank of WA. There is a need for
the Parliament to deal with that issue.
It is the Opposition's intention to ask the bank - and if the Treasurer will agree to it.
Treasury officials - to give a detailed briefing to the Opposition perhaps later in 1994 on
the whole issue of privatisation, in whatever form, of the R & I Bank or the Bank of
Western Australia before we consider ourselves to be in a position to give a yes or no
response in that process. Part of the interest in this issue arises from the sale of the
SGIO; I have a particular concern that the final outcome will be that the SGIO will be run
ftrm the Eastern States, the profits will flow to the Eastern States and in the end an
insurance company that started out in my electorate to insure miners will be lost to
Western Australia. It may not be the case in 1994 or 1995, but I am sure it will bie the
case by the end of this decade.
Mr Bloffwitch: Is that not normnally the way with privatisation? You are selling it to the
public.
Mr TAYLOR: That is one of my concerns. It is not so much a matter of selling it to the
public; it is that very large financial institutions buy significant chunks of such
organisations and have an enormous influence on their decision making processes,
irtespective of whether we like it. I have expressed a concern on the design contract. I
have indicated clear support for this Bill with the proviso that, as an Opposition, we are
concerned about clause 10 relating to the Government being able, without consulting
Parliament, to decide on the future of the guarantee.
DR GALLOP (Victoria Park) [4.56 pm]: This Bill marks another turning point in the
history of this bank. Given that the first part of the Bill deals with the change of name of
the bank, it is perhaps worth reflecting on the history of the R & I Bank and how its name
has changed and what these name changes have represented.
The R & I Bank had its origins in Western Australia in the 1890s. In 1890 Western
Australia had become a self-governing colony as part of the British empire with its own
system of responsible Government; but even at that stage Western Australia still relied
heavily on imported foodstuffs and machinery. In the period prior to and during the
1890s and in the first decades of the twentieth century, there was a strong commitment
from the Government of that time and, in particular, from the Premier, Sir John Forrest,
to open up the agricultural areas of the State. Thlere were two different ideas in mind.
One was that the Government wanted to create an agricultural society and ecmony.
There was a belief in the inherent value of agricultural labour. The wisdom of the
yeomanry was the concept that attracted the attention of Sir John Forrest and his
supporters. The other reason was that growth in employment had to be created. The
State of Western Australia in the 1870s and 1880s was stagnant and expanding the
agricultural areas was seen as a way of overcoming that.
Mr Court: There was a hiccup in the 1990s.
Dr GALLOP: I will come to that. An important committee of the then Parliament
looked at the prospects for an agricultural industry. Out of that process came the 1894
legislation which set up the Agricultural Bank of Western Australia.
History always works in strange ways. One hundred years ago gold was discovered,
giving the economy of Western Australia an enornous boost. Interestingly, however, the
work done by Sir John Forrest and his Cabinet in the 1890s proved to be very useful in
the first decade of the twentieth century. By the end of the 1890s, the goldfields were
changing in nature. Deep mining was coming into operation and many of the people who
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had gone to cte goldfields starred to drift to the city. Victoria Park was formed by people
who drifted from the goldfields, and settled in the new residential developments around
Perth,. We can name many other suburbs and many public buildings in the metropolitan
area which also camne about for that reason. The Government faced the question of how
these people would be employed. The Agricultural Bank of Western Australia became
part of the answer to that question because that bank provided credit to many people to
go into the wheatbelt and to create our great agricultural industry.
The Government provided the public infrastructure and the railway system; the
Agriculture Department provided the research and development and the necessary
intellectual capital and the farmers through cooperatives and self-help created the
wheatbelt. From that wheatbelt came our new export industry, a tremendous employer of
people, and from it was created what we now know as the agricultural region of Western
Auscralia. The Agriculture Bank which had been formed in 1894 played a crucial role in
the development of the State's history.
Mr Court: John Forrest did some good, did he not? You would not have said that when
Malcolm Bryce was in this place.
Dr GALLOP: Mal Bryce said there was good and bad in Sir John Forrest. By 1930 the
State had become self-sufficient in primary products and was exporting. However, the
Depression of the 1930s led Western Australians to question whether the way the bank
had been operating was sufficient for it to continue its role in the State's economy. The
agricultural regions of the State had been devastated by the drop in the price of primary
products and the bank had real problems in helping out due to its limited charter. It was
not allowed to solicit deposits. Loan funds were provided by borrowings at low interest
rates from the Government of Western Australia. Secondly, of course, because the bank
could nor raise deposit funds, it was hard to compete with other banks that could offer a
wide range of services to the farming community. Finally, in 1945, during the time of
the Labor Government of John Willcock as Premier and Frank Wise as Minister for
Lands - all of this is outlined in an excellent book on the history of the R & I Bank by
Ken Spillman - it was decided to change the name of the bank to the Rural and Industries
Bank of Western Australia and also extend its charter to become a trading bank. Some
important administrative changes were also made which meant the bank changed ftom
being in the hands of a Government Minister to a bank effectively run by a board of
commissioners. That was, then, the first important change from an agriculture bank to a
rural and industries bank. That particular change of name represented a change of
direction of the bank as it now had a broader charter to encourage industry in a more
general sense.
When I was researching the history of my own electorate only a couple of years ago I
looked at the emergence of the manufacturing industry in the Welshpool area. Of course,
the key to the development of Welshpool after the Second World War was
Chamberlain's tractor factory, which had started as a munitions factory during the
Second World War. The Rural and Industries Bank played an important role and
interesting secondary evidence is available that the Minister of the day, who was none
other than Bert Hawke, went along to the bank and said without hesitation that the
Chamberlain group needed the capital to set up this new industry. That became the basis
for the development of manufacturing in the Welshpool area, which became the basis for
employment for the families settling in St lames and East Victoria Park. It is astonishing
the number of tradespeople who were trained in Chamberlain John Deere Ltd in the
postwar period. One of my colleagues, the member for Peel, was a tradesperson trained
at Chamberlain's in the postwar era. That change of name represented a change of
direction.
In 1956, again under the Labor Government of that time, another important change
occurred. The bank's charter was widened to allow for the addition of a savings bank.
More than anything else today we associate the R & I Bank with housing loans; that is its
strength in the marketplace. This allowed thousands of Western Australians to be
assisted with home purchases, by funds made available through the bank's savings
accounts. Much of the expansion in the metropolitan area in the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s
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was funded through the Rt & I Bank. Of course, times change and in 1988 then was a
further development of the history of the R & I Bank when the bank was allowed to
operate more effectively in the commercial marketplace by consolidating the
independence it had from the Government of the day. It started out being rn by a
Minister and then a board of commissioners, and in 1988 an independent board of
directors was set up for the bank. In 1991 the now Leader of the Opposition, as Minister
for Finance, introduced legislation in this Parliament which fully incorporated the Rt & I
Bank. That was the end of a process that had started in 1988 and meant the
corporatisation of the ft & I Bank.
The ft & I Bank today is the largest bank in Western Australia. It has 113 points of
representation throughout the State and plays a key role in the economy. A report was
compiled a couple of years ago. and was released by the bank last year on the role that the
bank plays in the Western Australian economy. I remember, when I was the Minister
assisting the Treasurer with responsibility for the bank, seeing the conclusions from that
report. It indicated how vital the R & I Bank is to our economy, as a direct employer of
labour, as a provider of loans to, particularly, the housing sector, as an income generator,
and as a funder of many service industries in the State. As the Leader of the Opposition
said, it is certainly a great disappointment that the bank did not contract out the work for
the change of name in the marketplace and allow Western Australian advertising firms a
chance to participate in that process. The Rt & I Bank plays a crucial role in our
economy.
When the Government is dealing with the issue of the guarantee - and as the Leader of
the Opposition said, we have no objection to the setting of a fixed date for the process of
phasing out the guarantee - the Treasurer and his Government should take extra care. It
is my understanding of the bank and the way it operates in the State of Western Australia
that there is a strong connection between the bank's customer base, particularly its
depositors, and that guarantee. That is firmly fixed in the minds of many of its
depositors. I know this issue only too well. I was the Minister, and the Leader of the
Opposition was the Acting Premier, when there was a run on the bank in 1992. The
attitude that many customers had towards the Rt & I Bank is based upon the guarantee. I
advise the Government to prepare the public for any move to take away that guarantee.
That is not inconsistent with the corporatisation process that has occurred. Indeed, thene
are those who say if the bank is to be fully corporatised the guarantee should be phased
out because only in the absence of the guarantee will the bank be on a level playing field
with all the other banks. Even if the bank stays within the public sector as a fully owned
part of the Government system here in Western Australia, or if it is fully or only partly
privatised, the time will come when the guarantee will be phased out. The Government
must prepare the public for that. It must undertake that phasing out by very careful
process. It must consult the Parliament on that process and this legislation must allow for
that to occur in a reasonably orderly way. I say "reasonably orderly" because the test of
whether it will be conducted in an orderly way will be determined only by the actions of
the Government and the management of the bank.
If they do not manage that process properly, the bank will suffer. This legislation at least
provides an orderly framework for that process to occur. I say to the Treasurer Carry
out that process by all means, but do it with great caution and in consultation with the
customers and the Parliament, and make suit everyone knows it is happening and
understands why it is happening before it is done. If it is not done in that manner the
Treasurer will find that this strong connection that currently exists between depositors
and the guarantee may harm the bank in the marketplace.
The second issue I wish to address is the change of name of the bank. It is interesting to
note that the bank has changed from the Agricultural Bank of Western Australia to the
Rural and Industries Bank, the R & I Bank and now the Bank of Western Australia
Limited. How important is a change of name? In a sense changes of name do not
necessarily mean an awful lot. I centainly believe that in 1945 the change of name meant
something. I would like to read some of the history of the debate in 1945 about the
change of name because it says something about one of our former colleagues, the former
*SW2-5
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member for Melville and Premier of Western Australia, Hon John Tonkin. This episode
tells us something about that great Western Australian and also about the issue of
changes of name. I quote from Ken Spillman's History of the R & I Bank at pages 76
and 77 -

Appropriately, it was Frank Wise who conceived a new name for the Bank, and in
later drafts of the 'Bank Bill', Browniie's secretary -

Brownlie was the head of the R & I Bank. To continue -

- typed in the words 'Rural and Industries Bank of Western Australia'. The
matter was subsequently discussed by Cabinet, but again, it was not tabled for
formal approval: the bill was considered 'Wise's baby', and other Ministers were
content to follow Willcock's example -

Wilicock was the Premier. It goes on -

-and leave Wise to tend to it. Twenty-five years later, Wise wrote:
It was very obvious that we had to get away from any association with the
Agricultural Bank Act, for at that time, in spite of its service to the State,
the name was a nasty one in the minds of many, including Members of
Parliament. It had been referred to as a 'moribund debt collecting
institution'. It was not an easy decision to reach, but the name 'Rural and

-Industries' appeared to me to have the prospect of being suitable and
enduring."

This is the interesting pan, and it tells us something about Hon John Tonkin and the care
he took. It goes on -

Astonishingly, only one of Wise's colleagues. John Tonkin, who had been
elevated to the Cabinet in the reshuffle following Millington's retirement,
criticised the name for its serious grammatical flaw. Why, asked Tonkin, the
dissonance between the adjective 'Rural' and the noun 'Industries'? Wise,
however, was unperturbed, arguing that it 'sounds alright', and asking
rhetorically: 'Who would notice the flaw?' Apathy by the other Ministers left
Tonkin on a limb, and so it was that the product of Brownlie's labour was
presented to the Legislative Assembly on 27 September 1944 as 'Rural and
Industries Bank Bill 1944'.

That dissonance between the adjective "rural" and the noun "industries" has struck many
people. The reason, of course, was to say that it was not just a rural bank, but a bank for
all industry in Western Australia. Those of us who worked with John Tonkin either in
the Parliamentary Labor Party - which was my privilege in my early years in the party
when I was a member of the university branch - or in this Parliament knew what a
stickler he was for correct grammar and making sure that everything was done properly.
Mr Pendal: He used to drive young journalists mad.
Dr GALLOP: The member for South Perth was a journalist at the time and would have
been picked up on many occasions!
Mr Pendal: Not me; others!
Dr GALLOP: At that time the change of name meant something. Thei Agricultural Bank
had a bad reputation and the change to Rural and Industries Bank represented a new
direction. The change of name to the Bank of Western Australia does not have the same
clout as does the move from Agricultural Bank to Rural and Industries Bank.
Nevertheless, Bank of Western Australia does say a lot about the bank. It fits in very
much with the message that it presents to the community and that leads a lot of Western
Australians like me to bank with the R & I Bank, because it is the bank of Western
Australia. I think the bank will have its role improved by the change of name, although I
will not exaggerate its impact.
The real issue for the bank, as the State moves out of recession into a period of economic
growth, will relate to the way in which it deals with the commercial expansion that is
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ocrrig Back in the 1980s, when the economy of the State expanded and the
R; &1 Ban had been given a charter of independence to play a more aggressive role in

the commercial sector of the State, it came unstuck and was left with a portfolio of bad
loans. Of course, other financial institutions in Western Australia, Australia and indeed
in the industrialised capitalist world, and now even in Japan, came unstuck with that
same problem.
The challenge to the R & I Bank is not so much to change its name and to play a public
relations role in the marketplace, as important as that is, but to make sure that its middle
level management out there in the branches who deal on a daily basis with people, and
particularly with the commercial sector, is capable of making good decisions. In the
1980s we had a boom period and the bank was given a charter to be aggressive in die
marketplace, but many of the bank's managers were not capable of dealing with the
commercial marketplace; they had not been trained to deal with it. As a result of that,
many bad loans were made. Again, as our economy comes out of this recession the real
challenge for the bank is to make sure that those many small businesses and those new
manufacturing firms out there will be in a position to get the credit which they need to
expand. The challenge to the bank will be to ensure that the technical ability and
competence of its managers is such chat they will keep a correct balance between getting
the credit out into the economy and not getting the credit to those who will be incapable
of handling it properly. We in this Parliament need to remember that that is the role we
have given to the board of the bank, and the board members are on notice permanently
from this Parliament that they must ensure that their staff are capable of dealing with that
growth in a way that will protect the interests of their ultimate shareholders, the taxpayers
of Western Australia.
One of the great tragedies of banking is the economic cycle; it has boom periods when
credit is going out to everyone, but when the boom busts the banks will, not give credit to
anyone. Many people out there now in the small business sector and the manufacturing
sector are capable of taking Western Australia into the twenty-first century. I have
recently read the reports of the Small Business Development Corporation and the
Department of Commerce and Trade. Those reports tell a story of a Western Australian
economy with enormous possibilities provided by the small business and manufacturing
sectors. What those small businesses need is finance. If the Rt & I Bank is not in a
position to provide that finance the State will not be able to maximise its economic
potential. The provision of that credit can be carried out only if the technical competence
of the staff of t bank makes it possible for them to distinguish between a good
investment and a bad investment. The lesson of the 1980s was that they were not capable
of making that distinction. The challenge to the Treasurer and his Government is to ask
the board of the Rt & I Bank whether it is capable of dealing with the growth that will
occur in the 1990s. The Government must ask whether the board can assure the
taxpayers that its managers will be in a position to make those distinctions between good
and bad loans. In the past three years the bank has put an enormous amount of effort into
the training of its middle management because the key to successful economies is the
quality of that management. With many economies, too much money goes to too few at
the top of the corporate hierarchy, and not enough effort goes into the quality of middle
management. I hope the R & I Bank has learnt that lesson from the 1980s.
The Rt & I Bank can change its name to the Bank of Western Austraia. The Opposition
will support that; it represents a change that makes sense for its public relations strategy.
However, it is not the real issue that faces the bank. I hope the Treasurer will constantly
push the bank to ensure that its performance, particularly in its middle management level,
is up to scratch. If he does not, the Opposition will. This Bill will implement changes
which have the support of the Opposition. The Opposition will be moving to amend the
section dealing with the guarantee to ensure that the discussion of the fixed day wil
come back to Parliament for proper scrutiny. The Opposition accepts the changes that
deal with the drafting error that occurred in 1990, and accepts the change of name.
I conclude by reiterating my point: Let us not allow the name issue to cause us to forget
the real issues in the day to day management of the bank in its dealings with small
business and the manufacturing sector in Western Australia.
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MRS HALLAHAN (Armadale - Deputy Leader of the Opposition) (5.22 pm]: I join
my colleagues the Leader of the Opposition and the member for Victoria Park in
indicating die Opposition's support for three of the four conditions of this Bill. The
Opposition was pleased to be provided with a briefing by the chief executive of the
R & I Bank, which has helped in our consideration of this Bill. The member for Victoria
Park provided a remarkable historical outline of the development of the bank and the
name that was adopted. Although that history was inordinately interesting, another
chapter is in the process of being written, and no doubt some people will be sad to let go
of the name that has been a household word for decades for many Western Australians.
However, I am sure they will feel comfontable with the title, the Bank of Western
Australia Ltd, will perceive that to be a bank that still lives here and will not feel troubled
by the problem Hon John Tonicin apparently saw with the Rural and Industries Bank of
Western Australia. 1, however, never queried that until today; it always seemed a
reasonable reflection of the bank's activities in our economy. The Opposition is
supportive of the name change to the bank and understands all that will be necessary in
order to achieve it by public promotion, the design of the logo and the changed image for
the bank.
I support die Leader of the Opposition in his criticism of the bank in not putting that
project out to tender. It is a large design project and it is sad that Wesiern Australian
companies were not given the opportunity to tender for that job; all the more so given
that it is a sentimental institution in the community. Not going out to tender at all was
reprehensible, but that it was simply given to an Eastern States firm is regrettable.
However, that has occurred and it has been roundly criticised by the Opposition. The
bank's handling of that tender will always be a matter of criticism. However, the
Opposition accepts that the matter is now moving ahead, that the name will be the Bank
of Western Australia, and that the design and logo associated with it will be drawn up by
a firm from another State that did not have to tender for the work.
The Opposition supponts the second provision of the Bill - the test of the manner in which
risk weighted assets of the bank will be determined for the purpose of' applying the
restriction in subsection 30(2) of the Act. The Opposition understands that this will make
it possible to refer to the requirements of the Reserve Bank for risk weighting of assets in
determining the capital adequacy of banks as they are notified by the Reserve Bank from
time to time. That will be a practical criterion and the Opposition has no disagreement
with that. The Opposition also supports the third provision which will rectify a minor
drafting error that occurred in the preparation of the 1990 Act.
The Opposition has some divergence from the Government on the fourth provision which
aims to deal with the guarantee. That is a major part of the Bill and comprises a major
part of the second reading speech. Thiat matter should be brought back to the Parliament.
I agree with the member for Victoria Park who said that that matter needed to be handled
carefully, otherwise significant detriment could be caused to the bank in the marketplace.
The Opposition accepts that the Government and the bank are determined to handle this
matter carefully so that there is no uncertainty, and the Opposition in no way wants to
contribute to uncertainty. However, it believes that this is a significant issue. The
Government and the board of the bank believe ir is highly desirable that customers and
counter parties of the bank understand the manner in which the changes to the guarantee
will operate prior to their formal introduction.
The Opposition understands that the bank requires flexibility. The second reading speech
stares that the Bill will provide the Government with flexibility for the timing of the
introduction of the changes. We should be clear as representatives of the people that the
community understands and is comfortable with the change to the guarantee, and
therefore that the amendment for a fixed day should be brought back to Parliament. The
Leader of the Opposition will move an amendment to the Bill. I ask members opposite.
including the Treasurer, to consider the amendment the Leader of the Opposition has
foreshadowed so that both sides of the House can be in agreement entirely on this Bill. I
am happy to indicate the Opposition's support of the provisions of the Bill - even the
provision that alludes to the guarantee. However, given the significance of that matter it

10284 [ASSEMBLY]



[Tuesday, 22 March 1994]125

should be considered at the relevant time by the Parliament. If that can be
accommodated, the Opposition will fully support this Hill.
MR KOBELKE (Nollamara) [5.30 pm]: This Bill deals with four specific matters. It
also has implications which reach much further, and earlier speakers have indicated some
of the matters which allude to the importance of the R & I Bank Ltd. The R &t I Bank
has been a servant of this State for many years, under a range of names. Western
Australia lacks the financial base to guarantee the important development of this vast and
mineral rich State. The R & I Bank is the key financial institution based in Western
Australia. It is the key financial institution which can provide finance for industry in
Western Australia, whether for large projects or for the thousands of small businesses
which are crucial to the creation of employment in this State. To maintain the role of the
R & I Bank is crucial to the general level of economic activity and employment in
Western Australia.
My personal dealings with the R & I Bank have led me to hold that institution in high
esteem. It has taken care to service its customers in a way which will maintain its
customer base. When we see the rapid changes that are taking place in financial
institutions in Australia and around the world, we realise the challenge that exists for this
State bank in these changing times. It is obviously essential that this financial institution,
along with all others, change in order to keep up with those many and varied changes.
To simply change the name of the R & I Bank Ltd is only one small aspect of the
changes which the bank must make if it is to maintain its place in financial markets.
The Treasurer alluded in the second reading speech to the fact that there will be other
changes to the R & I Bank Ltd and those matters will come before this House at a later
date. The fact that the Treasurer alluded to those changes indicates that the Government
is trying to ensure that this State bank continues to meet the needs of this State. We will
perhaps have some disagreement when it comes to determining how those needs should
be met, because in continuing to have the R & I Bank Ltd as a State owned bank, there
are real challenges for the State in maintaining the necessary financial input so that the
bank may continue to survive and grow. If any financial institution is to survive today, it
must grow. It is not a viable strategy for the R & I Bank Ltd, under whatever name, to
simply tread water; it will not survive. It must continue to compete. It must have an
aggressive edge to it. It must try to service the needs of Western Australians and
continually do that in a better way. That will depend upon the resources which the
Government can commit to such an institution. Therefore, we may have some
differences about how to ensure the long term survival of the Rt & I Bank Ltd and as to
how it will continue to play a vital role in the economic development of this State.
It is crucial that the R & I Bank Ltd remain in Western Australia, and the mechanism by
which we can achieve that can be debated at another time. The R & I Bank services
Western Australia. It is headquartered in Western Australia. However, there is a fear
that the changes that we are debating in this Bill are but a first step along a road which
may lead to the R & I Bank Ltd, by whatever name it is called, becoming part of a larger
financial institution which is headquartered in Sydney or Melbourne, because then we
will not have a bank which is directed primarily towards servicing the needs of Western
Australia. That may happen quickly or it may take place over some time, but if that does
occur we will not have a bank which will put Western Australia frst.
The ft & I Bank Ltd in its recent advertising campaigns has clearly been able to capture
the belief that ordinary Western Australians have in Western Australia. It has been able
to take what some people might regard as parochialism, but what I believe is a genuine
pride, and use that to market the bank, not just in a superficial way but by building on the
very real feeling in Western Australia that the R & I Bank is our State bank, is committed
to Western Australia, and will ensure that finance is available for the growth of Western
Australian industry and jobs. I would be very concerned if any change were to lead to
the control of the ft & I Bank moving outside Western Australia. The simple change of
name from the IR & I Bank Ltd to the Bank of Western Australia is perhaps an indication
that the bank will be Western Australian, but as with so many things that this
Government has said, what we see on the surface is often totally contradictory to the
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actions which are taken. Therefore, I hope that in this case we will see an exception. I
hope that the use of the words "Western Australia" will indicate that the Government is
committed to maintaining the headquarters of this bank in Western Australia and that this
is not just a cynical exercise to hold up the flag of Western Australia as the name of the
bank while the Government allows actions to take place which will go in the opposite
direction and lead to the headquarters and control of this bank being outside this State,
because that will not advance the interests of the State and will not provide the finance
required by the many small businesses in Western Australia.
The Bill deals with other matters which are fairly technical and which I do not wish to
cover. We need to realise that the Rt & I Bank has played an important role in the
development of Western Australia, particularly in regard to land development. The
Government is putting in place changes in this area. Therefore, while the role of the
R & I Bank may be regarded as minor in the overall scheme of land development in
Western Austrlia, if the changes which the Government makes in other areas are such
that it withdraws Government agencies from land development, the role of the
R & I Bank may be crucial. A few years ago we saw a situation where 40 per cent of the
residential lots developed in Western Australia were developed by Government agencies
and instrumentalities. That was certainly a peak, and I am not suggesting it should
remain that high. It was of that order because of the recession and the other players
withdrawing from the marketplace. The Government, through LandCorp, the
Department of Land Administration, Homeswest and the R & I Bank Ltd was able to
ensure that residential lots were still developed, even though there was little or no profit
margin in the development of such lots and there was not a high demand.
The Government played a role in keeping that industry going. The ft & I Bank Ltd first
became involved in land development when Sir Charles Court became Premier in 1974.
There were goad political reasons for that, which related to the fact that when the
conservatives lost Government in 1971. one of the key issues, if not the key issue, was
spiralling land prices, over which the Government had no control. Prior to the 1971
election, land development had been left to the private sector, and there were some
problems with that and they were not doing as well as some of our free marketers might
suggest. Therefore, the Liberal Government of 1974 set about becoming a direct player
in the development of residential land, and the ft & I Bank Ltd was an important vehicle
for that. The Liberal Government ensured that there was a ready supply of residential
land and that it was brought onto the market at a competitive price so that Western
Australia did not have spiralling land prices which would put homes out of the reach of
ordinary families. In that one small activity, the R & I Bank Ltd played a crucial role in
serving the people of Western Australia, not simply in providing finance, and not even
because of the fact that it took on the additional role of becoming a land developer, but
because it met a direct social need of the people of this State. It meets a fundamental
need in the provision of land and housing at affordable prices. That is an example of a
way in which the Government in the past has used the ft & I Bank to provide the
necessities of life for ordinary people. Therefore, the Rt & I Bank Ltd is an institution
with a proud reputation for assisting many people in this State. I hope that as the
Government makes changes to the ft & I Bank it will ensure that it remains a viable and
profitable institution. In making these changes. I hope we will not lose the institution
from this State altogether. The proposed Bank of Western Australia should remain in
Western Australia and not simply bear that name.
MR CATANIA (Balcatta) 15.42 pm]: I have some concerns about this Bill. One such
concern relates to the change of name and preparing the R & I Bank Ltd for eventual
privatisation. Obviously, the Bill is designed to make the bank ready for that sell off. As
the member for Nollamara has indicated, the Opposition prefers that the process of
selling off the bank is handled in a different manner from that intended by the
Government.
We would like the majority shareholding to remain in Western Australia. On that point, I
have concerns regarding the guarantees. The Treasurer's second reading speech referred
to guarantees which will extend over five years. This will apply to all former passbook
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holders, depositors and borrowers. The problem in this area is that the bank will
certainly be sold before the five year period elapses. I ask the Treasurer whether the
guarantees will extend over the full five year ternm even if the bank is sold.
Mr Court: They will stay in place until they expire.
Mr CATANIA: I thank the Treasurer for his answer. It is a concern that Government
guarantees will apply to certain facets of the bank's business even when the Government
does not own the bank. It could be that the State will be liable for debts and business
dealings which could incur a substantial debt on the people of Western Australia.
I was privileged to be a member of the Public Accounts and Expenditure Review
Committee when it conducted an investigation into the R & I Bank. Guarantees were
discussed at length in that inquiry. We were conscious that a State guarantee is a
tremendous advantage because it attracts business and gives security to those dealing
with the bank.
Mr Court: You cannot just chop it off with a click of the fingers.
Mr CATANIA: I appreciate that. Obviously, there must be a lag period following the
sale of the bank, but I question the wisdom of the five year term. I insist that these
guarantees be made public and open for scrutiny, certainly by the Opposition. It would
be the Opposition's responsibility to ensure that it was satisfied with the amendment; if it
were not satisfied, it would have to draw public attention to these matters. I consider the
five year term of the guarantees to be a failing and they should not be supported by this
side of the House.
I agree with my colleague, the member for Nollaxnara, who expressed concerns regarding
the sale of the bank. I too am concerned that the business core of the bank may move out
of Western Australia. If I were a private investor, be it a minor or substantial
shareholder, and if I had my central place of business in the Eastern States, I would not
keep the bank in Western Australia. I do not know how the Government will ensure that
it will stay here as it is a difficult issue.
Mr Court: How were you going to do it?
Mr CATANIA: We were going to retain the majority shareholding in Western Australia
to ensure that the central office remained in this State. This would ensure the retention of
employment in this State.
Mr Court: You cannot privatise if the Government retains the majority shareholding.
Mr CATANIA: Part privatisation is all right. That would ensure continuity of the bank
which has a good history of providing services to Western Australians. It has provided
development for small business and provided borrowings in the housing and personal
loan area. I hope the Government changes its course of action. When it handles
important issues, the Government must give us the entire story.
The R & I Bank is dear to the people of Western Australia. It conducts a large
percentage of the banking business in this State. All the details of the sale, including the
guarantees and contracts, should be revealed publicly. That openness would enhance the
Government's reputation; it is currently regarded as acting with arrogance on certain
matters.
Mr Court: There is no arrogance.
Mr CATANIA: I hope that none is shown in dealing with the R & I Bank, or whatever
the bank is named, in the future.
I conclude my speech by repeating the concerns that I outlined earlier. The Opposition
would like to know the conditions of the guarantees which have been given over a period
of five years. I am sure that the matter will raise its head in future, be detrimental to the
Government and cause loss of business for the bank. I request that the Government table
the contracts so that we can discuss them.
Mr Court: Contracts for what?
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Mr CATANIA: The guarantees that the Treasurer says will be perpetuated for five years
after the sale of the bank. This legislation will lead to the sale of the R & I Bank. I hope
that what I have requested will be provided.
MR COURT (Nedlands - Treasurer) [5.51 pm]: I thank members of the Opposition for
their support of the legislation, subject to an amendment that they have indicated will be
moved. It is normal for us to receive notice of amendments. In this case, the Opposition
has had three months to provide us with the amendment. However, we are very forgiving
and understanding people. We realise that the Opposition does not have the resources
that it has been used to. When the amendment is produced during the Committee stage,
we will handle it at the time.
Mr Ripper: We were complimenting you an your ability to think on your feet at the time.
Mr COURT: I accept that. A couple of issues have been raised. The first one related to
the contract for the design of the logo. The Leader of the Opposition asked whether I
was aware who would design that logo. He asked whether it would be designed by an
Eastern States company. At that time, I was not aware. When I was asked to comment
publicly at the time, I said that the Government's preferred position would have been for
the design work to be carried out in Western Australia. I agree with many of the
comments that have been made by the Leader of the Opposition. I said so at that time.
I make it clear that it is not the Government's role to interfere in the running of the bank.
The only time at which the bank has been directed was during the WA Inc years when
one of the Ministers who is still in Parliament rang up the bank and directed it to make a
loan that created one of the scandals that members opposite have to live down. We
cannot have it both ways. If we have a bank that has a board and autonomy, we must
allow it to use that autonomy to make decisions. I was asked whether I would have
preferred the design work to be done in Western Australia. My answer is that I would. I
have been a strong supporter of efforts to lift the concept of design in this State.
As to privatisation of the bank, I was somewhat bemused when the Leader of the
Opposition asked whether we would provide briefings to the Opposition. I recall that,
during the election campaign, the Opposition stated publicly that it would sell the bank.
It also said how it was going to do it. At the time, reference was made to dealing with
another Western Australian bank. I am stunned to find today that Opposition members
did not have briefings from the bank on how it would be privatised.
Mr Ripper. Hang on. Your privatisation proposals are not necessarily the same as the
ones announced before the election, ame they?
Mr COURT: The member is saying that, when in Government, his party made a policy
decision on privatisation and it appears that some members were not briefed on the
proposal.
Mr Ripper: But you might be making a different policy decision on which way you need
to be briefed.
Mr COURT: Were, Opposition members all briefed on the privatisation plans?
Mr Ripper: Are you asking me to divulge Cabinet discussions?
Mr COURT: Yes. The bank was not briefed on the Opposition's proposals. It made a
policy decision on the run. It said, "Let's make a gung ho announcement about the
R & I Bank. Let's say that we are going to combine it with another bank and do all these
beaut things." The problem is that Opposition members forgot to tell the bank about it.
Members opposite talk about bad financial management, but there is no better example of
lousy financial management than the way in which they dealt with that matter.
The Government is only too willing to provide briefings so that decisions can be made on
privatisation. The bank, together with Treasury, has been getting advice on some of the
options which are available. As well, the Government intends to receive further
independent advice on some of the options. I agree with members opposite that it is a
major financial institution, one which we want to see remain a Western Australian based
operation.
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Comment was made about the business core of the bank remaining in Western Australia.
Members opposite know that they made their announcements about the bank without
thinking through a number of those issues. The then Opposition, the coalition parties,
raised concern as to how we could best guarantee that the bank remain a Western
Australian based operation. We were subjected to much questioning at the time on the
matter.
Mr Catania: You suggested a golden share at the time.
Mr COURT: We suggested a number of different arrangements, one being at golden
share. Members opposite have asked what will happen to the SGIO. We have ensured
that it has received the widest possible spread of Western Australian shareholders. We
are pleased that the float has been supported strongly by Western Australians. If it had
not been supported by Western Australians, the shares would have been picked up by
people in other States. We are aware that, once it is privatised, it is in play. However,
one of the beauties of changing the name to the Bank of Western Australia is that there is
a large investment in ensuring that it remains very much a Western Australian based
financial institution. Not only has the bank a strong Western Australian base but it is
getting more and more recognition in South East Asia. It is no accident that we put a
person of Chinese origin on the board of the bank, someone who has many contacts
throughout the South East Asian region. We want to send a very clear signal to the Asian
communities that it is a Western Australian institution that can deliver an appropriate
service.
I will have to wait until I see the amendment before I can provide details on the
amendment to the guarantee. During the dinner suspension, knowing roughly what the
amendment is, we will do some work on it. I thank members for their support of the
legislation.
Question put and passed.
Bil read a second time.

Siting suspended from 6.00 to 730 pm
Commnittee

The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr Johnson) in the Chain, Mr Court (Treasurer) in
charge of the Bill.
Clauses I to 9 put and passed.
Clause 10: Section 33 amended -

Mr TAYLO)R: I move -

Page 7, line 1 to page 8. line 13 - To delete the lines.
I refer to my comments in the second reading debate which relate to the provision of a
guarantee and die fact that this Bill allows the Government of the day, as I understand it,
to do away with the guarantee on a day the bank chooses to do so. The guarantee
provision for a State bank is very important and cannot be treated lightly in any way. I
do not believe the bank or the Government treat it lightly. In times gone by when I was
the Minister responsible and we had some unfortunate and unnecessary difficulties with
the R & I Bank in a public sense, one of the processes we fell back on to indicate the
strength of the R & J Bank was to make it clear that the bank had a guarantee from the
State and that it was impossible for the R & I Bank to go broke. That remains the case to
this day. I am not saying that the deletion of the guarantee in clause 10 in any way win
change that position. Nevertheless, when a Government is dealing with an issue of such
great significance to the people who bank with the R & I Bank - or the Bank of Western
Australia - it is very important they see it being dealt with appropriately and publicly.
The most public and accountable way it can be dealt with is before the Parliament.
The amendment will delete proposed paragraph (c) from the Bill. It will ensure that
when dealing with the guarantee over that period, the Government will be required to
come back here, as it is required to do for privatisation. This issue must be dealt with by
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the Parliament and cannot be dealt with in any secrecy. When the time comes for the
gradual removal of the guarantee, people must understand why it is done and why it is
necessary. I understand that die amendment will have the necessary consequences in
relation to the guarantee.
I do not doubt the initiative of the Government in dealing with this issue. However.
given that over recent years I have sat on the other side of the House and listened to die
Treasurer and others on accountability and that the Parliament is the appropriate location
for the final issue of accountability, I hope the Government will see the light and agree to
this amendment.
Mr HILL: I support the Leader of the Opposition. It is rather unfortunate I was not here
for the second reading debate earlier. However, I took the time earlier today to read the
second reading speech in Hansard of 27 September 1944 when the Bill to rename the
Agricultural Bank the Rural and Industries Bank of Western Australia Ltd was
introduced by the then Minister for Lands in this place. The Minister at that time gave a
very interesting summary of the history of the Agricultural Bank, as it was previously
called, until the point where the legislation in 1944 was introduced. It is significant that
50 years ago this year, when the bank changed its name, there was considerable focus in
the Minister's second reading speech on a Government guaratee, and appropriately so.
Over the years, with subsequent amendments to the legislation as recently as 1990 and
again in 1992, the guarantee has been maintained. Although, according to the
Treasurer's second reading speech, die Government does not intend at this stage to phase
out or abandon the notion of a Government guarantee, under that clause in the legislation
the expectation will exist that that will eventually happen. The Opposition acknowledges
that expectation but at this stage it does not accept that the guarantee should be removed.
We should ensure that if and when this matter is dealt with it should be done in a very
public way in this forum. It is a matter of tremendous interest to all Western Australians.
One need only read the history of the R & I Bank and the various speeches made about
the Bank of Western Australia, as it is to be called, to realise that the guarantee is an
important issue to the public at large, to the rural industry originally and, more recently,
to industry generally in Western Australia. It is an issue that deserves the attention of
this Parliamnent. If at some time in the future the Government decides to phase out the
Government guarantee the Parliament, as the public forum, should deal with such a
matter. I appreciate that the Government's intention is to put in place the processes by
which a guarantee would be removed. It is important to recognise that, but it is not
important to include it in this legislation if the Government does not signal its intention to
remove the guarantee. I support the amendment moved by the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr COURT: The Government does not support this amendment for a couple of reasons.
One of the major problems that would arise if we had to come back to the Parliament to
determine the fixed date is that the decision may need to be made quickly for commercial
reasons. No better example can be given than the privatisation of the State Government
Insurance Office which is currently taking place. As is the case with all floats the timing
of the SGlO float was crucial. We delayed the process when we came into Government
for a number of reasons. The parties which were handling the float were given the
flexibility which allowed them to make the best possible judgment. They liaised with the
Minister responsible to ascertain the correct timing.
The public preparation which the member mentioned is already taking place. The fact
that this legislation was announced some months ago, has come into the Parliament and
is being debated is public knowledge that when the bank is privatised the Government
guarantee will be phased out. The Opposition does not have any objection to the process
that is taking place; that is, that after the fixed date is determined the Government
guarantee will not be in place for the deposits placed after that fixed date and the deposits
at call will be phased out over a five year period. Members opposite appear to agree that
is a practical way to shift from having a Government guarantee to not having a
Government guarantee.
The fixing of the date by the Minister will give commerial certainty when a decision is
made. The Leader of the Opposition quite rightly said that further legislation is required
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before the bank can be sold. The bank's board, in conjunction with the Minister, is best
placed to deternine the fixed date. Members opposite cannot have it both ways. An
autonomous board that is fully responsible for preparing a bank for privatisation and
taking it through that process cannot be told that it must wait a while because a decision
must be made by the Parliament. It could take six months to go through the
parliamentary process.
Mr Taylor: It is necessary.
Mr COURT: It will not make the slightest difference to the privatisauion.
Mr Taylor. The argument you are running is exactly opposite to the one you ran when
you were in Opposition.
Mr COURT: When the Opposition was in Governiment it decided to privatise the bank.
It made a few decisions on the run during the election campaign about how it would be
implemented.
Mr Catania: So did you.
Mr COURT: We did not make any decisions on the run.
Mr Taylor: What about the Glendalough campaign?
Mr COURT: Everything that was said is in the Government's policies. When in
Opposition we clearly spelt out what our proposals were in relation to thi bank. Is the
Opposition saying that it wants to spend money on preparing the R & I for sale and when
it reaches the critical point - that is, after all the balance sheets are in place ready for the
float - it will have to come back to the Parliament for it to determine the so-called fixed
date? What is the big deal about it? What is the difference between the bank fixing the
date and the Parliament fixing the date? What will happen if the window of opportunity
is missed?
Mr Taylor: Parliament should make the decision about the fixed date for the guarantee.
It should not be left to the Treasurer or the Minister responsible.
Mr COURT: Why did the Opposition pass the legislation pertaining to the SGIO?
Mr Taylor: It is a different issue.
Mr COURT Why is it different?
Dr Gallop: I will tell you when you finish.
Mr COURT: The Opposition, when in Government, left the flexibility up to the SGIO
board when it came to handling the timing of that float and it was for a very good reason.
Dr Gallop: It is a separate issue and I will tell you why in a minute.
Mr COURT: I will sir down to allow the member to tell me.
Dr GALLOP: The Treasurer is totally confused about this legislation because it does not
deal with the privatisation of the R & I Bank.
Mr Court: It prepares it for privatisation and you know that.
Dr GALLOP: This legislation allows the R & I board to set a date from which it will
begin to phase out the guarantee. It is a totally separate issue from privatisation. I advise
the Treasurer that it is possible for his legislation to be passed and the guarantee to be
taken away from the deposits and other commitments entered into by the R & I without
its being privatised. Some people would argue that a proper corporatisation of any
Government trading enterprise would entail the removal of the Government guarantees
which apply to it. A similar issue arose in New Zealand when that Government
corporarised an institution and then removed the guarantee. it was still in State
ownership, but the guarantee was taken away.
The question of the guarantee is separate from the question of privatisation. If the bank
is privatised the issue of the guarantee will have to be dealt with in terms of the
privatisation. The Leader of the Opposition made the point that this legislation deals
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simply with the issue of the guarantee; it has nothing to do with the privatisation of the
bank. It is logically possible for the R & I Bank, as currently constituted, armed with this
legislation to set the date for the removal of the guarantee - some banks would argue that
that is what it should do if it is properly corporatised. Other banks would argue that the
guarantee should be taken away so that it is on a level playing field.
When the Government comes to deal with the issue of privatisation of the bank, which is
quite separate, it will have to came to this Parliament to obtain its support for it. If it has
to come to the Parliament to gain support for privatisation, why should it not come to the
Parliament to gain support for the removal of the guarantee? What is the difference
between the two? In summary, this legislation is not establishing the privatisation of the
R & I Bank. It deals with the removal of t guarantee. Should the Government decide
not to privatise the bank, it still may decide to get rid of die guarantee. If it does so, that
matter should come to the Parliament for debate and decision.
Mr COURT: I cannot believe this. The Opposition has agreed in principle to the
guarantee being phased out and to the process by which it is being phased out, but is now
putting forward an argument that this matter must come back to the Parliament for a
decision on die phasing out.
Mr Taylor: Read your second reading speech. It does not agree with that principle.
Mr COURT: The Opposition cannot have it both ways. Does it or does it not agree to
the phasing out of the guarantee?
Mr Taylor: In due course it will be necessary.
Mr COURT: Does the Leader of the Opposition agree with the mechanism for the
phasing out of the guarantee?
Mr Taylor: I want that mechanism to include Parliament and, as set down in this Bill, it
does not include Parliament.
Mr COURT: The Opposition members cannot make up their minds about when it should
be phased out and they want the matter to come back to die Parliament.
Mr Hill: Of course.
Mr COURT: When does the member for Helena think it should be phased out?
Mr Hil: You cannot say that now. You said in the second reading speech that you are
not ready to phase out the guarantee and I agree with you. The time may come when
you will be ready and that is the time to determine die matter in this place.
Mr COURT: When in Government did the Opposition attend briefings with the
R & IBank?
Mr Taylor They were coming out of my earholes.
Mr COURT: Does the Leader of the Opposition recall its officers explaining why they
wanted to phase out the guarantee?
Mr Taylor: Absolutely.
Mr COURT: When in Opposition we also attended briefings. Why in Opposition can
members opposite not accept the phasing out of die guarantee?
Mr Taylor We are not saying that at all; it is the mechanism.
Mr COURT: The Opposition has agreed to the mechanism.
Dr Gallop: We have not.
Mr COURT: Opposition members are in an absolute muddle over this. They agree with
the principle and agreed to do this when in Government. They have changed their minds
down the track The Opposition has agreed to a five year period, and it has now had a
change of heart and moved an amendment to the timing.
Dr Gallop: There is one important element not included, that is, the matter is not to be
considered by Parliamen
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Mr COURT: The previous Labor Government said the bank would be privatised, tbis
Government has said the bank will be privatised and the whole thing is on target to be
sold within 18 months. Does the Opposition want more warning or another few years to
think about it?
Mr Hill: When do you think the guarantee should be phased out?
Mr COURT: When moving into the final stages of the bank becoming ready for the
privatisation, which will be within the next 1S months. It must be given the flexibility to
start that program now. There is now a code of banking practice which will require the
bank to make a full public disclosure of the phased withdrawal of the guarantee. That
process was started last year when this legislation was initially mooted and when it was
introduced. It was explained in the marketplace and will not be a surprise that happens
overnight
Mr Taylor: It could not possibly be a surprise because that would be a disaster.
Mr COURT: It is public knowledge that the phasing out will start. Under the code of
banking practice the bank must make a full public disclosure, yet now the Opposition
wants a final say on die timing. The announcement was made last year, and board
members are responsible people quite capable of making a decision and doing it in a way
that will not damage the bank.
Mr TAYLOR: Unfontunately for the tenor of this debate, the Treasurer has chosen to
ignore the point the Opposition is making; that is, it does not disagree with the proposal
that the guarantee will over a period be removed from the R & I Bank, because it is
appropriate that that should be the case if the bank is to be privatised. The Opposition
disagrees with the fact that this legislation provides for the bank and the Minister to
decide when it will happen. That should not be the case. If, as the Treasurer has said in
this Parliament on many occasions, this Parliament is holding Government and
Government institutions to be accountable, on this sont of critical issue the Parliament
should play a role in that decision making process. The Treasurer should refer to his
second reading speech in which he said -

The fixed day on which the changes become effective can occur on any day
following the coming into force of the amendments and need not, for example, be
tied to the privatisation of the bank.

The Treasurer has given us examples associated with the privatisation of the State
Government Insurance Commission. This issue need not have anything to do with die
privauisation of the bank. We seek to make the point, in trying to encourage the
Treasurer to accept ibis amendment, that there is a role for the Parliament in this matter.
if die bank and the Government decided to withdraw the guarantee, and all of a sudden it
became a public issue, it would be difficult for the Minister responsible and the bank to
control that public issue. The best way to deal with these things is to make the
announcement, and bring the legislation before the Parliament in relation to the guarantee
so that there can be proper and adequate debate on the issues associated with the draw-
down of the guarantee and the fixed day. The Treasurer should not say that the
Opposition does not know whether it supports the guarantee; the Opposition has made its
position clear. It wants the Government to establish a role for this Parliament with regard
to the fixed day. That is why the Opposition found it necessary to introduce this
amendment before the Committee tonight. The Treasurer should reconsider his position
and, if necessary, leave the legislation as it is and discuss the manoer with the board of the
R & I Bank. He may find it prefers that the accountability and openness of Parliament be
related to the operations of thie Bank of Western Australia, as it will be called, rather than
an in-house secret decision on the issues of accountability and the fixed day. The issue
involved is the accountability of Government and the accountability of Government
owned enterprises. We ask the Treasurer to address those matters.
Mr COURT: An announcement has already been made about the guarantee as a
deliberate part of the process to inform the public that the guarantee will be phased out.
The Leader of the Opposition is saying that he does not have confidence in the board's
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ability to make that decision. He is saying that the board may make a decision at the
wrong time and as a result damage the value of the bank. The Leader of the Opposition
is suggesting thar members of Parliament should run the R & I Bank Ltd, but Parliament
has already made a decision to coiporatise die bank and to allow the board of directors to
run it. We have put our faith in them. We know that the bank got into some trouble and
lost a lot of money. It still has considerable tax losses on its books as a result of some
disastrous years. It has worked its way out of its financial difficulties. We have put our
faith in the board and expect the senior management to do the job. By and large,
Warwick Kent and his staff have done a very good job in turning the bank around and
ensuring a good profit record, thereby ensuring some value for the bank to sell. On the
one hand the Leader of the Opposition says the board can make commercial decisions; he
agrees with die way the bank will be instituted, but on the other hand he says he does not
have faith in the board to make other commercial decisions. He cannot have it both
ways. If die Leader of the Opposition thinks he can run the bank better he should not
have supported the creation of the board in the first place.
Mr CATANIA: I amn not concerned about the timing of the privatisation, the appointed
day, or the phasing out of the guarantee. I am concerned about the content of the
guarantee. The second reading speech states that the guarantee will be phased out over
five years. My concern is that the guarantee will remain a liability on the State even
though the State will not own die bank. Five years is a long time considering that the
bank is on course and has disclosed that the guarantee will be phased out over five years
and that the bank will be sold over the next 18 months. The provisions of the guarantee
should be made public so that this Chamber can discuss the matter.
Mr COURT: The Bill will provide for a date to be set; that is, the appointed day. After
that day the statutory guarantee will not apply to new financial obligations. Any future
deposits in the bank will not have a Government guarantee. Secondly, a statutory
guarantee will apply to all retail banking on-call deposits for five years after the
appointed day. For term deposits, the guaranteec will be on maturity prior to die fixed
day. At-call deposits will be for five years from the fixed day. Any other financial
obligations of the bank have already been guaranteed. As an example, if there were a
maintenance contract for a computer system, that would be entered into with a
Government guarantee under the legislation. With the sale of the bank, in those areas the
bank would probably ask for an indemnity from the buyer that it not guarantee those
areas. That is a different matter from the funds on deposit. For term deposits, the
guarantee is on maturity, and at-call deposits are for five years from the fixed date.
Mrt Taylor: What do you mean by die buyer?
Mr COURT: As the legislation stands, all the bank's contracts have a Government
guarantee, so the deposits with the bank - die main area in which people want a
guarantee - represent an area in privatisation where we would need to work out a deal.
That is standard practice. If the buyer is to take over certain contractual commitments
entered into with the Government with a guarantee, as part of the sale price we will have
a form of indemnity for the new buyer to accept liability for die contracts entered into.
Mr CATANIA: Will the bank be drawing up a risk list? The bank has certain
transactions and we have seen some people lose money. Will any risk list indicate the

prorties; that is, whether certain transactions are of greater risk? How will the bank
hae those transactions? Will the State guarantee those transactions for a longer

period? What disclosures will the bank make in this area?
Mr COURT: The member is confusing deposits with loans. As part of the disclosure
requirements, the prospectus will contain an outline of the loan portfolio. We have
experienced a similar difficulty with the SGIO float. The insurance business is all about
the rail of the business and the liabilities in future. People buying shares in the SGIO are
nialcing a judgment, presumably on professional advice, and believe that their portfolio
will perform in a certain way. As part of a prospectus, the hank would have to declare
the state of its loan situation. That is the marketplace at work. Banks got into difficulty -
and the R & I Bank Ltd is no exception - by buying too heavily in the property market.
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For example, when property values fell they were forced by the auditors to write off very
heavily some of those areas where they had loans. The member is confusing the state of
the bankc's loan book with the state of its deposit book. The deposit book is where the
Government guarantee lies, and the obligation by the State is to guarantee those deposits.
At present - this is where the commercial decisions come into play - the bank does not
have the same capital requirements as laid dawn by the Reserve Bank of Australia
because the Government guarantee is in place.
Mr Catania, The prudential ratio should be included.
Mr COURT: As it moves to comply fully, as it would with the prudential requirements,
there will be an injection of more capital into the bank.
Mr Catania: And the State will provide it?
Mr COURT: With the SGIO a certain part of the float proceeds has gone to build up the
capital base and the balance has gone to the SGIC. In this case a certain amount of the
float is required to build up the capital base so that it fully meets those prudential
requirements lad down by the Reserve Bank.
Mr TAYLOR: We have got a little away from the issue contained in my amendment.
We have faith in the members of the R & I Bank board. We appointed most, but not all,
of them. A very healthy relationship exists between the Government and the bank board
today. There is a role for Parliament in the completion of the guarantee.
Mr Court: That is what we are doing now.
Mr TAYLOR: No. We are giving the Government and the bank open slather on this
issue. We have discussed two issues in that regard. One is that this decision ignores the
role of the Parliament, the issue of accountability. It says that as far as the Treasurer and
the R & I Bank are concerned, this Parliament does not matter, this is an issue for them
and them alone. I say to the Treasurer that it is not an issue for the Minister and the bank
alone; it is an issue for the Parliament and for everyone who happens to bank or who
wants to bank with the R & I. Not only is it in their interests but also it is a very healthy
situation when there is public scrutiny of the removal - gradual or otherwise - of the
guarantee. There cannot be any disadvantage to the R & I Bank, its customers or its
owners for that to be the case. The Parliament has every right to be part of that scrutiny
process.
The nature of the amendment is to require the Government to come back to the
Parliament to deal with this process. If the Government refuses to accept the amendment,
it is going back on the issues that the Treasurer put up when he sat on this side of the
Chamber during the decade when we were in Government. He has copped the argument
from these board members that there is no role for Parliament, that there is only a role for
them and the Treasurer to determine this issue. It is a critical issue - the Treasurer should
not underestimate its importance - in terms of the management and the future of the Bank
of Western Australia. It is not the sont of issue that should be lightly dismissed, and the
Treasurer should not say that there is no role for the Parliament. We are not putting these
arguments tonight out of any disrespect for the people who run the R & I Bank or
because the Government and the bank might put one over the people of Western
Australia. The people would not let them get away with it. We are putting these
arguments in the interests of accountability and of the bank itself, to enable people to be
await of exactly what is happening, and when and why this is happening. This critical
issue will determine the success or otherwise of the Bank of Western Australia, be it
privatised, in full, in part or not at all.
Mr COURT: This is the critical issue in the sale of the bank. A bank cannot be sold with
a Government guarantee.
Mr Taylor: That is what the second reading speech says.
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition should let me finish what I am saying. A
bank cannot be sold with a Government guarantee in place. Is the Leader of the
Opposition saying that we are trying to hide the sale of dhe bank?
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Mr Taylor: You did not even tie this to the sale of the bank in the second reading speech.
Mr COURT: The Leader of the Opposition must hAve been asleep when he went to the
briefings in Government.
Mr Taylor: You can be rude about it, but it is in the second reading speech.

Mr COURT: I am not being rude about it. I ant telling the member why this matter has
been raised before the legislation for its sale comes into the Parliament. I will tell the
Leader of the Opposition why.
Mr Taylor: I can tell you why. It is in the second reading speech.
Mr COURT: This is the most critical issue in the sale of the bank. It must be in the
public arena. well before the legislation comes into the Parliament. If we walk into the
Parliament and say, "We will sell the bank tomorrow and, by the way, the guarantee will
go", we will have a problem on our hands. The bank floated the idea quite deliberately
last year. We introduced the legislation last year. The legislation was to have been
debated and passed last year, but it was delayed. Under the code of banking practice - I
think the Leader of the Opposition missed this point -.the bank must make a full public
disclosure of the phased withdrawal of the guarantee. I think the Leader of the
Opposition has also misundertood the process that is followed for the sale of a bank. I
have said that, as will be the case with the 5010, a certain part of the proceeds of the sale
will go into building up its capital requirements. It currently does not meet the capital
requirements. The board will not make a commercial decision to phase out the guarantee
when it does not have in place the ability to lift its capital to get to the prudential
requirements. That is commercial suicide. That is why the board is running the bank. It
is the board's responsibility to make those decisions. The board members are the proper
people to determine the timing of it, not the Parliament.

Division

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result -

Ayes (16)

Mr Brown Mrs Henderson Mr Ripper
Mr Catania Mr Hill Mr Taylor
Mr Cunningham Mr Kobelke Mr Thomas
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Mr Leahy (Teller)
Mr Gmahnn Mr McGinty
Mrs Hallahan Mr Riebeling

Noes (25)
Mr Ainsworth Mr Kierach Mr W. Smith
Mr Eoar Mr Lewis Mr StzickLand
Mr Bmdshaw Mr Marshall MrTrenorden
Dr Constable Mr McNee Mr Tubby
Mr court Mr Nicholls Mrs van de Klashorst
Mr&Cowan Mr Omodei Mr Wiese
Mrs Edwardes Mr Osborne Mr Blotfwitch (Teller)
Dr Flames Mr Prince
Mr House Mr Shave

Amendment thus negatived.
Cause put and passed.
Clauses 11 to 13 put and passed.
Schedule put and passed.
rle put and passed.

Report

Bill reported. without amendment, and the report adopted.
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Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Court (Treasurer), and transmitted to the Council.

COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT BILL 1993
Committee

Resumed from 2 December 1993. The Deputy Chairman of Committees (Mr Johnson) in
the Chair; Mr Court (Premier) in charge of the Bill.
Progress was reported after clause 4 had been agreed to.
Clause S: Commission's functions are to inquire and report on certain matters -

Dr GALLOP: This is a controversial clause. One could argue that within this clause are
the weaknesses af the Government version of the Commission on Government Bill. Ihe
clause in the Lawrence Government Bill of 1992 was simpler and clearer. It provided
that the functions of the commissioners were to inquire into the matters specified in the
table to the subsection being matters referred to in part II of the royal commission report.
It went on to list 15 matters which had been referred by the royal commission and which
it believed required further analysis by the Commission on Government before being
acted on by Parliament. The Lawrence Government Bill came directly from the
recommendations of the royal commission; it did not hesitate, or qualify the issues.
In subclause (a) of the Government version, the functions of the commission have been
qualified. Another subclause is added which allows for new matters to be discussed
within the commission if it so chooses as long as they deal with the prevention of
corruption, or illegal or improper conduct. This clause places a strong condition on the
Commission on Government. One of the counsel assisting the royal commission, Mr
Michael Barker QC. said that the Bill qualified the functions of the Commission on
Government "by providing that it inquire and report into matters contained in a schedule
to the legislation" only "if and to the extent to which the commission considered those
matters to be relevant to the prevention of corrupt, illegal or improper conduct. "In
other words, the qualification acts as a restraint on what the royal commissioners wanted
the Commission on Government to do.
This comes back to the very essence of our criticism of the Government's approach to
this issue. The Liberal-National Government believes that the problems that exist in our
system of government am incidental to the system. When announcing the Commission
on Government Hill in a press release on 8 July 1993 the Premier said that "there was
little inherently wrong with the system of government in Western Australia". The
problem is that that was not the view taken by the royal commission. The royal
commissioners argued strongly that there was something inherently wrong with the
system of government in this State. The introduction in part U1 of the royal commission
report states -

Individually, the matters upon which we have reported reveal serious weaknesses
and deficiencies in our system of government. Together, they disclose
fundamental weaknesses in the present capacity of our institutions of government,
including the Parliament, to exact that degree of openness, accountability and
integrity necessary to ensure that the Executive fulfils its basic responsibility to
serve the public interest. This is not to deny the essential strengths of the
concepts of representative democracy and responsible government which Western
Australia has inherited. What is now necessary, however, is a systematic
reappraisal of our institutions of government.

The royal commissioners argued that the problems that existed in Western Australia were
structural, inherent within our form of responsible government. The commissioners then
listed the issues that needed to be addressed so that the structural problems could be
remedied. The original Bill put forward by the Labor Government listed those matters to
deal with the problems in the system, whereas the current Government has put a
qualification around that, and said that only those matters that deal with the protection of

10297



improper or corrupt conduct will be dealt with by this Commission on Government. It
could be argued by the Premier that it is simply a question of definition. It may be
possible for the Commission on Government to define those qualifications in such
general terms that all of the issues to which the royal commission originally painted
should be addressed in its report. However, if that is his argument - and I would like to
hear his argument - it seems that this Bill should list the matters as did the legislation
introduced by the former Government. If the definition of that qualification is too
general to include all those matters, why not just include them anyway? That is
essentially the problem with this clause. If accepted, the following amendments would
restore this clause to the full intention of the royal commissioners as they originally
reported. I move -

Page 4, line 5 - To delete the words "if and to" and substitute "including".
Page 4, lines 9 to 12 - To delete the lines.
Page 4. line 15 - To delete "paragraphs (a) and (b)" and substitute "paragraph (a)
of this section".

Mr COURT: I do not understand why the Opposition wants to amend a clause which
enables the commissioners to have broad powers and a wide function to investigate all of
the matters that were investigated by the Royal Commission into Commercial Activities
of Government and Other Matters. Clause 5(c) has been left wide to include any other
matters considered by the commission to be pertinlentL I cannot understand why members
opposite object to the clause and the way in which it is written. The amendment would
return it to the way it read in the original legislation. The Government cannot support the
amendment.
Mr KOBELKE: I seek a clarification from the Premier on the matter he just attempted to
answer. TIhis legislation largely copies the Bill that was introduced by the Lawrence
Government. One expects a reason for changes that have been made. Can the Premier
explain the intention behind these changes to what is now clause 5? As the member for
Victoria Park pointed out, the previous Bill simply took up the matters contained in the
royal commission report and gave the commission the function of inquiring into them.
That is clear from the report. This legislation also contains references in the schedule
which contains specified matters specific to the chapter numbers in the royal commission
report. Clearly, this Bill flows from that report. It will require the commission when
established to take up the matters in the royal commission report and this legislation,
which is based on that report, clearly mirrors part 11. The Bill now before the Chamber
varies in a few small areas; clause 5 is one of them. Why has the Premier found it
necessary to take what is a fairly simple and specific directive about the functions of the
commission and break it down into three subsections, one which narrows it down in
paragraph (a)? Paragraph (b) seems to open it up again by referring to matters which,
although not specified matters, are considered by the commission to be relevant to the
prevention of corrupt, illegal or improper conduct by or involving public officials.
Paragraph (c) refers to any other matters considered by the commission to be pertinent to
matters inquired into under paragraphs (a) and (b).
The Government is imposing a restriction on the commission in that it must somehow
find a relevance to matters that involve corrupt, illegal or improper conduct. However, to
see how the function of the commission will work we must look to the specified matters
in the schedule, among which is the operation of Cabinet secrecy. I hope the Premier
winl indicate what he understands by Cabinet secrecy and how that will relate to proper
and improper conduct. I cannot see a connection. It is placing an extra restriction on
what the commission can look into, and the specified matters are being stretched out to
include matters that do not have a direct connection to the restrictions placed. Another
specified matter is the adequacy of constitutional change processes by which the
constitutional laws of the State may be changed. If members dwell on that matter for a
moment they will find it fairly difficult to connect the adequacy of the processes with the
prevention of corrupt, illegal or improper conduct by or involving public officials. The
Government. having scuttled the whole process in 1992, said after winning the election
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that it was about accountable Government and it would do something about the royal
commission's report. However, for a whole year it dragged its feet and did nothing and
at the end of last year it proceeded with this Bill because of political pressure from the
media. It was asking the Government why it was not willing to be accountable and why
it would not take up the recommendations of the royal commission's report
This Bill limits the time which the commission has to report from 24 to 21 months. The
commission has been given an expanded list of specified matters and an additional
restrictiofl in clause 5 states that somehow there must be a relevance to the prevention of
corrupt, illegal or improper conduct. This was not included in the royal commission's
report. Will the Premier indicate why it was necessary to make these changes? Will he
also explain t meaning of Cabinet secrecy and how it relates to clause 5?
Mr COURT: I thought members opposite would support the fact that the specified
matters in the schedule have been increased from 15 to 24. I cannot understand why
members opposite should be critical of giving the commission a wider scope.
The member referred to Cabinet secrecy. The Opposition's proposals included the
secrecy laws of the State, both statutory and common law, as they apply to information
possessed by Government, its officials and agencies. However, the whole operation of
Cabinet secrecy was not included. One of the big issues outlined in the royal
commission's report was the question of collective responsibility of Cabinet and I
thought members opposite would support its inclusion in the specified matters that wil
be referred to the Commission on Government.
Mr KOBELKE: Again I ask the Premier to explain what he means by Cabinet secrecy.
It certainly is not a well defined term and one will not find its definition in Erskine May's
Parliamentary Practice or in any standard dictionary.
The Premier is saying that by increasing the number of specified matters from 15 to 24
the commission will do a more thorough job. That is absolute nonsense. The fact is that
the Government is establishing a commission which is required to do a job. If it is to be
effective it must have the time and resources to be able to investigate the matters it is
requested to look into. This clause is relaying to the commission a whole lot of vague
gobbledegook which it will not be able to deal with. Cabinet secrecy was not raised in
the royal commission's report and it is not defined by this Government. It is a vague and
nebulous concept which obviously the Premier is hoping the commission will waste its
time on and forget the real issues.
The Premier has already established a consultative committee to investigate the processes
by which the constitutional laws of the State may be changed. Why should it be referred
to the Commission on Government? It will give it additional work on matters which are
not directly pertinent to the royal commission's report.
The Premier's bold claim that the number of specified matters has been increased from
15 to 24 symbolises what this Government is about; that is, it is about fancy window
dressing and it has no substance. In cases where a previous recommendation had three
parts to it the Government has split it into three separate recommendations. In some
cues it has not even changed the wording. Therefore, it has not increased the number of
specified matters - it looks good to have 24 instead of 15. The only new matters which
have been included are Cabinet secrecy, constitituional change and the appropriate
guidelines to be observed by caretaker Governments in relation to their conduct and
management prior to elections. Again it is a vague and nebulous constitutional matter
which the commission could spend all day talking about. In the end it will not come up
with proposals that could be implemented to deal with illegal or corrupt matters. I have
alrady referred to the item dealing with constitutional law. Three new issues were
dragged in to make it look as though the commission could be tied up investigating issues
which are not relevant to the royal commission's report. If the Premier is serious about
this he wil make a connection between these matters and the royal commission's report.
I hope the Premier will address the more specific matters outlined in clause 5. 1 have
already asked him why clause 5 has three subclauses instead of one simple directive.
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Why does an additional condition relating to the prevention of corrupt, illegal or
improper conduct have to be included? Is it to ensure that the workings of his
Government, which might be improved through the royal commission's
recommendations, will not be investigated? In the time this Government has been in
office it has become evident that it does not want to be accountable, it does not want to
consult and it does not have the processes of rational, open Government under its belt.
This Government is working with its mates - a nod and a wink and away they go and Bob
is thefr uncle. However, when it comes to an open, consultative process where rational
debate can line up the issues so that judgments and decisions can be made and priorities
set, this Government is sadly wanting.
If the Premier is treating this Bill seriously he will answer my question and state why we
need these three paragraphs to this clause. It places an extra burden on the commission
when a royal commission which cost $30m and produced a report comprising several
volumes provided a final volume which included clear recommendations. Some
members of the Government put a different perspective on the second volume of the
report because they believe it was not pant of the royal commission's report. That is
absolute nonsense. It is a different part because it suggests improvements to the system
of government in Western Australia. The earlier volumes related to what it found in
specific areas. The second volume draws clearly and directly from the earlier volumes.
The Government wants to change its tack and ensure that the commission does not take
op what is contained in the royal commission's recommendations. Therefore, clause 5
states that matters relevant to the prevention of corrupt, illegal and improper conduct
should be investigated. Obviously that was a focus for the royal commission, but the
time and effort that went into it enabled the royal commission to draw the threads of it
through the whole system of government. Issues that are fundamental to the proper
working of Government, to eliminate the potential for corrupt or improper activity,
should be investigated even though they may be one step removed from corrupt or
improper action. This Government appears to think that this may be too close to the way
it operates; that is, it does not want people looking in to determine whether things are
being done through the proper process.
We see that proper process is perhaps somehow to be excluded by clause 5. Perhaps this
Government is scared to be consultative, open and accountable. It certainly does not
operate that way, so why have a Commission on Government suggest it do those things
which modem, progressive democracies do all around the world but somehow this
Government finds difficult to cope with? We find in clause 5 a special condition
concocted to try to move away from the heat and say it is okay for the Commission on
Government to go back over and rake up what may have been the dirt of the past, but
when it comes to the actual system of government and how it might be improved, we had
better be a bit careful because we do not want the Commission on Government to get too
close to the way we operate. That is the impression that I formed from the wording of
clause 5. 1 think I am open minded enough to be convinced otherwise, and I hope the
Premier will try to do that.
Dr GALLOP: Like the member for Nollamara, I ask the Premier why we need this filter,
as he called it. Why do we need to place upon the recommendations of the royal
commission a qualification when it comes to the work of the Commission on
Government? We would like an answer to that important question in tonight's debate.
Perhaps the Premier can indicate to me whether my interpretation of the answer to this
question is correct. My interpretation of this clause goes like this: The Liberal and
National Parties were very happy with pant I of the report of the royal commission
because most of the material contained therein dealt with matters relating to the previous
Labor Government. It was to the great disappointment of the Liberal and National
parties that part I of the report said that those deficiencies that had occurred in our
system of governument were not related to the actions of particular individuals but were
very much inherent within the system that we had, because it did not have within it
sufficient checks and balances to prevent those sorts of problems from occurring.
Therefore, if we were to clean up our system of government, we had to address all of the
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issues that were in that section and which were based upon the two fundamental
principles of democracy and mrust. The royal commissioners linked both of those
principles through to the sovereignty of the people in our system of government. The
royal commission was under no illusions about that matter. It said that all of these issues
needed to be dealt with directly and as a matter of urgency if our system of government
was to work properly.
This report was not palatable to the Liberal and National Panties, and it did not take long
before members of both Chambers were questioning pant II of the report. We had the
contribution firstly of the then member for South Metrpolitan Province, now member
for South Perth, followed by the contribution of the member for Merredin, now Deputy
Premier, about whether the royal commissioners actually wrote part I1 of the report.
They implied in their comments that somehow part I was put together by the royal
commissioners themselves and pant 11 was put together by other people. The ruth of the
matter is that the royal commissioners had advisers help them to write both reports. The
style differences between sections of the first report indicate that different people drafted
different sections of that report. That is not to say in any way that the royal
commissioners did not endorse everything that was contained therein. I ask the Premier:,
Did he write his recent document on federation, which he signed as his document?
Mr Court: No.
Dr GALLOP: Of course the Premier did not write that, nor would I expect him to, but he
and his advisers would have gone through the draft that was given to him to check that it
contained the material that he wanted in it. There was absolutely no difference between
pars I and H of the report of the royal commission. The only problem was that part II
had recommendations that members of the Liberal and National Parties did not want to
hear.
Mr Cowan: When did the commissioners receive the second draft?
Dr GALLOP: Every time the Deputy Premier opens his mouth on this subject, he
discredits himself because he impugns the integrity of the royal commissioners.
Mr Cowan: No, I do not. I am asking you a question, and you cannot answer it.
Dr GALLOP: I have no idea. Thai is the answer to that question. The Liberal and
National Parties got a report that was unpalatable to them, and that report said "Let us
address all of these questions." That posed a real problem for them because the royal
commissioners actually said that some of the aspects of our system of government were
so bad that they should be addressed, and it was the Liberal and National Parties which
had spent so many years defending those aspects of the system, particularly, in the case
of the National Party, the electoral system. They got out of this, and it required some
pretty sophisticated thinking within Government, by saying "Look, we cannot give part 11
of the report a run because that is really the Labor Party report. We will set up this
Commission on Government and place a qualification on the work that it will do" - as the
member for Nollamara said so appropriately - "by putting ia filter on its
recommendations. That will send to the Commission on Government a definite signal
that we want it to deal only with matters which pertain to the issues of corruption,
illegality or impropriety." It is interesting that those three words are used, because the
three words that are the key to pant 11 of the royal commission report are openness,
accountability and integrity. Those are the three words on which the royal
commissioners focus, and interestingly they are altered when it comes to the
Government's version of the functions that should be given to die Commission on
Government.
My questions to the Premier are simple. Firstly, why does he need this filter? Why was
the Labor Party's version of this legislation, moved in 1992, insufficient? Secondly, can
the Premier indicate whether my version of what happened in the construction of that
filter is true; namely, that the Liberal and National Parties do not support pant I of the
royal commission report, do not take it seriously, and will do all they can to neuter the
implications contained within it?
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Mr COURT: There is no filter that the member is referring to. The member seems to
have forgotten that the reason that the royal commission was called in the first place was
that there were concerns about corrupt, illegal and improper conduct within Government.
Mr Kobelke: There still are. There are more of them now. That is the problem. There
are more in your Government than we have seen in the last 10 years.
Mr COURT: Get up and tell us what they are.
Mr KOBELKE: I will certainly take up that challenge from the Premier. The fear we
have about this legislation is that the Government is attempting to cover its lack of
interest in the real issues mentioned by the member for Victoria Park, and that it will use
the Commission on Government far political purposes. This Government is not about
open government, and the people of Western Australia know it. The Government is not
accountable and it knows nothing about integrity.
Let us consider some of its decisions. A few weeks after coming into Government, it
decided to allow road trains to rumble through the streets of Perth. Did the Government
establish an inquiry to look into that proposal? The local councils, the Royal Automobile
Club and the police were opposed to it; however, the road transport lobby group was
friendly with the Government and it wanted the change made. It was the Government's
mate. The Government said, "Let's not have proper, open and accountable government
and let's give them the financial advantage they want." The Government allocated
hundreds of thousands of dollars for road improvements to look after the transport lobby
group, which obviously put money into this Government's election campaign.
Also, the Minister for Local Government watered down the safety requirements on
swimming pool fences. The local councils, which originally opposed the amendments,
supported the more rigorous requirements; the safety experts said that the requirements
should stay; and they were wanted by all parents of young children. However, dhe
Swimming Pool and Spa Association wanted the regulations watered down because that
was in its financial interests. No inquiry was held on the matter to see how the position
might be improved, and the Government just decided to give its mates some money. We
had a reduction in safety requirements protecting children in Western Australia so that
the mates of this Government could pocket some more money.
The charitable collection organisations were ripping off some charities, and the
regulations were changed so that at least 40 per cent of funds collected went to the
charities. In that case the collecting agencies could not take all the funds collected.
However, Chilla Porter, who is well connected to the Liberal Party, happens to run a
charitable collection agency, and he spoke to the Minister. Suddenly the regulations
were taken away. He said to the Minister, "They are taking money out of my pocket and
that cannot happen." The Government decided that charitable organisations should not
receive a fair deal if that meant that its mates would be out of pocket.
The carve up of the City of Perth broke the election promise of consultation and a
referendum. Increased rates will have to be paid by the residents of the suburban areas of
die City of Perth so that the friends of the Government, the Building Owners and
Managers Association and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry, can pick up a
windfall in reduced rates in the city. The Government broke with the normal procedures
and reversed election promises to look after its mates.
Even in printing the brochure outlining the City of Perth carve up the Government could
not get it right. It could not follow the correct tendering process. It sought three quotes
but then went straight to the company which happened to be owned by the husband of a
Liberal member of Parliament. This person picked up $60 000. The company, if
members check the figures over the past 12 months, has done the majority of printing for
the Liberal Party during election campaigns. The Government has no problem in giving
work to that company.
The member for Albany, before becoming a inister, had no trouble in looking after his
legal firm rather than standing by fth proper processes of government. He is on record in
that matter, which caused great embarrassment to the Government; however, this did not
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prevent his being appointed a Minister, yet this Government asks, "What corruption are
we involved in?" Changes to the workers' compensation legislation simply looked after
one interest group.
The Minister for Planning is in the Chamber, so we should consider the Neerabup
batching plant. The suburb of Neerabup has an industrial estate which contains four
concrete batching plants. Len Buckeridge wanted to put the batching plant into the
national park even though room was available in the industrial estate. The Minister camne
into this Chamber and said that he would allow the concrete batching plant to be located
in a national park. H-is decision was totally opposed by the local council, the State
Planning Commission, the Department of Planning and Urban Development and the town
planning appeal committee report to the Minister. All these groups said that on good
planning grounds the plant should not be located in the national park. Nevertheless, the
Minister said, "I have spoken to my mace and he said he could pocket up to $l.2m over
four years as a result of this decision." That is not a bad kickback for the mates of the
Government.
We are talking about corruption in Government. This Government has been in office for
only 12 months and the list of examples goes on and on. Would the Premier like me to
keep going?
Mr Court: Carry on.
Mr KOBELKE: Today we had a beauty. A $575m power station was handled in a way
which is totally unacceptable to business and to a modem democratic system of
government: The Government allowed a contract for $575Sm to be awarded without any
consideration of other company tenders. This deal has such a stench about it that people
will say that this Government is corrupt because it cannot come into this place and justify
its actions. The Minister for Energy gave a brief ministerial statement to place on record
the reasons for the deal. He spoke in here for only three minutes; the Minister blurted out
a few words and then ran for cover. How can this Government claim to be in any sense
accountable and open? It is without integrity.
The Government is frightened that if this Commission on Government does its job, the
Government will be caught out. The Government. is not accountable and has no integrity.
Clause 5 has a requirement that the commission must look mainly at matters in the past to
serve its narrow political interests. As we debate the clauses, the Opposition will show
that this Government has proposed a Commission on Government which will not
improve government in Western Australia; this Government will use it for its political
purposes. T7hat was far from the minds of the royal commissioners when compiling the
voluminous Royal Commission into Commercial Activities of Government and Other
Matters report. Their recommendations were taken up quickly in the 1992
implementation Bill. However, the current Bill. is an attempt by the Government to use
the Commission on Government for different, blatantly political purposes. The Premier
has been unable to give supporting arguments for the changes to clause 5 under
consideration. I apologise, Mr Deputy Chairman (Mr Ainsworth), for being distracted
from the clause as I was responding to an interjection from the Premier.
Dr GALLOP: The Premier invited me to give examples within the Government of what
w~as discovered to be corrupt, illegal or improper conduct by the royal commission. I
give a very good example which continues to receive the support of our Government. I
refer to the electoral system. If ever there was an example of clear corruption in
Government. this is it.
Currently within the parliamentary Liberal Party a growing chorus of opinion agrees with
the Opposition that a person who believes in individual rights cannot distinguish between
the rights of one person and those of another. The belief is that we all must have those
rights equally. When it comes to voting, that implies that all voting rights should be
distributed equally. There is a growing chorus of opinion within Liberal ranks that one-
vote-one-value, which is the embodiment of that principle, ought to be included in the
Constitution of this Stare. But there is a deal between the National Parry and the Liberal
Party embodied in the coalition Government of this State which means that those
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individuals who believe in one-vote-one-value axe told by the Premier and by the leading
lights in the Liberal Party - the Crichton-Browne faction in this State - that they must be
quiet on this fundamental question of human rights because malapportionment is a
central condition of the coalition. The National Party has six members in this Chamber
and three members in the other Chamber. Without malapportionment the National Party
would probably have one or two representatives at most in this Chamber and one in the
other Chamber. Because of this deal, the National Party is corrupt. Its leader is corrupt
and the party is corrupt because they have a deal with the Liberal Party to maintain their
position of power.

Withdrawal of Remark

Mr COWAN: I take exception to that remark and I insist that it be withdrawn.
The DEPUTY CHAIRMAN (Mr Ainsworth): Order! I distinctly heard a personal
reference to corruption.
Dr GALLOP: I withdraw.

Commnittee Resumed
Dr GALLOP: The National Party in this State is politically corrupt.

Withdrawal of Remark
Mr COWAN: I find that remark to be offensive and seek its withdrawal.
Dr GALLOP: I withdraw.

Committee Resumed
Dr GALLOP: The National Party in this State has an improper relationship with the
Liberal Party which denies the people of this State their right to vote equally. The
coalition has been put together without the interests of the public of Western Australia in
mind but with the interests of six National Party members in this Chamber and three in
the other Chamber and the interests that they support in mind. The coalition is
maintained because it is in their interests: it has nothing to do with the interests of the
general public.
It is inevitable that this system will collapse. It has collapsed throughout the rest of
Australia and it will collapse in Western Australia. The reason that it is held together is
through the convenience thu currntly applies. Another reason that it stands together is
that the backbench members of the Liberal Party, just like the members of the Liberal
Party in Queensland through the 1970s and 1980s, do not have the political courage to
stand up against the National Party and the rorts that it brought upon the electoral system
in this State. They did not have the courage to stand up in Queensland and, in the end,
they got the Bjelke-Pecersen Government. They did not have the courage to stand up in
Western Australia and, as a result, we have a system of government in which there are no
checks and balances on the Executive. It is called malapportionment.
Mr Cowan: What was your excuse when you lost all that money? Where was the
accountability?
Dr GALLOP: Did the National Party get any funds from the leader's fund?
Mr Cowan: No.
Dr GALLOP: Categorically, the member says no?
Mr Cowan: Categorically no.
Dr GALLOP: There are no checks and balances because of the malapportionment
Members should look at the current composition of the Senate as it represents Western
Australia based on one-vote-one-value. If that occurred in our upper House, do members
believe that the Mabo legislation would have been passed? The answer is no. Do they
think that the City of Perth Restructuring Bill would have passed through this Parliament
without the introduction of a referendum clause? Certainly not.
Mr Lewis: Count the numbers.
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Dr GALLOP: I can count. The Government does not have the numbers in the upper
House when it comes to one-vote-one-value. I take up the Premier's challenge and
indicate that the very system that makes him Premier of a coalition Government is
premised upon the ronting of the electoral system. His Government is based on the
rotting of the electoral system.
The Minister for Energy should not laugh because he knows only too well. I am sure
that, deep down, he would like to get rid of the National Party from the coalition so that
his economically rational instincts could be given free play within Cabinet That is the
mother of all ronts in our system of government. It is inevitable that such a ront will
change. The concept of individual human rights will eventually win. We took it to thre
elections and won on that principle, and the upper House knocked it back. We have now
gone to the High Court and will see what it has to say about the question. It will
eventually win. The great big ront that is the basis of National Party narrow self-interest
in this State will collapse. It will be a very good day for the State of Western Australia
when that happens.
Mr COURT: This is quite a remarkable performance tonight. Members have been
talking about a royal commission. What did that royal commission say about members
opposite? It said that those members had acted improperly and illegally. It said that the
Government was prepared to put the interests of its own party ahead of the interests of
the people of Western Australia. Yet members opposite talk about individual rights.
What nonsense!
Mr Kobelke interjected.
Mr COURT: I point out to the member for Nollamara that the Government is frightened
of nothing that it is doing. By saying that bringing in road trains is a corrupt activity, he
is becoming a laughing stock. The Perth City Council legislation was passed in this
Parliament.
Mr Kobelke: Look after your mates and no-one else.
Mr COURT: [ find that comment absolutely despicable. The member thinks it is fun to
make those comments. We have sat in this Parliament and seen his Government lose
$1.5b of hard earned taxpayers' funds.
Mr Kobelke: You blew $575m of taxpayers' money today and didn't even take the
trouble to justify it.
Mr COURT: That rubbish is not worth replying to.

Division
Amendments put and a division taken with the foliowing result -

Ayes (16)
Mr Brown Mrs Henderson M i
Mr Catania Mr Hill M a r
Mr Cunninghamn Mr Kobelke Mir Thomas
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Mr Leahy(Teller)
Mr Graham Mr McGinty
Mrs Hallahan Mr Riebeling

Noes (27)
Mr Ci. Bamnett Mr Johnson Mr Prince
Mr Board Mr Kierath Mr Shave
Mr Bradshaw Mr Lewis Mr W. Smith
Dr Contstable Mr Marshall Mr Strickland

r Court Mr McNee Mr Trenowden
Mr Cowan Mr Nicholls Mr Tubby
Mrs Edwardes Mr Omodei Mrs van de Kiashorsi
Dr Names Mr Otbome Mr Wiese
Mr Hous Mr Pendal Mr Eloffwitch (Teller)

Amendments thus negatived.
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Clause put and passed.
Clause 6:- Commission may decide not to make further inquiries into a matter-
Mr KOBELKE: This clause is not included in the 1992 Lawrence Government Bill. It
does not seem to have any great import ocher than to state things which I assume would
be commonsense or a practical way in which the commission would go about martens
even if clause 6 were not in the Bill. Perhaps I am missing something and there is a real
need to specifically indicate -

Mr Trenorden: I can tell you what you are missing - a lot of commonsense.
Mr KOBELKE: I will not get sidetracked into another litany of problems with this
Government. It seems chat this clause provides char the commission can decide that a
matter does not need any further work, and move on. I am not sure why that should be in
the Bill. If the commission had a schedule of specified matters to examine, one would
assume it would do that job properly. If, after some work on a specified matter, it found
it had gone as far as it could it would report accordingly. Clause 6 seems to put that in
specific terms. However, subelause (1) provides for the consideration of specified
matters. I asked the Premier earlier if he would be more specific about what was the
specified matter of the operation of Cabinet secrecy. I would genuinely appreciate some
explanation of how he sees that concept of Cabinet secrecy without being political or
attacking a former Government. If he can do that I will sit down and not keep rising.
Mr COURT: One of the concerns which arose from the inquiry into Government
dealings was about what took place within Cabinet. Many members of Cabinet said they
could not recall or could nor remember some important decisions made inside Cabinet.
Other Ministers said they were not told information affecting some of the important
decisions that were made. There is a convention of collective responsibility under which
this Government operates; that is, when Cabinet makes a decision all Cabinet members
accept responsibility for it. During the royal commission inquiry we saw a reversal of
that when, for one reason or another, Ministers said they would not accept collective
responsibility for decisions. The clause in the 1992 legislation relates to the inquiry into
the secrecy of both statutory and common laws of the State as they apply to information
possessed by Government, its officials and agencies. As the operation of Cabinet was
one of the major pitfalls of the then Government and one of the major areas of concern,
Cabinet secrecy was believed to be appropriately included in the royal commission's
findings.
Mr Kobelce: Do you therefore see the Commission on Government discussing it with
Cabinet? Not too many academics would understand the way in which Cabinet operates.
It works quite differently from Government to Government.
Mr COURT: It obviously does because this Government has accepted collective
responsibility on decisions. All the Ministers must accept equal responsibility for what
takes place in Cabinet meetings. T1hat can make meetings long because, in some cases,
the decisions are quite major. When the royal commission asked what the Ministers
recollected of certain Cabinet decisions, in many cases they could not recall important
decisions. There was obviously a major difference between the operation of chat
Government and this one. The royal commission also said that major decisions were
made without Cabinet being fully informed of the detail of those decisions. That shows
quite a slaphappy approach to Government. The simple answer to that is if all members
of Cabinet do not know the details, they should not make the decision. Ir is appropriate
and timely that the Commission on Government look at the way Cabinet operates and the
specific issue of Cabinet secrecy makes it possible for it to do that.
Mr Kobelke: Are you saying tt Cabinet discussions will be open to the Commission on
Government?
Mr COURT: I arn happy to sit down with the commission and tell it how the Cabinet
system works and to make it public.
Mr Kobelke: How the system in place works is not the problem. The problem is when
there are lapses in that system. How can the commission be aware of all the possibilities
if it looks only at how it should work?
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Mr COURT: If someone gave the commission a true picture of how the Cabinet worked
during the Burke and Dowding years it would have an insight into why the system (ailed.
However, if it looks back at how previous Cabinets operated it would get an indication of
how the system should operate. I agree that Cabinet has a very important role to play.
After all, it makes decisions of minor and major significance.
Under this Government if, for example, a decision is to be made on a power station the
issue is debated in the party room and when it has been approved a formal decision is
made. Cabinet is one pant of the decision making process. I could talk for hours on how
Cabinet operates. I am not saying that we have the perfect system. It is very time
consuming. Under Bob Hawke the Federal Cabinet system changed dramatically. The
bureaucracy did a lot of the Cabinet's work. I am not saying that Cabinet rubber stamped
the decisions, but by the time the issues reached it the bureaucracy had agreed to what
would be done.
Mr Cowan: It is like going to the Premiers' Conference and having the communique
written the day before.
Mr COURT: Yes, and that is not a healthy way to operate. It does expedite the business
of Cabinet but it is better for the elected Ministers to have a full and open discussion. If
there is a disagreement in this Government's Cabinet that cannot be resolved a decision is
not made until it is debated the following week. In the meantime work is carried out to
help resolve the disagreement.
The royal commission's report highlighted that the former Government did not accept the
concept of collective responsibility.
Dr GALLOP: I do not think that is right, but I will not go into it now. I move -

Page 5, after line 4 - To insert the following new subclause -

(4) Any determination made under this section shall, prior to any action
being taken pursuant to the determination be referred to the committee
established under section 22 of this Act for ratification or further inquiry
and report to the Parliament.

This clause allows the commission to decide not to make further inquiries into an issue.
'This clause states that the Commission on Government can determine that a particular
mnatter has been addressed adequately by legislative or administrative action, or is of
insufficient significance to merit further inquiry. That is not the problem the Opposition
has with the clause; it is that the royal commission concluded in the second part of its
report that a whole range of issues were crucial to the future of good Government in
Western Australia and needed to be addressed. The Opposition believes that if any other
body is to determine that those issues are of insufficient importance to be addressed the
ultimate determination of those issues should rest more directly with the Parliament. My
amendment will ensure that any determination made under this clause shall, prior to any
action being taken pursuant to the determination, be referred to the committee. established
under clause 22 of this Bill for ratification or further inquiry and report to the Parliament.
A later clause in this Bill sets up a committee of the Parliament which will oversee the
operations of the Commission on Government. My amendment is reasonable because it
states that should the Commission on Government, in its wisdom, deternine a matter is
not important it should be referred for further analysis to the parliamentary committee.
Therefore, the Parliament is given the ultimate determination on the matter. The
recommendations of the royal commission should be given a level of significance and
status so that if they are altered it will be the Parliament which does that, not the
Commission on Government.
My amendment is a good one and it adds to the spirit of clause 22 which sets up the
parliamentary committee. It does not deny that there may be some inquiries that the
Commission on Government finds should not be proceeded with or dealt with by the
Government of the day. The ultimate determination of those issues should rest with the
Parliament. This is a constructive amendment but it does not alter the essential point the
Premier is trying to make through this clause. I hope that he sees the merit of it.
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Mr COURT: I appreciate the comments the member made but there must be a level of
trust in the appointed commissioners. The appointment of the commissioners must be
approved by both Houses of Parliament. The amendment is not necessary when the
commission is appointed to carry out this work. The decision it makes must be reported
and that is the appropriate way of doing it.
Mr KOBELKE: I support the amendment moved by the member for Victoria Park. The
Opposition has received a number of amendments that the Premier will move later and
they will change the details regarding the appointment of the commissioners.
Mr Court: The Act specifies full time commissioners and we are just giving it more
flexibility.
Mr KOBELKE: I will debate that issue when we reach the relevant clause.
Under clause 6 it is assumed that the commissioners will implement the
recommendations of the royal commission's report. I will have faith in their judgment
and accept that they will undertake their responsibilities in a commonsense way. If ir is
found that the commissioners are running to a different agenda, clause 6 could take on a
different interpretation. If the commissioners recommend something which suits the
political purpose of the Government and are not interested in implementing the royal
commission's report, we would find under clause 6 that they were operating in a way that
was not the intention of members on this side of' the Chamber. This amendment would
be an appropriate check. If this Government has confidence in the Commission on
Government and wishes its processes to be open, and if a parliamentary committee is
established, I cannot understand why issues on which the Commission on Government
calls upon clause 6 cannot be referred back to the Parliament.
I ask the Premier to reconsider his statement because the cooperation of the Parliament
will he required through the parliamentary committee which this Bill suggests will be
establishedL In that way we could ensure there was a good and cooperative relationship
between the commissioners of the Commission on Government and the parliamentary
committee. The amendment moved by the member for Victoria Park would certainly
assist in that relationship and ensure that when clause 6 was used it was for the purpose
of ensuring the Royal Commission's recommendations were taken up and not
sidestepped.
Mr COURT: The reports of the commission's decisions must go the chairperson of the
parliamentary committee. I do not see what the member will achieve with this
amendment.
Mr Kobelke: That approach means you could end up with a bipartisan struggle on the
committee rather than having an ongoing working relationship as the commission
develops its reports. In my experience of parliamentary committees, if there is an
environment of cooperation as they go along one is more likely to get consensus and less
confrontation among the parties involved.
Mr COURT: As the member knows, other parts of the legislation require the commission
to report to the committee on the way through. In effect we have taken the previous
Government's legislation and widened it and made it stronger. I do not see how the
Opposition can object to that.

Division
Amendment put and a division taken with the following resuit .

Ayes (17)
Mr Bridge MrS HaLalaW Mr Riebeling
Mr Brown Mrs Henderson Mr Ripper
Mr Calania Mr Hill Mr Taylor
Mr Cunningharm Mr Kobeilc Mr Thomnas
Dr Gallop Mr Marlborough Mr Leahy (Teller)
Mr Omamw Mr McGinty
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Noes (26)
Mr CS. But Mr Johnson Mr Shave

Wr Board Ms IKierth Mr W. Smith
Mr Bradshaw Mr Lewis hr Stickland
Dr constable Mr Mlarshal Mr Trenarden
Mr Court My McNee Mr Tubby
Mr Cowan Mir Omodei Mrs van de Kiashorst
Mrs Edwardes. Mr Osborne Mr Wiese
Dr Hanies Mr Pendal Mr Eloffwitch (Teller)
Mr House Mr Prince

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 7: Reporting -

Dr GALLOP: Ic is essential chat I say two things about the commission's reporting
process: The first is that the commission will report on the matters referred to it under
proposed section 5 no later than 21 months from the date on which the Act commences;
secondly, the commission may submit earlier reports on matters referred to it. It need not
submit one big final report. I will use this occasion simply to make some general points
to the Government on the royal commission and its reporting.
The second report of the royal commission camne down on 12 November 1992. Almost
immediately cte Lawrence Government put forward a position paper on the report and,
indeed, said it would support the vast bulk of the recommendations. It then brought to
Parliament its own Commission on Government Bill. Unfortunately that Bill did not
survive the Legislative Council late in 1992. We then had an election which saw a
change of Government.
It is now over 12 months since that change of Government yet we are still-debating the
Commission on Government Bill. I imagine that it will rake a few days for the Bill to
pass through both Houses and then, as I read it, the parliamentary committee will be set
up so that the process of confirming who will make up the commission will be in place.
Later the Commission on Government itself can come into being. Then, in what will be
less than 21 months after that date, the commission will have to submit a final report. I
say "less than 21 months" because although the Act will have commenced, some
preliminary work will have to occur before the commission comes inco being.
This leads me to say two things. Firstly, I am disappointed that this has taken so long.
Let us say that the Act comes into operation at the end of March or in early April.
Twenty-one months after that date will be well and truly into the last year of the term of
this Government. It is very hard to imagine that in the final days of any Government it
would be interested in a substantial program of legislative reform; or indeed, Executive
and administrative reform.
Mr Court: That is why the commission will be able to repont in stages.
Dr GALLOP: Yes, I appreciate that, but this is my political point on this reporting
process. The Government should be criticised for the time it has taken on this matter.
My second point is that we should ensure that the process from this point on is expedited.
One of the important ingredients in ensuring that the process occurs in the proper way is
to have the commissioners appointed as soon as possible. Cooperation is needed between
both sides of the Parliament in the appointment process. It is very important that the
Premier have names in his head now so chat when the Bill goes through the Parliament
and becomes an Act he can come back and tell us who he has in his mind to be the
commissioners.
If an excessive delay occurs after the Act commences that 21 months will be significantly
reduced. In its last days, the previous Government was looking at who could be
appointed to the Commission on Government. Very good people were available in the
community to do the job. 1 am very disappointed that it has taken so long. I request that
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the Premier take on board my observation chat if the process following the
commencement of the Act will in effect not be much less than 21 months his department
should be considering now who will be appointed to the Commission on Government.
Of course that will need to be ratified through the processes outlined in this Bill.
Mr COURT: I accept that message. We must expedite the establishment of the body.
We will do that as soon as the legislation is passed. Under these changes, the period is
cut from 24 to 21 months but the commission could report in stages, The whole idea is to
recommend certain changes and if we want to implement them we can go ahead and do
it.
M~r KOBELKE: The establishment of a joint committee of both Houses is addressed by
another clause. But the establishment of the committee is important to clause 7 in
relation to the timig When will the Premier move to establish that joint committee of
the Parliament? Cnmsidering our current sitting days, if that process is not under way
during these three weeks we will have delays in the appointment of the commissioners,
and that will put back the beginning of the whole process. In the light of the times laid
down in clause 7, at what stage will we see the establishment of the joint parliamentary
committee? Can we expect to see the motion agreed to by both Houses of Parliament
during this three week sitting?
Mr COURT: We hope to get on with it in this three week period. If not, there is a gap
until May when the Parliament reopens. Changes have been made to the provisions in
the Opposition's Bill. Changes to the relevant qualifications of the person who will chair
the committee will make it easier for us to find someone. It was a person with a sound
knowledge and background in ethics and constitutional and administrative law. That
narrows the field. We have widened that area, and we hope to establish the committee
straightaway through both Houses.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 8 put and passed.
Clause 9: Commission established -

Mr COURT: I move -

Page 7, lines 1O to 13 - To delete the lines.
The amendments to clause 9 and the consequential amendments to clause I11 are to do
with die question of a full time chairman. We saw that as too restrictive. It could be that
a person appointed to the position works four days a week, so we have provided
flexibility here and in relation to how remuneration would be determined.
Dr GALLOP: I have some concerns about this amendment. At one level one can see
that the Government is seeking some flexibility about whether the chairperson will be a
full time or part time appointment. No doubt, if the Government wants flexibility this
amendment will help out. But let us go to the more substantial issues at stake. The
equivalent body in Queensland, die electoral and administrative review committee, was
set up as a result of the Fitzgerald royal commission in Queensland. When the previous
Government considered setting up a Commission on Government and was developing its
legislation, it consulted with people from Queensland. They were very helpful in giving
advice on die way in which such a body could work effectively. No doubt one of the
conclusions one could reach is that the body needs a strong sense of direction and, very
importantly, it will need leadership. In the Queensland context, Mr Tonm Sherman was
chairman for some time. He is a distinguished person with a strong legal background.
He gave the Queensland body a good sense of direction and importantly a strong sense of
leadership. if we are simply to have part time people involved in the Commission on
Government, or if the Government finds it too difficult to find someone who would act as
a full time commissioner, we must ask if this body will act as effectively as it could.
Secondly we ask whether the essential power that will lie within the commission itself
will start to fall to the administrative staff of the commission rather than to the
commissioners. Thiere is always the temptation for that to happen anyway, but if we have
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pan diners working in statutory authorities or this type of commission and they do not
have a lot of time to put in, or the essential community perspective to bring to it, which is
so important - that is, a business, legal, community, or industrial perspective - to give a
strong sense of direction and good leadership, it might be that the power will drift to the
non-appointed administrative staff of the commission. That is a concern we have about
the prospect of only pant time commissioners being appointed. I can understand the
Government wanting some flexibility in this matter, but I hope that even though the
Premier wants this flexibility he will be seeking a full rime chairperson. If the Premier
does not find a full time commissioner, I sincerely believe that the work of the
commission might not be as effective as it could be.
Mr COURT: The job will be more than a foil time job, but we must be careful. We have
had difficulties with other appointments. Sometimes a very good person is available who
may have, for example, another part time position. I do not know the definition of a full
time person; people seem to have a lot of flexibility in their working arrangements. We
often bring in a person to do a six month or a one year job. That person comes in as a
part dine person but ends up working as a full time person. In this case the person will be
full time. In response to the comment that we must have some people in mind, most of
the people we have considered - we have not yet finalised appointments - would be full
time appointments. A couple of them do have commitmnents, but not great ones. It
becomes a bit restrictive. We may get an extremely good person who would make the
ideal chairman. It would be virtually a full time position but someone could argue that
because a person has a position somewhere else, it would not be a full time commitment.
It is a bit like people in academia whom we are very keen to use in certain Government
projects. That is a healthy arrangement. Sometimes we must negotiate with the
universities for access to these people. There is no agenda to have a person who is not
full tine in the job. We need that flexibility in case the person has another interest and
theoretically might not be able to be defined as full time.
Mr KOHELKE: I am willing to accept the Premier's assurance that the chairperson will
be full time, if one can be found. I need to put on the record my concern that this could
be the loophole through which the effectiveness of the Commission on Government
could be undermined. I am not saying that is the intention; I am just expressing a little
cynicism with respect to the intentions of the Government and hope that will not
eventuate. As we saw in the clause that we dealt with a while ago, this commission has
21 months from start up to the time it presents its final report. That is not a very long
time, given the full range of matters that the commission must look into and report on.
There would be a lot of start-up problems, including staffing, accommodation, becoming
established, getting procedures in place, and getting on with the work. Doing that within
21 months and having a chairperson and commissioners who are only part time could
lead to the Commission on Government proving to be quite ineffective. That is not the
position that we on this side of the Chamber take. We think this Commission on
Government has a very important job to complete. The issues that need to be taken up
are clearly set out in the report. The commission needs the resources, the commitment
and the leadership to do the work. If this amendment, which I accept as a means of
flexibility, results in a pant time commissioner who cannot give the Commission on
Government the drive and energy which is required, we may find that this commission
and the royal commission have been a waste of money because the royal commission's
recommendations were not taken up seriously.
The Premier also alluded to clause 10. The type of person for whom we are looking may
be easy to find. The member for Victoria Park was the inister in the last Government
who rook a close interest in this. He has indicated that there are quite a few people who
would be appropriate to take on this work. I am not assuming that there would be some
difficulty in finding people who have the required background and skills and who would
be willing to commit themselves to this very important undertaking. The report of the
royal commission suggested that there be a full time chairperson and appropriate part
time members. That is clearly stated on page 72. Page 73 states that the chairperson
should be the sole full rime member and ideally hold qualifications in constitutional and
administrative law. The operative word is "ideally". That was taken up in the 1992 Bill.
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Mr Court: That is a bit restrictive, don't you think?
Mr KOBELKE: That was taken up in the 1992 Bill where it says that the Minister should
be of the opinion that the proposed appointee has relevant qualifications.
Mr Court: Not too many people have ethics written after their name.
Mr KOBELKE: It did not say constitutional and administrative law qualifications; it
simply said that, in the view of the Minister, the appointee had relevant qualifications. I
do not think that is a tight restriction being placed ont the chairperson. When Dr
Lawrence was looking for the commissioners, the then Leader of the Opposition said that
it was impossible to find those people in Western Australia. That proved not to be the
case. Even though the criteria were exacting and the demands on the person were
exacting in the extreme, the Lawrence Government was able to find competent and
capable people to take on the job of commissioners of the royal commission. I do not
think we ame looking for someone to take on as arduous a job here. The stipulation in the
next clause has been watered down so that the people do not even need relevant
qualifications - vague as that might be.
Mr Court: I think a couple of people might meet the qualifications of ethics and
constitutional and administrative law but either side might not want them.
Mr KOBELKE: Is the Premier saying that any of the people who were picked for the
royal commission were not totally acceptable to him when he was in Opposition?
Mr Court: Not at all.
Mr KOBELKE: The same hurdles must be overcome in this instance. We need someone
who is acceptable to both sides of politics, who has the necessary background, who
seems to be able to handle the matters and who has the time to make the commitment to
fulfil the role that that person would be called upon to carry out. I do not see why it
should not be possible to find a full time chairperson amongst the many qualified
Western Australians available to take on that work. I am willing to accept the assurance
of the Premier that this amendment is about flexibility and that he will try very hard to
flid a full time chairperson. I fear that if this flexibility becomes just an excuse for
putting in someone on a part time basis, we might find that the establishment of the
Commission on Government will be simply a waste of time and money. It will not be
able to produce a report that delivers anything in the limited time available.
Mr COURT: I appreciate the member's comments. There is certainly a need for
someone with that expertise, particularly constitutional and administrative law, on the
commission. I know there are a number of bodies - I cannot recall the name of one at the
moment - which comprise people with relevant skills but people with those skills will
have to be available. On the question of the 21 months' time frame, my view is that the
job will take as long as the body is given to complete it. If we say, "We will give it 21
months", it will take that long to complete its report. In the case of the report of the
Independent Commission to Review Public Sector Finances, the McCarrey report, the
rime frame was overrun a little. We were very keen to have the report completed within
the time frame. Similarly, we have asked the Aboriginal social justice task force to have
its work done within a reasonable time frame. It puts pressure on the group, but it makes
sure that the work is completed. I hope that a lot of this work can be completed well
within the 21 month time frame that has been provided. There is a law that says that a
job expands to the time allowed for its completion. I think 21 months is quite adequate in
this case.
Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 10: Appointment and qualifications -
Dr GALLOP: The member for Nollamara alluded to the fact that the original 1992 Bill
structured this clause a little differently. Reference was made in the original Bill - in the
case of a chairperson - to someone with a sound knowledge and background in ethics and
constitutional and administrative law. The current clause does not make any reference to
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the constitutional and administrative law and ethics, but it contains a useful addition to
the original Bill; that is, subclause (2)(c) states that the parliamentary committee needs to
approve of the proposed appointment. That is a goad amendment to the 1992 Eml.
In 1992 we took advice from the Queensland experience on this matter of legal and
constitutional knowledge, and a couple of points were made. One is that, given the
nature of the work being done in which there are so many legal and constitutional-type
issues involved, it would make it a lot easier for the work to be done both expeditiously
and properly if the chairperson had that knowledge and background. It does not mean of
course that is the only sort of knowledge which the chairperson needs but, given the
difficult task at hand, if the chairperson had that knowledge it would make it a lot easier
for the commission to work. The second observation that was made, and the Premier
might like to take this on board given the nature of the work being done, was that it was
crucially important that the people involved on the commission have practical
experience. It is very easy for people to rewrite government according to a particular
theory, but the practicalities of the matter may be that that theory does not fit very well
given the nature of government and how it works. Nor indeed may same of the doctrines
work given the practicalities of administrative relationships and business-Government
relationships generally. The advice given to us was that the commission needed some
good solid practical people with a business background; experience in politics,
interpreted in the general sense. They might be trade unionists, business people, and
people from local government, but they will understand the practicalities. For a report to
be any good it must be one that politicians will be able to put into a legislative framework
that can survive the scrutiny of not only the Parliament but also the experience of people
who will have to work with that legislation after it is put into place.
In 1992 I visited Canada and spent a couple of days in Ottawa talking to people who
were involved in the royal commission on political finance. That royal commission dealt
with every possible aspect of political finance. It was given a huge amount of money by
the Government; it was certainly a bipartisan royal commission. It employed virtually
every political scientist and lawyer in Canada for two years doing its consultancy reports.
It came up with a magnificent report that has not been acted upon. It was so all-
encompassing, so pure in a sense, that it was almost impossible to put it into legislative
form. The other problem was that the Canadian Government of the time was in its last
days, it was having trouble politicaliy, and a Minister who is now no longer a member of
Parliament said that his Government was battling to stay alive let alone draft legislation
that would go into the Canadian Parliament. That is a good case study. If the
recommendations of a commission like that are so broad and general that it is hard to put
them into legislative form in a practical manner, there will be no achievement. If the
Premier wants to get achievements out of the Commission on Government it is crucial to
get the right people in there - people who will make sensible recommendations that can
go through the Parliament and be implemented in a way that does not cause huge
problems for the administration of government.
I do not criticise the Government for not including this particular clause, but the advice
given to the former Government was that it would be very beneficial to have such a
person as the chairperson. I hope the Premier will take that on board when he is looking
for someone for the position. We need people who have practical experience of the way
administration, business and government work, to come up with sensible
recommendations. The provision which allows the parliamentary committee to approve
of the proposed appointment is certainly a very good addition to what was the original
Bill of 1992.
Mr KOBELKE: Subclause (2)(c) states that the appointment must be approved by the
parliamentary committee. That has direct implications for the time it will take to
establish the Commission on Government and have it working effectively. I will refer to
the 1992 Bill and how it dealt with this matter before raising the problems we have with
the way the appointment process is currently structured. The appointment of the
commissioners in the 1992 Bill was by the Minister after consulting the Leader of the
Opposition. Appointments to fill vacancies had to go to the parliamentary committee.
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Implicit in that structure was that the Government in proclaiming the legislation, having
it up and running and appointing the commissioners, would need 10 make sure the
parliamentary committee was up and running and if at same later stage a replacement
was needed it was appropriate that that matter should go to the joint committee of the cwo
Rouses. alause 10 does away with chat process. On my reading, whether it is for the
establishment or for the finding of a replacement, it is the same process. Could the
Premier indicate whether I am correct?
Mr Court: Yes, you are.
Mr KOBELKE: In that case, a parliamentary committee will need to be in place for the
establishment of the Commission on Government and the initial appointment of
commissioners. The 21 month period which we dealt with a few clauses ago suddenly
becomes an even more restrictive time span if there is any delay in establishing this joint
committee. The Premier suggested earlier that the Chamber could move quickly to have
the committee established. I earnestly seek an undertaking from the Premier that he will
give a commitment to start the process moving, and have a motion on the Notice Paper
within the next few days so that it will be passed in this place in the next week or two and
be dealt with by the other place so that the joint committee can be established. That is
crucial to making this whole process work.
If the Premier cannot give an undertakting of that form, this commission will drift and
will not be able to do the job for which this Bill is establishing it. I do not have shadow
ministerial responsibility in this area, but I am sure that members on this side would
expedite such a motion to establish that committee. The motion would not take up much
time in this place, but is crucial to the workings of this Bill - a Bill which is establishing
processes to which we are totally committed. I may have some problems with the way
the Premier is putting the Bill forward, but it is clear that the Opposition does not wish to
delay the establishment of the Commission on Government. We hope that in a few
minutes the Bill will be passed in this place and transmitted to the other place so that
there will be no hold-up in the establishment of the Bill; however, that will be of no
effect if the parliamentary committee is not established in equally quick time. Can the
Premier be a little more definite than the undertaking he gave a little while ago and
indicate that a motion will be moved within the next few days to ensure that it cleans this
place and is received in the other place within the three weeks of this sitting?
Mr COURT: I appreciate the comments of the member for Nollamara. The Government
will be putting those moves into place for the establishment of a joint committee and
appreciates the importance of having those matters expedited. I also appreciate the
comments made by the member for Victoria Park about his experience; they will be taken
on board. There will be a need for some expertise in the constitutional and administrative
areas.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 11: Terns of appointment -

Mr COURT: I move -
Page 8. lines 9 to 12 - To delete the lines and substitute the following -

(3) A person holds office as chairperson on such full-time or pan-time
basis as the Governor determines in relation to that person.
(4) A person holds office as a Commissioner (other than the

chairperson) on such part-time basis as the Governor determines in
relation to that person.

(5) In determining the remuneration and allowances to be paid to a
Commissioner the Governor is to act on the recommendation of the
Salaries and Allowances Tribunal established under the Solaries and
Allowances Act 1975.

(6) The Salaries and Allowances Tribunal is to make any
recommendations that are required from time to time under subsection (5)
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and, for the purpose of performing chat function, it has all the powers
given to it by section 10(1) and (2) of the Salaries and Allowances Act
1975.

Amendment put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Clause 12: Resignation and removal -

Dr GALLOP: When the member for Nollamara. spoke to clause 10, appointment and
qualifications, he raised the issue of the reference to the parliamentary committee and
whether that applied not only to the appointment but also to new appointments. Now that
we are dealing with the issue of resignation and removal, does the parliamentary
committee come into the equation?
Mr COURT: Clause 12(2) states that Parliament may. by resolution, request the
Governor to remove a commissioner from office on certain grounds. Clause 13 covens an
acting chairperson where it comes back to a parliamentary committee, If another
chairperson were to be appointed it would have to go through the process in clause 10;
that is, it would have to come back to the parliamentary committee for approval.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 13 to 18 put and passed.
Clause 19: Meetings -

Mr KOBELKE: A quorum for the commission is to be four members. I do not see any
problem with that if them is a full-time chairman and four part-time commissioners, as
was to be the case. However, if the flexibility is used which we suggested should be put
in place by an earlier amendment, that quorum could pose a difficulty. If commissioners
are appointed who have other responsibilities which may take them away on travel, and
one of the commissioners is ill and another part-time commissioner is away with other
commitments, the commission could not hold formal meetings. I do not suggest any
reduction in the quorum. However, I am concerned that when the appointments are made
from the flexibility given in the earlier amendment, and five part-time commissioners are
appointed who may be most suitably qualified and experienced, but who cannot give a
real commitment to the work of the Commission on Government, it would not be too
difficult to imagine that the commission could not get a quorum. I draw that to the
attention of the Premier and ask whether he has any comment. I request also that he keep
an open mind when making the suggested appointments so that it will not be a problem
that arises too often.
Mr COURT: I tend to agree with the comments made by the member for Nollamana. It
may well be more practical for the commission to have three as a quorum. The
Government used the quorum number of four from the previous Bill; that may cause a
problem. If members do not want that amended now the Government would be willing
to change that to three commissioners being a quorum. I am prepared to discuss that with
the Opposition and, with the agreement of upper House members, it can be done in
another place. Ihe member has raised a practical problem that could well arise, and I
appreciate the comments that have been made.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 20 and 21 put and passed.
Clause 22: Committee to be established -

Mr KOBELKE: I appreciate the Premier's indication that he will move in the next thre
weeks so that this committee can be established. It will certainly play a very important
role in working with the Commission on Government, and it is hoped that the
recommendations made to the Government and this Parliament can be quickly
implemented. The timing is absolutely crucial in this whole process. I have also
indicated that I will be somewhat cynical if the Government does not show mit
commitment to making it work and ensuring it is promptly set up. The commissioners
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must be people with the energy and time to get the Commission on Government running
very quickly and efficiently. Certainly, plenty of people can do that but it requires the
commitment of Government to drive it so that it reports in the shortest possible time.
I assume the process to be followed is that the Government will move a motion which
will go to the other place and the joint committee will be appointed. I know that
sometimes the coalition members have difficulty arranging these things between the two
Chambers, and I assume there will be no organisational problems in this case. The
Premier indicated he had Cabinet solidarity on this issue and said these matters have gone
through the proper process and the Government is totally committed to this Bill. He said
those members who had expressed disquiet or opposition axe now totally locked in and
will support it. The Deputy Premier had some difficulty with this process when we
discussed the Acts Amendment (Official Corruption Commission) Bill in this place on
Thursday, 25 November 1993. In that debate the Attorney General, who was handling
the Bill, had some difficulty with the establishment of a joint committee of both Houses.
That Bill provided for specific purposes to be referred to a joint committee, but there was
no process to establish a joint committee, and the Deputy Premier indicated he was not
keen on establishing that committee. The Bill went through the Parliament and is in
force, but it refers to a committee that does not exist. I hope the Government will address
that matter and at mnother time we can debate chat. The Deputy Premier in debate on that
Bill made it clear it was not a question that needs to be put to the Government, but one
that needs to be put to the Parliament. In that instance he said the Government would not
establish a committee but it was up to the Parliament to do so. Although it is a fine point
of argument, I am glad that the Government is willing to commit itself to a joint
committee in this case, as provided in clause 22. The Deputy Premier also said in
relation to the establishment of the Official Corruption Commission joint committee -
which would serve a slightly different purpose, although there is some overlap - that he
thought it was useless. He also said that the establishment of the committee should not
be included in the legislation. There are many similarities between the two Bills to which
I have referred, and I support the establishment of a joint committee of both Houses of
Parliament to work with the Commission on Government. I hope that we shall also have
an opportunity to establish a joint committee to work with the Official Corruption
Commission. The Government has the full support of the Opposition for the
establishment of the joint committee for the Commission on Government, to ensure not
only that it is established properly but also that it works effectively and in a bipartisan
way so that the commission can be fully effective and do its work in the shortest possible
time.
Dr GALLOP: This is a very important clause which will set up the joint committee of
both Houses of Parliament. The functions of that committee are outlined in clause 23. It
is very pleasing that this part of the Bill is included because when it was first debated last
year, the Premier had some doubt about whether it was desirable to set up a
parliamentary committee such as this. I am pleased that the arguments of the Opposition
and the media at that time have been taken on board and the Premier has agreed that we
need such a committee. Has the Premier given any thought to how many members
should be on that joint committee? That partly relates to the issue raised by the member
for Nollamara about the potential role of the National Party and Independent members on
such a committee. It needs some thought. It is important to get the numbers right,
particularly with a body such as this.
Mr COURT: I was trying to get clarification on whether such a committee must be re-
established when the Parliament is prorogued. I will seek further clarification.
Dr Gallop: If it were a standing committee you would not need to, but how could it be a
standing committee?
Mr COURT: If it must be reappointed, it can be done. In regard to the numbers, as the
member for Nollamara said, we will have to introduce a motion into the Parliament for
the establishment of a committee. What are the suggested numbers that would be
appropriate for such a committee?
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Dr Gallop: We will think about it in the next few days and get back to you about that.
Mr COURT: We are only too prepared to do that. We will come up with a suggestion
and put that to the Opposition.
MrT KOBELKE: I would like to make a personal contribution. I emphasise dhe word
.personal" because we would obviously need to discuss in our caucus what is acceptable
to this side of the Chamber. I was fortunate to chair a joint committee which examined
the Constitution Act of the State of Western Australia. That committee worked in a
cooperative fashion. It did not set out to have a political purpose. The discussion that
went on behind the Chair prior to its establishment determined that it should try to reach
consensus and examine the need for reform of our Constitution. Perhaps that committee
was not very successful because we have not done anything since then, but the report had
value. That committee had six members, three from each Chamber. It also had a
political balance, because both sides of politics had three members on that committee. I
urge the Premier to consider that proposal. If there were three members from each
Chamber, there could be two Government and one Opposition member from one
Chamber and two Opposition and one Government member from the other, and,
according to the members who might be interested, a decision could be made as to which
way that went. That could be decided behind the Chair. The actual motion would simply
indicate that there would be three members from each Chamber, and if agreement were
reached as to who those members would be, we could have a committee which was
bipartisan and set out to make the Commission on Government work. That matter will
have to come forward in a separate motion and there will be further discussion about it. I
hope the Premier will give serious consideration to making this committee a special one
that will not need to have a Government majority. It could have equal numbers from
both Chambers and from both sides of the political arena.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 23 and 24 put and passed.
Clause 25: Adt is to expire after 2 years -

Mr ICOBELKE: We realise that a number of reports would be possible, but if the final
report were presented to this Parliament in the last six months leading up to the next
election, we all understand clearly that no action would be taken in the life of this
Parliament. That means that we would have gone through two elections since the time of
die royal commission report, and it is likely that the energy and drive to implement the
recommendations which will finally emerge would be lost. Therefore, if the Government
is serious about the implementation of the recommendations of the Commission on
Government, it is crucial that it be up and running as soon as possible, because the Act
will expire after two years. We now have two years and nine months before we wfll
reach the end of a year leading up to an election. That being the case, we need to
establish the Commission on Government within the next two months so that its
recommendations can be considered some time in the first half of the final year of this
Parliament. That is the time constraint that is upon us with the four-yearly parliamentary
cycle and the requirement in this Bill that the Act will cease operation two years from the
date of commencement. Any minor delays in the passage and commencement of this Bill
will mean that the Commission on Government will report on the eve of the next general
election, and we can be assured that the work which will go into this Commission on
Government will be of little or no effect. It is crucial that we move to have the
Commission on Government up and running without delay.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 26: Winding up of the Commission's affairs -

Mr ICOBELKE: Subclause (3) states that -

Despite section 25, the Commission on Government Account referred to in
section 21(1) may be kept open and operated on by the Minister for the purposes
of this section.
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Does that provision appear in other legislation? Is it a standard practice that the Minister
may operate those types of accounts, or is this provision different from what normally
happens; and, if so, why?
Mr COURT: The parliamentary draftsman has said that this is a normal provis ion that
goes in to enable the winding up of the operation.
Clause put and passed.
Clause 27: Financial reporting -
Mr COURT: I move -

Page 18, line 14 - To delete "the year ending on 30 June 1995" and substitute the
following -

a financial year that ended before that expiry
Page 18, lines 20 and 21 - To delete "1 July 1995 to the expiry of this Act" and
substitute the following -

from 1 July last preceding the expiry of this Act to that expiry
Page 18, after line 22 - To insert the following subclause -

(3) If this Act expires at the end of 30 June 1996 -
(a) subsection (2) does nor apply; and
(b) the Minister is to cause sections 66 to 69 of the Financial

Administration and Audit Act 1985 to be complied with in relation
to the affairs of the Commission for the year ending on 30 June
1996.

The lines marked with an asterisk denote the consequent numbering changes. This is due
to the fact that because of the delay in debating the legislation, the dates have to be
changed.
Amendments put and passed.
Clause, as amended, put and passed.
Schedule 1 -
Mr KOBELKE: Item 14 arises from section 5.2.4 of part 11 of the report of the royal
commission. That wording was taken over exactly in the drafting of the 1992 Bill, which

t3. . . the most effective means of securing financial independence of the Parliament
so that, within clearly defined budgetary limits, the presiding officers and heads
of parliamentary departments are able to manage the resources which enable
Parliament to undertake its business.

That has been changed. It now reads -

The most effective means of securing the financial independence of Parliament so
as to enable Parliament to undertake its business.

The heads of the parliamentary departments are clearly the Presiding Officers. That is a
long and well established practice. It seems strange to me that the wording in the royal
commission report and the 1992 Bill has now been taken out. Could the Premier
indicate, firstly, the reasons for that and, secondiy, the other people that he sees as
responsible officers, if not the Presiding Officers and the heads of parliamentary
departments? It may be that the Government is just trying to save on printing costs, but I
suspect some thought has been given to that omission. I would like to know the reasons
behind it.
In the Bill before us we have largely the 1992 Bill with changes in a limited number of
areas. This is one area where there has been quite a significant change. The 15 specific
matters in the 1992 Bill have been expanded to 24 in this legislation. That is, in part, the
result of putting in three new ones. The rest am a rearrangement of those already
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contained in the 1992 Bill. Item 14 in schedule 1 is a reduction in the number of words
used to express the area of investigation. The wards that are deleted relate to the drawing
in of any role far Presiding Officers and heads of departments.
Mr COURT: We have just used more general warding. It makes it easier to inquire into
that matter.
Mr IKobelke: It seems to be precluding those people.
Mr COURT: No. It does not.
Mr Kobelke: I cannot see how it can operate other than through the Presiding Officers.
Mr COURT: It does not; it is just the most effective means of enabling the Parliament to
do its business.
Mr KOBELCE: I have indicated that most of the three and a half pages of specified
matters in schedule 1 have been lifted straight from the matters to be inquired into
referred in the 1992 Bill. When there is a change of wording, one would expect there to
be some significance attached to it.
Mr Cour There is no significance.
Mr KOBELKB: It seems strange to take that approach here when it has not been taken in
all of the other specified matters.
Mr Court: There is no significance to that.
Mr KOBELKE: Item 22 is a new one that has been included. It states -

The appropriate guidelines to be observed by caretaker governments in relation to
their conduct and management prior to elections.

Can the Premier give some indication why that has been included? When a new
Government comes to power, there is quite regularly a little turmoil. For political
purposes, or otherwise, accusations may be made that the outgoing Government may or
may not have handled certain things. That is a basic constitutional issue about the
transfer of Government from one group of people to another. It remains in the
Westminster systems throughout the world. I would like a clear indication about what is
to be inquired into, if it is not to be an academic text on the various systems and how they
operate in Westminster Parliaments in many areas around the world. The system in
Australia - Western Australia is a particular example - has worked quite well. Although
people may have complaints - the Premier was keen to make mention of the cockroaches
or shredding machines - we have an acceptance of the democratic system, and elections
are generally seen to be free and open. When a party has won an election with a majority
of members in this place there has been a transferral. That is fundamental to our whole
democratic system. Why that should be included as some new idea that the Commission
on Government should spend time on, I am totally perplexed about. I would like an
indication from the Premier of the issues that he thinks are so important that they should
be referred to the Commission on Government.
Mr COURT: This is to do with the operation of the Commission on Government in
addition to item 23. This area includes the more general activities-, for example, the
formation of commercial agreements during that caretaker period. During the last
election, announcements were made about the BHP Pilbara energy project.
Mr Kobclke: But they were not done; they were announced. No contractual arrangement
was entered into.
Mr COURT: That is a very interesting point. When we came into Government the first
thing BHiP said was, "We have had these commitments from the previous Government",
and we had to ask whether they were in writing. Only some of those arrangements were
in writing. The Minister far Resources Development had to negotiate all of those
arrangements. This item can include the question of entering into commercial
agreements during an election period. Similarly, during the 1989 election, agreements
were entered into in relation to the Petrochemical Industries Co Ltd deal. At the time
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some gas commitments were given which have since been the subject of rather extensive
legal disputation. The items cover what can be entered into during the caretaker period
of Government, which was very important in the 1989 election. It is appropriate that the
matter be included.
Dr GALLOP: I have a couple of amendments to this schedule. Included in the schedule
of specific matters are two items that were referred by the royal commission for action by
Government. I refer to the item that deals with the operation and adequacy of the
Financial Administration and Audit Act - specified matter No 3 - and specified matter No
5, which deals with functions and terms of reference of an Administrative Appeals
Tribunal. The royal commission report pant II recommendation 3 and recommendation 5
did not say that these items should be referred to the Commission on Government.
Action was recommended in respect of the administrative decisions. A recommendation
was made that an administrative decision meason Act be enacted as a matter of urgency in
accordance with a 1986 report of the Law Reform Commission of Western Austraia.
The idea that reasons should be given for administrative decisions had been outlined in
the 1986 Law Reform Commission report. The Government has sent those off to the
Commission on Government for further examination. We already have the Law Reform
Commission report; we do not need any further action on that. Recommendation 5 deals
with commercial confidentiality and recommends that section 58C of the Financial
Administration and Audit Act be amended so that Ministers amt obliged to give reasons
for determining that information should not be given to Parliament. That is a matter that
requires action by the Government. These matters should be taken out of the schedule of
specified matters, and the Government should deal with them. The royal commission
said in one case that it was a matter of urgency and in the other that it was an important
matter. They axe matters that should not be in this Bill but on the Cabinet table in the
next few weeks.
Mr COURT: In relation to the role of the Auditor General, recommendation 5 was
included to try to clarify just how far the Auditor General can go in these areas. It is
subject to some. debate in the Federal Parliament as well. I cannot see any meason the
member cannot support that.
Dr Gallop: Why send it off to the Commission on Government? Why not do something
yourself? The other question is exactly the same point with the Administrative Appeals
Tribunal; that is, giving reasons for decisions which have been reported upon before. We
do not need another report.
Mr COURT: If the Government acts in the meantime the member will not have any
concerns.
Dr Gallop: Exactly.
Mr COURT: It will be left in the schedule. They can look at those matters, but if action
is taken by the Government in the meantime it will not be necessary.
Mr KOBELKE: Paragraph 24 of the schedule seems to bear very little relevance to the
restriction which was placed in clause 5 requiring the consideration of mattens relevant to
the prevention of illegal or improper conduct by public officials. Why is paragraph 24
included, and what relationship will the committee which is to be established have with
the Commission on Government?
Mr COURT: The member answered that question when he said he chaired a joint
parliamentary committee.
Mr Kobelke: Why is it there?
Mr COURT: The member for Nollamara said that he chaired that committee and came
up with recommendations and that nothing had been done. Here we have the
opportunity: If there is a means by whiich the process can be changed so that it is easier,
they can come up with some ideas. The member for Nollamara is also correct in that a
State committee is looking at ways in which possible changes could be made to both the
State and national constitutions.
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Mr KOBELKE: I find that answer inadequate. I realise it is late; perhaps it is tiredness
or a lack of grasp of the issues, but as I indicated during debate on clause 5, the BiDl has
been specifically drafted to narrow its scope, then paragraph 24 brings in this vague
reference to constitutional law. I am not saying that is not an important issue, but it was
not raised by the royal commission. Thie Premier has inserted it into the Bill, and it
seems not to sit in any way wih ffi''iistriidns placed'in 'Clause 5. 1 do not know
whether chat is a drafting error by someone who was working on the preparation of the
Bill, or whether someone had a smart idea and threw it in, but it does not make much
sense. We may have to leave it in if the Premier does not have an answer, but I am
concerned, if it is not a mistake by the individual assisting in the drafting of this Bill, that
it could be interpreted in a much more cynical light. The Government is giving this
Commission on Government additional responsibilities in order- to get it busy so the
Government does not have to implement something which might aiddress the real needs
of this State. I can see no relationship between paragraph 24 of the schedule and what is
dictated in clause 5 to be required matters for investigation by the Commission on
Govrnment.
Mr Court: In many ways it is an extension of paragraphs 15 and 16.
Dr GALLOP: I move -

Page 20, lines 10 to 14 - To delete the lines.
Page 20, line 18 to page 2 1, line 2 - To delete the lines.

Amendments put and negatived.
Schedule put and passed.
Title put and passed.

Report
Bill reported, with amendments, and the report adopted.

House adjourned at: 11.0 pm
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

PREMIER AND CABINET. MINISTRY OF - STAFF NUMBERS
951. Mr D.SMITH to the Premier:

(1) With reference to answer to question on notice 118S of 1993, of the 459.64
Frts in the office of the Premier and Cabinet -

(a) how many are attached to each Ministerial office;
(b) what is the total number of electorate office staff;,
(c) what divisions or programs are the balance divided between;
(d) how many are attached to each?

(2) What is the breakdown of the level of officers attached to the Office of
Premier and Cabinet excluding electorate office staff, but including
Ministerial office broken down in an equivalent way to the census figures
given in the answer to question 118?

Mr COURT replied:
The member for Mitchell has requested a breakdown of staffing numbers
following my response that the ministry had 459.64 FTEs on the payroll
immediately prior to 10 June 1993. As the member would be aware, FEE
statistics represent full time equivalent staff numbers, and as such are not
a head count. It is possible to have a head count which differs from the
FTE figures because of factors such as part-rime employment and
payment of salaries in advance when employees proceed on leave.
Accordingly, part (2) of the member's question refers to actual staff
numbers which do not reconcile with the FTE figure for these reasons.
(1) Of the 459.64 FTrEs quoted, the breakdown is as follows -

(a) Premier's office 14.6
Deputy Premier 12.6
Minister for Resources Development 9.0
Minister for Primary Industry 11.0
Minister for Mines 10.0
Minister for Transport 11.0
Minister for Education, Employment and Training 14.0
Attorney General 15.0
Minister for Finance 7.0
Minister for Tourism 10.8
Minister for Water Resources 8.0
Minister for Health 8.0
Minister for the Environment 11.0
Minister for Community Development 11.0
Minister for Labour Relations 13.0
Minister for Police 13.6
Minister for Planning 11.0
Parliamentary Secretary of Cabinet 2.0

(b) Electorate Officers 100.54
(c)-(d)

The remaining 166.5 FI~s are as follows -

Department of the Premier, including the
Office of the Leader of the Opposition 128.5
Office of the Director General 5.0
Public Sector Management Office 33.0
TOTAL 459.64
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(2) The following staff numbers by levels represent those officers who
were included in the ministry's 459.64 June FrE figure, but
excludes electorate office staff -

Level 1 (or equivalent)
Level 2
Level 3
Level 4
Level 5
Level 6
Level 7
Level 8
Level 9
Class 1
Class 3
Class 4
Special 8
Total

121
46
45
34
32
41
29
12
3
4
1
1
1

370
STRATAGEM ADVERTISING & COMMUNICATIONS CONSULTANTS -

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS
960. Mr MeGINTY to the Premier:

(1) How many contracts with Government have been entered into with
Stratagem Advertising and Communication Consultants, its directors or
employees?

(2) What were the commencement and completion (if applicable) dares of
each such contract?

(3) What benefits including but not limited to financial benefits are or will be
received by Stratagem Advertising and Communication Consultants, its
directors or employees under each such contract?

(4) What services were or are to be provided for each such contract?
(5) Are any similar contracts involving Stratagem Advertising and

Communication Consultants, its directors or employees under
consideration?

Mr COURT replied:
(1)-(4) As far as it is possible to determine, Government has entered into

contracts with Stratagem Advertising and Communication Consultants on
the following occasions -

Dates Benefits Services Provided
August 1993

11 March
March 1992 to
May 1993
June-September
1993

October-
November 1993

$4 876.05 Development and preparation of
newspaper advertisements for the
Department of Productivity and Labour
Relations

$240 Supply of transparencies for Westrail
$299 111.36 Publicity and advertising relating to

Joondalup rail line
$4 950 Advice and review of publications for the

$833.40 Minister for the Environment paid for by
$300.00 CALM

$10 586.44 Design, layout, preparation and
$620.04 production of Mabo promotion material

$6 450 and coordination of press and TV
$2 000 advertising for the policy offce of the

Ministry of the Premier and CabinieL
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(5) 1 am not aware of any proposals to engage Stratagem Advertising and
Communication Consultants on further contracts.

STRATAGEM PUBLIC RELATIONS - GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS
961. Mr MoGINTY to the Premier:

(1) How many contracts with Government have been entered into with
Stratagem Public Relations, its directors or employees?

(2) What were the commencement and completion (if applicable) dates of
each such contract?

(3) What benefits including but not limited to financial benefits are or will be
received by Strtagem Public Relations, its directors or employees under
each such connact.

(4) What services were or are to be provided for each such contract?
(5) Are any similar contracts involving Stratagem Public Relations, its

directors or employees under consideration?
Mr COURT replied:
(M)-5)

As far as it is possible to determine. Government has not entered into any
contracts with Stratagem Public Relations. Neither am I aware of any
proposalisto engage this firm.
MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MINISTER FOR EDUCATION

Staff Names, Positions, Salary Levels, Allowances, Benefits: Motor Vehicle Allocation
1128. Mr RIPPER to t Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) What are the names, positions, salary levels and other allowances and
benefits for each person working in the Minister's office as at
21 September 1993?

(2) How many and which of these have a Government motor vehicle allocated
for their use?

Wr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Name
Rob van Dieren
Peter Browne
Jim Thiorn

Hallam Pereira

Margaret Humn

Michelle Miller

Ross Storey
Marc Dale

Brad Viney
Stephanie Boyd

Carol Thompson
Sean Connaughton
Nikki Toze

Julie Holmes

Position
A/Principal Private Secretary
A/Policy Consultant Education
A/Policy Consultant - Vocational
Education, Employment and Training
Senior Policy Officer - Sport
and Recreation
Senior Policy Officer (term of
Government appointment)
Senior Policy Officer (term of
Government appointment)
Press Secretary
Research Assistant (Contract
appointment)
A/Liaison Officer (Education)
A/Liaison Officer (Employment
and Training)
A/Administrative Liaison Officer
Appointments Secretary
A/Assistant Appointments
Seicretary
Correspondence Officer

Level
7
9
9

6

6

6

6
2

5
4

3
3

2
2
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Sue Moss A/Personal Assistant 2
Sue Schwass A/Persona] Assistant 2
Natalie Lat Touche Officer I
Leigh Radis Officer1

(2) Mr Peter Browne, Mr Jim Thorn, Mr Hallam Pereira and Mr Ross Storey
have a Government motor vehicle allocated for their use.

CARNARVON FASCINE DEVELOPMENT - GOVERNMENT FUNDING
1249. Mr LEAHY to the Treasurer:

(1) Did the meeting with representatives of the Camtarvon Shire Council held
in early October 1993 produce any outcome as to the Government's
commitment towards funding of the fascine development in Carnarvon?

(2) If so, what amount of money will be available?
Mr COURT replied:

Any decisions concerning the fascine development will be made public
when the Government considers it appropriate to do so.

SCHOOLS - ASBESTOS ROOFS
Not Encapsulated; Deterioration Category

1293. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Which Western Australian schools have asbestos roofs which have not

been encapsulated?
(2) For each school, what is the category of deterioration on the I to 5 scale?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) The current status of roof encapsulation is that all grade 5 and 35
per cent of grade 4 roofs have been encapsulated, while only a
small percentage of grades 3.,2 and 1 have been done. A summary
is shown below -

Grade . No of Blocks/ Total Area Total Completed
No of Schools Roof., Completed Estimate

1302.

Area mA $m
1 36/29 19 300 goo 0.23 0.010
2 229/101 116700 3000 1.40 0.035
3 298/150 121 700 8 400 1.46 0.100
4 216/123 98600 34000 1.19 0.41
5 96/75 37 400 37 000 0.45 0.45

4.73 1.00
Details of individual schools can be provided if necessary.

SCHOOL BUSES - FARES, HEDLAND AREA PROPOSAL
Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Does the Ministry of Education propose to introduce school bus fares in

the Hedland area?
(2) If so, what is/are the reason/s for the introduction of the fares?
(3) What action is proposed in the event that a child is unable to pay the

fares?
(4) Have there been any discussions between Department of Education

Employment and Training or Aboriginal and Tonres Strait Islander
Commission regarding the introduction of the fares?

(5) If so, what has been the outcome of those discussions?
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(6) If not, why not?
(7) Has there been discussion with the local bus company regarding the

introduction of the fares?
(8) If so. what was the outcome of those discussions?
(9) If not, why not?
Mr TLJBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) A funkier three month moratorium has been placed on plans to
introduce school bus fares for students travelling on intra-town
buses.

(2) The introduction of bus fares in Port Hedland is consistent with the
policy of the previous Labor Government chat students in country
communities which had regular public transport should pay a
concessional fare. Port Hediland is the last major country centre
with public transport to be exempt from fares.

(3) Students wishing to use the bus service will be required to pay the
appropriate fare of 500 per trip.

(4) No.
(5) Not applicable.
(6) In 1990 discussions cook place with all stakeholders regarding the

introduction of regular passenger transport and the necessity for
fares to be paid on intra-town services.

(7) Hedland Bus Lines was involved in the initial decision to introduce
RPT services in Port Hedland and the necessity for the fares to be
collected. Since that time further discussions have taken place
with the operators.

(B) To delay the introduction of fares until the beginning of second
term 1994 to enable the resolution of issues such as the availability
of bus shelters and a timetable for the provision of footpaths and
cycleways.

(9) Not applicable.
SCHOOLS - HEDLAND SENIOR HIGH

Priority School Program, Funding Reduction
1303. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) Has Hedland Senior High School had its funding reduced under the
priorty schools program?

(2) If so -
(a) why;,
(b) by how much has the funding been reduced?

(3) What are the school based programs that will have to be curtailed if the
funding has been reduced?

Mr TUIBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Hedland Senior High School will not receive priority schools
program in 1994.

(2) (a) Hedland Senior High School does not meet the
socioeconomic disadvantage requirements for PSP 1994
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funding as defined by the index of disadvantage - Ross
Indicator H. The index, based on hard data, was
formulated by ministry PSP officers, officers of the
ministry information services branch and an officer of the
University of Melbourne. This index takes into account
family income levels, occupation, education, family
structure, accommodation, tenancy, crowding, language
and Aboriginality. The PSP State advisory committee
considered the index of disadvantage for all schools in
order to determine which schools, in relative terms, would
be eligible to receive PSP funds in 1994. PSP is designed
to support those schools serving communities with the
highest degree and concentration of socioeconomic
disadvantage. The index accorded to Hedland Senior High
School indicates that the school's socioeconomic
disadvantage is not as high as those Government schools in
Western Australia who will receive PSP funds in 1994. It
is unfortunate that Hedland Senior Hi-gh School is not
eligible for inclusion in the priority schools program in
1994, but the PSP budget is finite and resources need to be
allocated in an accountable, effective and cost efficient
manner.

(b) The PSP 1993 funding allocated to Hediland Senior High
School was $53 866.

(3) The main 1993 PSP funded school based programs will continue in
1994 as funds from alternative sources have been made available.
These include the positions of literacy coordinator and school-
community liaison officer, and the peer support project -
representing approximately 60 per cent of the total amount of PSP
funds allocated for 1993. In addition, the homework classes
conducted after school hours for non-Aboriginal students would
not have continued in 1994 regardless of availability of PSP
funds - representing approximately I11 per cent of the total amount
of PSP funds allocated for 1993. School based programs which at
this stage will definitely be curtailed in 1994 due to non-
availability of PSP funds are the multicultural week project, $600;
the student newspaper project, $600; lower school reward camp
project. $1 000; sport fun project, $500; and enrichment projects -
conducted after school hours.

MEAGHER, DR TIM - INDUSTRIAL ECOLOGISTS PTY LTD, GOVERNMENT
EMPLOYMENT OR CONTRACT

1381. Mr McGINTY to the Premier Treasurer, Minister for Public Sector
Management; Federal Affairs:
(1) Has Dr Tim Meagher, or Industrial Ecologists Pty Ltd, been in the employ

of or contracted to any Government department or agency with the
Premier's portfolio since 6 February 1993?

(2) If so -
(a) what amount was paid to Dr Meagher or Industrial Ecologists;
(b) for what services over what period?

Mr COURT replied:
(l)-(2) I refer the member to tabled paper 158 which outlines the details of the

only contractual arrangement between the Ministry of the Premier and
Cabinet and Dr Tim Meagher through the firm Industrial Ecologists,
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET
RESEARCH OR SURVEYS

1397. Mr RIPPER to the Premier, Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management;
Federal Affairs:
(1) What polling, market research or surveys have been undertaken by

departments and agencies under the Premier's control since 6 February
1993?

(2) (a) who conducted each project;
(b) and what was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of the project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Premier?
Mr COURT replied:
Public Service Commission
(1) (i) Two staff development officers' professional needs analysis

surveys.
(ii) Survey of training venues available for usage of all agencies.
(iii) Customner service initiatives implemented by agencies in 1993.
(iv) Usage of self directed leaning package.
(v) Identification of public sector financial competencies and training

needs; actual survey document forwarded to agencies 7 April
1993.

(vi) Human Resource Bulletin Survey.
(vii) Survey of Chief Executive Officers.
(viii) Survey of job performance of chairpersons - four - of promotion

appeal tribunals.
All surveys were internal to the public sector.

(2)(a) (i)-(vi) Training and Career Development Branch
(vii) Office of Mobility
(viii) Office of Merit Protection.

(v) $21 000
(vi) Nil
(vii) $100
(vii) Cost involved postage costs only.

(3) (i) Market research on training needed for personal development of
agency trainers.

(ii) For completion of venues register for use by Public Service
rainers.

(iii) To gather baseline information on customer service initiatives in
Government agencies.

(iv) To gather data on usage of an innovative "on the job" learning
package.

(v) To identify financial skil needs at all levels, pursuant to
proceeding with the design of appropriate raining in 1994.

(vi) To ascertain relevance of the bulletin to users.
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(vii) To assess the effectiveness of the Office of Mobility in aiding
agencies service delivery.

(viii) To evaluate the ongoing performance and development needs of
the four independent chairpersons of the Promotion Appeal
tribunals.

None. The surveys are pant of the ongoing work of the Public
Service Commission and did not therefore require the Premier's
approval.

Policy Office
(1) Polling, to ascertain public awareness in Western Australia and other

States of the Mabo issue and its implications.
(2) (a)-(b)

Roy Morgan Research Centre $7 500
AMR Quantum $6 950
West Coast Field Services $20 575

(3) See answer to (l).
(4) The polling was authorised by t Premier.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET
RESEARCH OR SURVEYS

1400. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:
(1) What polling, market research or surveys have been undertaken by

departments and agencies under the Minister's control since 6 February
1993?

(2) (a) who conducted each project;
(b) and what was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of the project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Minister?
Mr HOUSE replied:

The information sought would require considerable research and 1 am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question about market research I will be pleased to respond.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET
RESEARCH OR SURVEYS

1405. Mr RIPPER to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance: Racing and
Gaming:
(1) What polling, market research or surveys have been undertaken by

departments and agencies under the Minister's control since 6 February
1993?

(2) (a) who conducted each project:,
(b) and what was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of the project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Minister?
Mr COURT replied:

The Minister for Finance; Racing and Gaming has provided the following
reply -
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(1)-(4)
(i) 8010 Limited has conducted eight market research projects since

6 Febmuary 1993, none of which required ministerial authorisation.
The company involved, cost and purpose of each project was as
follows -

(a) SGlO marketing department in conjunction with the
Marketing Centre; $6 035; to examine covemnote
conversion.

(b) SGIO marketing department in conjunction with the
Marketing Centre; $10 878; to ascertain SGIQ and
competitors service levels.

(c) SGIO marketing department in conjunction with the
Marketing Centre; $33 625; to ascertain SGIO and
competitors advertising awareness rates and consideration
set.

(d) 5010 marketing department in conjunction with Sport
Monitor $700; to ascertain 5GIO exposure during the
Eagles televised games and subsequent value of ground
signage.

(e) SGIO marketing department in conjunction with Market
Equity; $4 711; research on better drivers and customers
with maximum no claim bonus.

(f) SGIO marketing department in conjunction with the
Australian Bureau of Statistics; $270; to ascertain the
number of vehicles registered in excess of $20 000.

(g) SGIO marketing department in conjunction with the
Australian Bureau of Statistics; $320; to ascertain the
number of vehicles registered according to postcode.

(hi) SGIO marketing department in conjunction with Wells
Research; $3 500; to ascertain SGlO customer satisfaction
levels.

(ii) The Lotteries Commission has conducted six market research
projects since 6 February 1993, none of which required ministerial
authorisation. The company involved, cost and purpose of each
project was as follows -

(a) The Marketing Centre; $6 670; to determine the most
effective prizes to offer in promotions.

(b) Donovan Research; $11 000; to test the effect of the change
of midweek lotto from Wednesday to Thursday.

(c) Donovan Research; $7 500; to test the effectiveness of a
scracch'n'win commercial.

(d) Ite Marketing Centre; $10 163; to test whether a
commercial was effective in regard to its target age group,

(e) Donovan Research; $13 000; to research options for new
]Otto games.

(f) The Marketing Centre; $57 565; to investigate and profile
the lotteries market as part of the strategic planning
process.

(iii) The TAB has conducted one market research project since 6
February 1993. It did not require ministerial authorisation. The
company involved, cost and purpose of the project is as follows -
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(a) Reark Research; $5 400; to ensure that advertising material
conveyed the intended messages to the TAB's target
market.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET
RESEARCH OR SURVEYS

1409. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development; the Family; Seniors:
(1) What palling, market research or surveys have been undertaken by

departments and agencies under the Minister's control since 6 February
1993?

(2) (a) who conducted each project;
(b) and what was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of the project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Minister?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
Office of Seniors' Interests
(1) As part of an evaluation of the Seniors' Card market research was

undertaken on 401 Seniors' Card holders' opinion on the Western
Australian Seniors' Card.

(2) (a) Patterson Market Research.
(b) $3 800.

(3) To assess Seniors' Card holders' opinion on their usage of the card.
(4) I was aware of the market research.
Department for Community Development
(1) 1. Community Services Industry Study - commenced in July 1993

and is expected to be completed in March 1994.
2. Omnibus Surv'ey..
3. Year of the Family logo.
4. Family Crisis Program.
5. Peel Region Committees of Management Survey.
6. Local Needs Survey - Beechbero.

(2)(a) 1 . Staff from the Department for Community Development and an
independent research organisation which is yet to be selected.

2. Reark Research Pty Ltd.
3. AGB McNair.
4. Staff from the Department for Community Development.
5. Staff from the Department for Community Developmernt
6. Staff from Brockman Community House and the Department for

Community Development.
(b) 1. A budget of $80 000 has been allocated.

2. $2268.15.
3. $2 960.00.
4.-5 Nil..
6. $3850.

(3) 1 . To provide a stocktake of resources and services in the community
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services industry. To provide a base for planning of service
delivery.

2. To measure public awareness of the Department for Community
Development and its services. To determine public attitudes to
raising children today.

3. To zest the understanding and acceptance of the logo message.
4. To evaluate the changes within the department.
5. To prepare for devolution of decision waking for funding non-

government organisations by district offices. To identify factors
which contribute to the effective operations of community
committees of management.

6. To assist planning for services in the Beechboro area.
(4) 1 authorised all of the above surveys except the Peel Region Committees

of Management Survey.
STATE BUDGET - CAPITAL WORKS PROGRAM, $1 527.4m
Allocations for Departments or Agencies, Projects or Programs

1439. Mr KOBELKE to the Premier
As the answer given by the Premier to question on notice 1254 of 1993
was to the first pant of the question only, will the Premier answer the
second part?

Mr COURT replied:
Amounts allocated for each project or program within each agency are set
out on pages 48 to 123 of the capital works program for the year ending
30 June 1994.

ETHNIC COMMUNITIES COUNCIL OF WA - "WALKING THE TIGHTROPE",
RECOMMENDATIONS IMPLEMENTATION

1447. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Community Development:
As the Ethnic Communities Council of Western Australia released the
publication "Walking the Tightrope" about the problems of ethnic youth,
which made various recommendations, what steps has the Minister's
department taken to implement the recommendations of the Report of the
ECC of Western Australia on young people of non-English speaking
background (NESB)?

Mrt NICHOLLS replied:
Officers from the Department for Community Development have
considered the report. The report contained six recommendations which
related to the Department for Community Development. Of these, three
do not require implementation as the department already had strategies in
place which address the concerns behind the recommendations. These
recommendations are -

Recommendation 13
That information about relevant Government and non-government
services be disseminated in culturally and tin guistically appropriate ways
to ensure the widest possible publicity of services.
Information is disseminated through pamphlets which are often translated
into the languages of the most vulnerable communities and meetings with
a variety of ethnic groups.
Recommendation 16
That financial resources be provided for the development of and-racist
srrategies/resources, and that all educational institutions, relevant
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Government and non-government agencies and ethnic groups have
effective access to these resources.
The department provided resources for the development of the inservice
cross cultural training which has been provided to staff particularly in
areas where there are large migrant populations.
Recommendation 19
That the State Government establishmert processes for the collection of
data which identifies age, gender and ethnicity of clients in human service
agencies, both Government funded.
The department is introducing a new information system, Client and
Community Services System that will collect information on all clients of
the department. Thte system includes questions on ethnicity.
Of the other three, the department has noted them and, where appropriate,
will consider them in the context of budgetary constraints.
Recommendation 12
That a pool of bilingual and bicultural support workers be established to
provide services to NESB youth in the social welfare, education,
employment, training, health and legal systems.
Recommendation 14
That the Government establishes a pilot multicultural drop-in centre in an
area of high migrant sentlement, for example Mirrabooka.
Recommendation 23
That the Ethnic Communities Council of WA as the peak body of ethnic
organisaions, be consulted by Commonwealth, State and local
governments in the development and implementation of their policies and
programs especially those of significant concern to NESE youth.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY - RENT INCREASE
1495. Dr EDWARDS to the Minister for Housing:

(1) When did the Government decide recently to increase Government
Employees Housing Authority rents?

(2) What is the current GEHA fortnightly rent?
(3) What will the new rent be?
(4) When will this increase occur?
(5) What consultation occurred before this decision was taken?
(6) What role did the GEH-A board play?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) 29 July 1993.
(2)-(3)

CElIA rents vary according to the type of accommodation. As a guide,
prior to the increase, the rent for a recently constructed three bedroom
house was set at $84.00 per week. The new rent for this typ of house will
be $87.00 per week, whereas for a similar Homeswest property a tenant
could expect to pay $111.30.

(4) The rent increase for Government employees was effective from the first
full pay period occurring after 1 October 1993.

(5) The decision to increase rents for GEHA accommodation was made by the
former Minister for Housing. As has been the case with all CElIA rent
increases since 1987, the decision was taken without consultation.

(6) None.
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ELECTIONS - ONE VOTE ONE VALUE
1496. Dr GALLOP to die Minister for Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:

(1) Will the Government commit itself to the ultimate principle of
Parliamentary democracy, that is. one vote, one value?

(2) When will the Government introduce legislation which will give A
Western Australians an equal vote?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1)-(2) The present electoral system in Western Australia ensures that all eligible

electors are able to express their choice of representative. The present
system also ensures that the particular needs of rural Western Australia are
recognised in terms of parliamentary representation. In discussing die
electoral system, die Report of the Royal Commission into Commercial
Activities of Government and Other Matters acknowledged the difficulties
presented by the geography of the State and noted that regional weighting
in the electoral system should not necessarily give rise to an assumption
that democratic principles are compromised.

SWAN RIVER TRUST - WATERWAYS COMMISSION, FUNDING CUTS
1499. Mr McGINTY to the Premier:

Referring to the Premier's pme-election promise to put the State at the
forefront of protecting the nation's rivers and his explicit pledge to spend
up big on the protection in the following terms considerable extra
resources would be needed by a Liberal Government and these would be
allocated as the economy improved and revenue increased - Pendal media
statement 28-6-92, given that the economy has improved and Government
revenue has increased through rises in taxes and charges, why has the
Premier failed to honour his promises by cutting funding for the Swan
River Trust by 7.7 per cent and the Waterways Commission by 30 per
cent?

Mr COURT replied:
The member has obviously confused the pre-election promises of die
Labor Party with those of the coalition. The coalition never promised to
"spend up big" on anything. The member has also confused recurrent and
capital expenditures of the Swan River Trust and die Waterways
Commission. I refer the member to part 13 of the Program Statements of
the 1993-94 Budget. The member is correct, however, in his observation
that the economy has improved since the election.

DUCK SHOOTING - REPRESENTATIVES, MEETING WITH MINISTERS
1502. Mr MeGINTY to the Premier:

(1) Has the Premier or any Minister met with representatives of duck shooting
organisations?

(2) If yes -
(a) when;
(b) what requests were made of Government;
(c) what commitments were given by the Government:
(d) what consequential action has the Government taken to give effect

to those commitments?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) Yes - the Premier and the Minister for the Environment.
(2) PREMIER
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(a) 13 August 1993 - Sporting Shooters Association of Australia (WA)
(b)-(c) None.
(d) Not applicable.
MINISTER FOR THiE ENVIRONMENT
(a) (i) 16 March 1993 - WA Field and Game Association.

(ii) 1 June 1993 - Coalition Against Duck Shooting.
(b) (i) requested to reintroduce recreational duck shooting.

(ii) requested co ban duck shooting.
(c) No commitments given.
(d) Not applicable.

WOMEN'S INTERESTS, OFFICE OF - REVIEW REPORT, AVAILABILITY
1505. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Women's Interests:

In view of the Minister's statement to the House in November last year
that "accountability is about providing information to Parliament". when
will the Minister make available to the public and to the Parliament the
report of the Review of the Office of Women's Interests?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
The report was a confidential report prepared for the Minister for
Women's Interests.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - PUBLIC AFFAIRS
BRANCH, ANNUAL BUDGET; EMPLOYMENT

1510. Ms WARNOCKC to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) What was the total annual budget for the Public Affairs branch for the

financial years 1990-91 and 1991-93 for salaries and working budget?
(2) For each of the years in (1), how many people were employed full-time in

that branch?
(3) For each of the years in (1), how many people were employed part-time in

chat branch?
(4) What functions did the part rime employees perform for the branch?
(5) What were the salary levels for each individual?
(6) How many people were employed on contract basis?
(7) Who were they?
(8) What functions did they perform?
(9) As at 22 November 1993. what -

(a) were the full time staff levels;
(b) were the pmr time staff levels;
(c) current contracts have been performed and are being performed?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) 1990-91 salaries and working budget $422 000.

1991-92 salaries and woring budget $493 016.
1992-93 salaries and working budget $426 000.

(2) 1990-91 -eight.
199 1-92 - eight.
1992-93 - six.
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(3) 1990-91 - two part-time.
1991-92 - two - in one position.
1992-93 - four -in three positions.

(4) 1990-91 - typing-reception, promotions, editing.
1991-92 - promotions, editing and media liaison.
1992-93 - media liaison, typing-reception, promotions.

(5) 1990-91 -Level l,.Level 4.
1991-92 - Level 5, Level 4.
1992-93 - Level 5, Level 4, Level 1.

(6) 1990-91 - four.
1991-92 - three - in two positions.
1992-93 - five - in four positions.

(7) I have some serious concerns about actually naming former part-time
employees - that would seem an invasion of privacy given that only one of
those who was a part-time employee works for the department currently.

(8) 1990-91 - typing-reception, promotions, editing.
1991-92 - media liaison, promotions.
1992-93 - media liaison, promotions, typing-reception, editing.

(9) (a) Six.
(b)-(c) None.

SCHOOLS - ASBESTOS ROOFS
1545. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) is it the coalition's policy to remove or encapsulate asbestos roofs on the
basis of the risk they pose to students, teachers and the public?

(2) If not, how does the Minister explain pre-election statements by the
Premier and the member for Cottesloe that asbestos roofs pose a danger to
students, teachers and the public?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1)-(2) The Government's position is that asbestos-cement roofs do not
present a health hazard when left undisturbed. This position is
based on the August 1990 findings of "The Western Austraian
Committee on Hazardous Substances" and accepted by my
predecessor. There are however three major considerations.
Firstly, experience has shown, contrary to the best of planning the
asbestos-cement roofs are not left undisturbed. Branches from
brees and bushes abrade roofs. Vandals damage roofs. Unethical
contractors do not handle asbestos-cement products according to
statutory regulations. Secondly, there is the perceived risk by the
community. Thirdly, in accordance with the general principles
laid down by Worksafe Australia in the publication "Asbestos:
Code of Practice and Guidance Notes", p 5, the ultimate goal is for
Australian workplaces to be free of asbestos. Accordingly, this
Government will replace asbestos-cement roofs when they become
structurally unsound. In addition, due to the perceived risk to the
community, other asbestos-cement roofs will be considered for
replacement as funding permits.

BOARDS AND COMMITTEES - APPOINTMENTS, MINISTER FOR
EDUCATION'S PORTFOLIO

1550. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Who has the Minister appointed, under the Minister's portfolio, to boards

and committees since 6 February 1993?
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(2) To what boards and committees were these individuals appointed?
(3) What appointments of level 6 and above have been made in the Minister's

portfolio since 6 February 1993?
Mr TU2BBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

The information sought would require considerable research arid I ant not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question about appointments to boards and committees I Will be
pleased to respond.

JUSTICE, MINISTRY OF - NEW STATIONERY, COST
1553. Mr RIEBELING to the Attorney General:

(1) What is the total cost of new stationery for the new ministry?
(2) What volume of stationery existed when the new ministry was created?
(3) How and where was the old stock disposed of?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:

At the time the ministry was created $58 000 value of stationery was held
in store. Of this $2 900 worth of letterhead and compliments slips has
been convented for use as notepaper. The balance of stock continues in
use within the ministry. To date this financial year $6 970 has been spent
on Ministry of Justice stationery. It is not possible to proportion this
amount between routine replenishment and replacement materials.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - WOMEN OR ABORIGINAL WOMEN
PROGRAMS SUSPENDED, SCRAPPED, DEFUNDED, UNDER REVIEW

1571. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
What programs targeting women, or Aboriginal women, have been
suspended, scrapped, defunded, or placed under review in the Minister's
portfolio since February 1993?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -
No programs within the Minister's portfolio targeting women or
Aboriginal women have been suspended, scrapped or defunded.

GRAHAM, JUDY - PREMIER'S DEPARTMENT EMPLOYMENT
1575. Mr RIPPER to the Premier:

With reference to the Premier's Department employee Judy Graham, what is
her current -

(a) position;
(b) level;
(c) salary;
(d) conditions;
(e) allowances?

Mr COURT replied:
(a) Administrative assistant;
(b) 3.4;
(c) $33 399;
(d) Public Servant;
(e) Nil.
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SMITH, KARRY - ATTORNEY GENERAL, MEETINGS
1577. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Attorney General:

On what dazes since 6 February 1993 has the Attorney General met with Ms
Karry Smith or members of the Western Women Action Group?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
My records indicate that I have met with members of the Western Women
Action Group, including Ms Karry Smith, on at least two occasions since
6 February 1993.

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN CONSTITUTIONAL COMMITTEE - MEETINGS
1589. Mr CATANIA to the Premier:

(1) On how many occasions has the Western Australian Constitutional
Committee met to daze?

(2) What towns or communities has the committee visited?
(3) What groups has the committee consulted?
Mr COURT replied:
(I) Twice.
(2)-(3) None as yet.
MINISTERIAL OFFICES - PERSONAL COMPUTERS OR TERMINALS,

COMPUTER PRINTERS, PHOTOCOPYING MACHINES
1593. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:

(1) How many personal computers or terminals are located in or assigned to
the Minister's office?

(2) How many computer printers are located in or assigned to the Minister's
office?

(3) How many photocopying machines are located in or assigned to the
Minister's office?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - PERSONAL COMPUTERS OR TERMINALS,
COMPUTER PRINTERS, PHOTOCOPYING MACHINES

1596. Dr WATSON to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;
Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(1) How many personal computers or terminals are located in or assigned to

die Minister's office?
(2) How many computer printers are located in or assigned to the Minister's

office?
(3) How many photocopying machines are located in or assigned to the

Minister's office?
Mr TLJBBY replied:

The Minister for Education; Employment and Training; Sport and
Recreation has provided the following reply -

(1) 18.
(2) Four.
(3) Three.
This is the same amount of computing equipment as in my predecessor's
office.
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES - PERSONAL COMPUTERS OR TERMINALS,
COMPUTER PRINTERS, PHOTOCOPYING MACHINES

1602. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Community Development; the Family; Seniors:
(1) How many personal computers or terminals are located in or assigned to

the Minister's office?
(2) How many computer printers are located in or assigned to the Minister's

office?
(3) How many photocopying machines are located in or assigned to the

Minister's office?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) 13.
(2) 11.
(3) Two.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET
RESEARCH, SURVEYS

1622. Mr RIPPER to the Premier; Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector Management;
Federal Affairs:
(1) With reference to the Premier's answer to question on notice 1397 of

1993, what further polling, market research or surveys have been
undertaken by departments or agencies under the Premices control?

(2) (a) Who conducted each project;
(b) what was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of each project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Premier?
Mr COURT replied:
(1)-(4) Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature

on a range of matters. In the interests of accountability I have been
prepared to answer the questions to date. I refer the member to my
response to question on notice 1397. 1 can see little public interest being
served in continuously covering the same ground. Accordingly I am not
prepared to divert considerable departmental resources to this end. If the
member has a specific query he can put it to me in writing and I will have
the matter addressed.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET
RESEARCH, SURVEYS

1625. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:
(1) With reference to the Minister's answer to question on notice 1400 of

1993, what further polling, market research or surveys have been
undertaken by departments or agencies under the Minister's control?

(2) (a) Who conducted each project
(b) what was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of each project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Minister?
Mr HOUSE replied:

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question about market research I will be pleased to respond,
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET
RESEARCH, SURVEYS

1628. Mr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(1) With reference to the Minister's answer to question on notice 1403 of

1993, what further polling, market research or surveys have keen
undertaken by departments or agencies under the Minister's control?

(2) (a) Who conducted each project;
(b) what Was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of each project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Minister?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education; Employment and Training; Sport and
Recreation has provided the following reply -

I refer the member to the response given to question on notice 1403.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - POLLING, MARKET

RESEARCH, SURVEYS
1633. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for the Environment; Aboriginal Affairs; Disability

Services:
(1) With reference to the Minister's answer to question on notice 1408 of

1993, what further polling, market research or surveys have been
undertaken by departments or agencies under the Minister's control?

(2) (a) Who conducted each project;
(b) what was the cost?

(3) What was the purpose of each project?
(4) Which projects were authorised by the Minister?
Mr MINSON replied:
(1) No further polling, market research or surveys have been undertaken by

the agencies within my portfolio.
(2)-(4) Not applicable.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES
1638. Dr WATSON to the Premier, Treasurer, Minister for Public Sector Management;

Federal Affairs:
(1) How many mobile phones, pagers and vehicles are available to staff in the

Premier's office, or consultants employed in the Premier's office?
(2) To which staff are these items allocated?
(3) At what cost are these items provided?
(4) Which department or agency meets the cost?
(5) Are any staff in the Premier's office provided a home fax, or do any staff

receive a reimbursement for the cost of renting a home fax?
(6) If so -

(a) which officers;
(b) at what cost?

(7) Do any staff in the Premier's office have all or part of their telephone
expenses met by the Government?
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(8) If so, which officers?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) Mobile phones seven

Pagers six
Vehicles six

(2) Mobile phones - Chief of Staff; Executive Director, Senior Executive
Officer Principal Private Secretary; Senior Media Secreary; Policy
Officer, Driver.
Pagers - Chief of Staff:, Executive Director, Senior Media Secrtary;
Principal Policy Officer, Media Liaison Officer, Driver.
Vehicles - Chief of Staff; Executive Director, Senior Media Secretary;
Senior Executive Officer, Principal Private Secretary; Principal Policy
Officer.

(3) Mobile phones - purchase costs plus calls and rent.
Pagers - $2 340 per year.
Vehicles - estimated average cost per vehicle per year $4 810.

(4) Ministry of the Premier and Cabinet.
(5)-(6)

Yes. Executive Director and Senior Media Secretary are provided with a
home facsimile machine on the same basis as staff employed by the
former Government. The Chief of Staff is also entitled to be provided
with a facsimile machine. Ihis equipment is currently being installed.
The machines provided are those supplied to the staff of the former
Government. Officers are reimbursed, upon application, for official calls
plus rent.

(7) Yes. Officers are reimbursed, upon application, for official calls plus rent.
(8) Executive Director, Senior Media Secretary; Senior Executive Officer. In

addition, the Chief of Staff has an entitlement which, to date, he has not
exercised.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES
1641. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:

(1) How many mobile phones, pagers and vehicles are available to staff in the
Minister's office, or consultants employed in the Minister's office?

(2) To which staff are these items allocated?
(3) At what cost are these items provided?
(4) Which department or agency meets the cost?
(5) Are any staff in the Minister's office provided a home fax, or do any staff

receive a reimbursement for the cast of renting a home fax?
(6) If so -

(a) which officers;
(b) at what cost?

(7) Do any staff in the Minister's office have all or part of their telephone
expenses met by the Government?

(8) If so, which officers?
Mr HOUSE replied:

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose.
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES
1644. Dr WATSON to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education; Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(I) How many mobile phones, pagers and vehicles are available to staff in the

Minister's office, or consultants employed in the Minister's office?
(2) To which staff art these items allocated?
(3) At what cost are these items provided?
(4) Which department or agency meets the cost?
(5) Are any staff in the Minister's office provided a home fax, or do any staff

receive a reimbursement for the cost of renting a home fax?
(6) If so -

(a) which officers;
(b) at what cost?

(7) Do any staff in the Minister's office have all or part of their telephone
expenses met by the Government?

(8) If so, which officers?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education; Employment and Training; Sport and
Recreation has provided the following reply -

(1) Mobile phones - four, pagers - two; vehicles - four.
(2) Mobile phones - Peter Browne, Jim Thorn, H-allami Pereira, Ross

Storey. Pagers - Ross Storey, Marc Dale. Vehicles - Peter
Browne, Jim Thorn, Hallam Pereira, Ross Storey.

(3) The mobile phones cost $35 each per month plus call charges. The
pagers cost $34 each per month. The motor vehicles are
maintained by the Education Department and the Ministry of Sport
and Recreation and cost on average $230 per month per vehicle.

(4) The Education Department and the Ministry of Sport and
Recreation.

(5) No.
(6) Not applicable.
(7) Yes.
(8) Ross Storey.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - MOBILE PHONES, PAGERS, VEHICLES
1650. Dr WATSON to the Minister for Community Development: the Family: Seniors:

(1) How many mobile phones, pagers and vehicles are available to staff in the
Minister's office, or consultants employed in the Minister's office?

(2) To which staff axe these items allocated?
(3) At what cost are these items provided?
(4) Which department or agency meets the cost?
(5) Are any staff in the Minister's office provided a home fax, or do any staff

receive a reimbursement for the cost of renting a home fax?
(6) If so -

(a) which officers;
(b) at what cost?
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(7) Do any staff in the Minister's office have all or part of their telephone
expenses met by the Government?

(8) If so, which officers?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Two car phones; two mobile phones; one pager, three vehicles.
(2) Principal private secretary, media secretary, office pool vehicle.
(3) Mobile phones - $3 200 per annum - anticipated operating costs

Pager - $360 per annum - anticipated operating costs
Vehicles - $5 100 per annum - anticipated operating costs

(4) Department for Community Development.
(5) Yes.
(6) (a) Media secretary.

(b) $295 per annum. - anticipated.
(7) Yes.
(8) Media secretary.

EDUCATION MINISTRY - POST COMPULSORY EDUCATION '93 -
DIRECTORS CONFERENCE

1656. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) What was the budget for the Post Compulsory Education '93 - Directors

Conference?
(2) How much was obtained from registration fees?
(3) How much was obtained from sponsors?
(4) Did the conference make a profit?
(5) If yes, will this be the future trend for all Education Ministry

conferences/seminars?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(I) $85 100.
(2) $65 100
(3) $20 000.
(4) The conference broke even financially.
(5) Hopefully.

WANNEROO CITY COUNCIL - ALLEGED IMPROPER USE OF POLICE
RECORD INQUIRY

1668. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Police:
With reference to question without notice 428 of 1993, relating to serious
allegation made on 'The 7.30 Report' about the alleged iprqper
possession and use of a police record by members of the Wanneroo City
Council -

(a) did the police interview Councillor Colin Edwardes as to how he
came to possess this information;

(b) was Councillor Wayde Smith interviewed to determine if he was
the source of the information:

(c) was the question of blackmail investigated,
(d) what was the outcome of the inquiry?
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Mr WIESE replied:
The Commissioner of Police has advised the following-

(a)-c) Yes.
(d) (i) The police accepted the statement of Councillor Edwardes

that he came by the information lawfully.
(ii) The inquiry failed to reveal any evidence that any

confidential police information had been divulged by
Councillor Smith.

(iii) The inquiry failed to substantiate an allegation of attempte-d
blackmail.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS,
COST

1675. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Deputy Premier; Minister for Commerce and Trade:
(1) For each department or agency in the Deputy Premier's portfolio,

what was the cost of producing the latest annual report, including -

(a) artwork;
(b) publication;
(c) distribution?

(2) Was the annual repont produced wholly within the department or agency?
(3) If not -

(a) what services west provided by contractors;
(b) at what cost?

Mr COWAN replied:
The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question about an annual report, I will provide a response.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS,
COST

1677. Mrs H-ALLAR-AN to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:
(1) For each department or agency in the Minister's portfolio, what was the

cost of producing the latest annual report, including -

(a) artwork;
(b) publication;
(c) distribution?

(2) Was the annual report produced wholly within the department or agency?
(3) If not -

(a) what services were provided by contractors;
(b) at what cost?

Mr HOUSE replied:
The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS,
COST

1680. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;
Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(1) For each department or agency in the Minister's portfolio, what was the

cost of producing the latest annual report, including -
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(a) artwork;
(b) publication,
(c) distribution?

(2) Was the annual report produced wholly within the department or agency?
(3) If not -

(a) what services were provided by contractors;
(b) at what cost?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education; Employment and Training: Sport and
Recitation has provided the following reply -

Education Department
(1) $9587.

(a) Nil.
(b) $9392.
(c) $195 - approximately.

(2) No.
(3) (a) Printing and packing.

(b) $9587.
Secondary Education Authority
(1) (a) Nil.

(b) $1 150.
(c) Nil,

(2) Yes.
(3) (a)-(b) Not applicable.
Country High School Hostels Authority
(1) (a) $2000.

(b,) $1 500.
(c) $150.

(2) No.
(3) (a) Typesetting and printing.

(b) $3 500.
Office of Higher Education
(1) (a) Nil.

(b) $400.
(c) $100.

(2) Yes.
(3) (a)-(b) Not applicable.
Department of Vocational Education and Training
(1) (a)-(c) The production of the latest annual report has not yet been

finatised.
(2) No.
(3) (a)-(b) Contractors are being engaged for the final editing,

artwork, layout and printing. Distribution will be
undertaken internally.

State Employment and Skills Development Authority
(1) (a)-(c) The report was produced in-house. No additional costs for

artwork, publication, or distribution were incurred.
(2) Yes.

ISMn-?
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(3) (a)-(b) Not applicable.
Western Australian Academy of Performing Arts
(1) (a)-(c) The cost of producing the annual report was $1 368.47.
(2) Yes.
(3) (a)-(b) Not applicable.
Ministry of Sport and Recreation
(1) (a) Undertaken by staff - not specifically costed.

(b) $1 262.
(c) Undertaken by staff - not specifically costed.

(2) No.
(3) (a) Printing of covers and finishing.

(b) $885.
Supcrdmome
(1) (a)-(c) The cost of producing the WA Spants Centre Trust 1992-93

annual report will be approximately $1 500.
(2) No.
(3) (a) Typesetting and printing.

(b) Approximately $1 300.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS,

COST
1681. Mr-s HALLAHAN to the Attorney General; Minister for Women's Interests;

Parliamentary and Electoral Affairs:
(1) For each department or agency in the Minister's portfolio, what was the

cost of producing the latest annual report, including -

(a) artwork;
(b) publication;
(c) distribution?

(2) Was the annual report produced wholly within the department or agency?
(3) If not -

(a) what services were provided by contractors;
(b) at what cost?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
Legal Aid Commission
(1) $8 041.
(2) No.
(3) (a) Artwork, drafting and printing.

(b) $8 041.
Office of Women's Interests
(1)-(3)

The 1992-93 annual report has not yet gone to print.
Equal Opportunity Commission
(1) $4 175 - publication and distribution.
(2) Yes.
(3) Not applicable.
Western Australian Electoral Commission
(1) $2 000 - printing costs only.
(2) Yes.
(3) (a) Printing.

(b) $2 000.
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Law Reform Commis sion
(1) The 1992-93 annual report costs have not yet been finalised.
(2) No.
(3) (a) Printing.

(b) The costs have not yet been finalised.
Crown Law Department
(1) 1992-93 annual report - $3 106.
(2) No.
(3) (a) Printing and postage.

(b) Printing $2 906 Postage $200.
Registrar General's Office
(1) $2791.
(2) No.
(3) (a) Printing.

(b) $2 791.
Department of Corrective Services
(1)-(3) The 1992-93 annual report has not yet gone to print.
Public Trust Office
(1)-(3) The 1992-93 annual report has not yet gone to print.
Public Guardian's Office
(1)-(3) The 1992-93 annual report has not yet gone to print.
Parole Board
(1)-(3) The 1992-93 annual report has not yet gone to print

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS,
COST

1682. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Finance: Racing
and Gaining:
(1) For each department or agency in the Minister's portfolio, what wan the

cost of producing the latest annual report, including -

(a) artwork;
(b) publication;
(c) distribution?

(2) Was the annual report produced wholly within the department or agency?
(3) If not -

(a) what services were provided by contractors;
(b) at what cost?

Mr COURT replied:
The Minister for Finance; Racing and Gaming has provided the following
reply -

(1) State Taxation Department - the total cost was approximately
$1 655 made up as follows -

(a) Nil.
(b) $1 595; this does not take account of the salary cost of

departmiental officers involved in preparation of the report
(c) $60 approximately.
Valuer General's Office -

(a) Nil
(b) $1 159
(c) $72.90
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Government Employees Superannuation Board -

(a) $1 153
(b) $13770
(c) $414
State Government Insurance Commission -

(a) Nil
(b) $27 263
(c) Approximately $350
SGlO Limited -

(a) $11 185
(b) $34 804.94
(c) Nil
Office of Racing and Gaming - $2 048 -

(a) Nil
(b) $1 748
(c) $300
Gaming Commission --$397 -

(a) Nil
(b) $297
(c) $100
Racecourse Development Trust; Racing Penalties Appeal
Tribunal - As these reports are produced internally, costs cannot be
identified separately.
Burswood Park Board - $957.50 -
(a) $187.50
(b) $750
(c) $20
WA Greyhound Racing Association - The annual report costs are
not available as printing has not been finalised.
TAB -

(a)-(b)
$4 438

(c) $100
Lotteries Commission - $32 865 - $32.87 per copy -

(a) $19115
(b) $13250
(c) say - $500

(2) State Taxation Department - Everything was done within die
department with the exception of printing.
Valuer General's Office - Yes, except for printing of covers, and
copying and stapling content pages.
Government Employees Superannuation Board - No.
State Government Insurance Commission - No.
5010 Limited - No.
Office of Racing and Gaming; Gaming Commission - Except for
printing, these reports were produced wholly within the
department.
Racecourse Development Trust - Yes.
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Racing Penalties Appeal Tribunal - Yes.
Burswood Park Board - No.
WA Greyhound Racing Association - No.
TAB - No.
Lotteries Commission - No.

(3) State Taxation Department -

(a) Printing
(b) $1 595
Valuer General's Office -

(a) hinting of covers and copying and stapling content pages
(b) $1 159
Government Employees Superannuation Board -
(a) Service (b) Cost

Artwork $1 153
Photography $476
Negative preparation $3 265
Production $3 500
Printing $7 005

State Government Insurance Commission -

(a) Typesetting and printing; photography
(b) Typesetting and printing - $27 263;

photography - $225.50
SGIO Insurance Limited -

(a) design, artwork, photography and production
(b) costs as per answer (1)
Office of Racing and Gaming; Gaming Commission - Except for
printing by the Department of State Services, the reports were
produced wholly within the department.
Racecourse Development Trust; Racing Penalties Appeal
Tribunal - Not applicable.
Burswood Park Board -

(a) Report writing, design, compilation and supervision
(b) $150
WA Greyhound Racing Association - The annual report costs are
not available as printing has not been finalised.
TAB -
(a) Artwork, publication and printing
(b) $4438
Lotteries Commission -

(a) Artwork preparation and publication. The Lotteries
Commission's public affairs manager was responsible for
the coordination of this project.

(b) $19 115 Artwork
$13 250 Publication

$228 Sundries
$32593 Total
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES -ANNUAL REPORTS,
COST

1685. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for the Environment; Aboriginal Affairs;
Disability Serices:
(1) For each department or agency in the Minister's portfolio, what was the

cost of producing die latest annual report, including -

(a) artwork;
(b) publication;
(c) distribution?

(2) Was the annual report produced wholly within the department or agency?
(3) If not -

(a) what services were provided by contrators;
(b) at what cost?

Mr MINSON replied:
Department of Conservation and Land Management
(1) (a) Artwork -$2 10

(b) Publication - see (3)(a)
(c) Distribution - $1 046, including postage and State Services - Mail

West.
(2) No.
(3) (a)-(b)

Printing $6 240.
Print finishing $40.
Tints $32.
Photocopies $92.
Packing $34.

Environmental Protection Authority
(1) (a) Artwork- $920.

(b) Publication - $3 650.*
(c) Distribution - $595.

(2) No.
(3) (a)-(b)

Artwork $920.
Printing $3 650.

*Reprint $1 500 - an additional charge incurred by EPA for making
changes to the report after its printing.

Waterways Commission
(1) (a) Artwork -$75.

(b) Publication - $1 785.
(c) Distribution - $150.

(2) No.
(3) (a)-(b)

Artwork and editing $175.
Swan River Trust
(1) (a) Artwork -$75.

(b) Publication - $1 256.
(c) Distribution - $150.

(2) No.
(3) (a) Artwork and editing

(b) $175.
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Kings Park and Botanic Garden
(1) (a) Artwork -$1717.

(b) Publication -$4 87 1.
(c) Distribution -$200.

(2) No.
(3) (a) Design and printing

(b) Estimated $6 588.
Perth Zoo
(1) (a) Artwork -$12 440.

(b) Publication - $3 795.
(c) Distribution - $650.

(2) No.
(3) (a)-(b)

Artwork - $12 440.
Publication - $3 795.
Distribution $650.

Aboriginal Affairs Planning Authority
(1) Total cost of' producing the 1992-93 annual report was $11 055.
(2) No.
(3) (a) Layout, typesetting and printing.

(b) $10455.
Department of Aboriginal Sires
(1) (a) Artwork - nil.

(b)-(c) DAS has its annual report published by the Western Australian
Museum and the report appears as an appendix in that publication.
The costs to DAS are wholly subsumed by WAM.

(2) No, it is a joint production between DAS and WAM.
(3) (a) None.

(b) Nil,
Authority for Intellectually Handicapped Persons
(1) (a)-(b) Artworks and publication - $7 000 - estimated

(c) The annual report has not yet been printed or distributed, however
distribution costs are estimated at approximately $645 based upon a
weight per volume in excess of 500 grams.

(2) No.
(3) (a) Croft Communications were contracted to edit the annual neporz.

(b) Estimated at $1 600.
Bureau for Disability Services
(1) (a) Artwork -$5 873.

(b) Publication - $2 734.
(c) Distribution - $645.

(2) No.
(3) (a) Design, writing and editing services.

(b) $2400.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ANNUAL REPORTS,

COST
1686. Mrs H-ALIZAHAN to the Minister for Community Development; die Family;

Seniors:
(1) For each department or agency in the Minister's portfolio, what was the

cost of producing the latest annual report, including -
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(a) artwork;
(b) publication;
(c) distribution?

(2) Was the annual report produced wholly within the department or agency?
(3) If not -

(a) what services were provided by contractors;
(b) at what cost?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
Office of Seniors' Interests
(1) (a) Nil.

(b) $4235.
(c) Not applicable.

(2) The Office of Seniors' Interests' annual report was produced wholly
within the agency.

(3) Not applicable.
Department for Community Development
(1) Estimated cost of the 1993 Department for Community

Development annual report is -
(a) Artwork $9 068.00
(b) Publication $11 581.40
(c) Distribution $199.50

(2) No.
(3) Services Costs

Format and Editing $2 692.40
Printing $8 889.00
Artwork $9 068.00
Distribution $199.50

LAWRANCE, MICHELLE - ATTORNEY GENERAL'S OFFICE, RESIGNATION
1701. Dr WATSON to the Attorney General:

(1) Did Ms Michelle Lawrance resign from her position in the Attorney
General's office, or was she dismissed?

(2) Is Ms Lawrance eligible for a severance payout?
(3) Will Ms Lawrance be relocated to a position elsewhere within the

Attorney General's portfolio, or elsewhere in the Government?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) Resigned.
(2)-(3) No.

INFORMATION COMMISSIONER - RETURNING TO POLICE DEPARTMENT,
LEGISLATION AMENDMENTS

1703. Mr D.L. SMITH to the Attorney General:
(1) Who initiated proposals to amend legislation which would allow the

Information Commissioner to return to the Police Department once her
term expires?

(2) How long have these proposals been under consideration?
(3) Have legislative amendments been prepared?
(4) When will the amendments be introduced into Parliament?
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(5) What other public officers will be affected by such amendments?
Mrs EDWARLDES replied:

The chairperson of the selection panel, Mr Les Smith, rust raised with the
Attorney General the question of including a condition in the contract for
the Information Commissioner such provisions as are provided under the
Freedom of Information Act for a right to return to the Police Force in the
Public Service. Legal advice was sought on the drafting of such a
provision pursuant to section 62(5) of the Freedom of Information Act.
The advice obtained identified that police officers and other agencies were
not eligible to take advantage of section 62(5) of the Freedom of
Information Act. Accordingly, as it was probably an unintended
oversight, advice is being sought from both the police and the Public
Service Commission for legislative amendments to correct this anomaly
and provide entitlements similar to those provided to ordinary public
servants who, immediately before being appointed, occupied an office in
the Public Service.

PARLIAMENT HOUSE - CABINET TABLE, MINISTERIAL MEETING ROOM,
COST

1705. Mr RIPPER to the Premier:
(1) Has the Government installed a Cabinet table in the ministerial meeting

room at Parliament House?
(2) If so. where did the table come from?
(3) Was there any cost associated with the acquisition, relocation, and repair

or renovation of this table?
(4) If so, what were those costs?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The table was housed at Heritage House.
(3) There was a cost for the relocation of the table.
(4) 1 do not have precise details of the cost of relocation but I understand it

was a minimal cost.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - TAXES, CHARGES,
LICENCES, FEES, LEVIES

1717. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Primary Industry:
(1) What taxes, charges, licences, fees and levies have been introduced or

increased in the Minister's portfolios since 6 February 1993?
(2) By what dollar amount and percentage has each tax, charge, licence, fee,

levy, fine or rate been increased?
(3) What was the most recent previous increase in each tax, charge, fee, levy,

licence, fine or rate?
(4) What was the amount and percentage of the most recent previous increase

for each tax, charge, fee, levy, licence, fine or rate?
Mr HOUSE replied:

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - TAXES, CHARGES,
LICENCES, FEES, LEVIES

1722. Mr CATANIA to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) What taxes, charges, licences, fees and levies have been introduced or

increased in the Minister's portfolios since 6 February 1993?
(2) By what dollar amount and percentage has each tax, charge, licence, fee,

levy, fine or rate been increased?
(3) What was the most recent previous increase in each tax, charge, fee, levy,

licence, fine or rare?
(4) What was the amount and percentage of the most recent previous increase

for each tax, charge, fee, levy, licence, fine or rate?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:

Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature
on a range of matters. While in the interests of accountability I have been
prepared to answer the questions to date, I can see little public interest
being served in continuously covering the same ground. In particular,
since I answered question 446 of 1993 the Government has introduced the
consolidated fund Budget for 1993-94. Through the Estimates Committee
process members have had ample opportunity to obtain further details
relating to aspects of the Budget including the various revenue raising
measures. Accordingly I am not prepared to divert considerable
departmental resources to this end in future. If the member has a specific
query be can put it to me in writing and I will have the matter addressed.
(1) None.
(2) Nil.
(3) Introduction of adoptions private assessments fee of $650 on 1

August 1987.
(4) Apart from the introduction of the above fee, there has been no

increase in departmental fees since 198 1.
MINISTERIAL TRAVEL - CHARTER AIRCRAFT TRIPS

1730. Mr KOBELKE to the Attorney General:
(1) On or since 29 May 1993, on how many further occasions has the Minister

used charter aircraft?
(2) What were the dates and destinations of each trip?
(3) What was the cost of each trip?
(4) Who accompanied the Attorney General on each trip?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1)-(4) Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature

on a range of matters. In the interests of accountability I have been
prepared to answer the questions to date. I can see little public interest
being served in continuously covering the same ground. Accordingly I am
not prepared to divert considerable departmental resources to this end. if
the member has a specific query he can put it to me in writing and I will
have the matter addressed.
MINISTERIAL TRAVEL - CHARTER AIRCRAFT TRIPS

1735. Mir KOBELKE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) On or since 14 July 1993, on how many further occasions has the Minister

used charter aircraft?
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(2) What were the dates and destinations of each trip?
(3) What was the cost of each trip?
(4) Who accompanied the Minister on each trip?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Opposition members are continuing to ask questions of a repetitive nature
on a range of matters. In the interests of accountability I have been
prepared to answer die questions to date. I refer the member to my
response to question on notice 409. I can see little public interest being
served in continually covering the same ground. Accordingly I am not
prepared to divert considerable departmental resources to this end. If dhe
member has a specific query he can put it to me in writing and I will have
the matter addressed.
MINISTERIAL TRAVEL - CHARTER AIRCRAFT TRIPS

1736. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Primary Industry:
(1) On or since 2 July 1993, on how many further occasions has the Minister

used charter aircraft?
(2) What were the dates and destinations of each trip?
(3) What was the cost of each trip?
(4) Who accompanied the Minister on each trip?
Mr HOUSE replied:

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose.

ELLIOTT, RICHARD - PREMIER'S CONSULTANT, PAYMENTS
1742. Mr RIPPER to the Premier:

What is the total amount paid to date, and payments owing, to the
Premier's consultant Mr Richard Elliott, directly or trough Dover
Consultants?

Mr COURT replied:
Details pertaining to the contractual arrangements with Dover Consultants
have been provided on several occasions. They have not altered. The
amount Mr Elliott receives is a matter between Dover Consultants and
himself. Opposition members have repeatedly sought details regarding
these arrangements. While in the interests of accountability the
Government to date has been prepared to answer these questions. I am
concerned that the frequency and nature of the questions regarding one
firm and an individual in that firmt go beyond the public interest and as
such are neither reasonable norjustifiablc.

JUSTICES OF THE PEACE - DAMPIER AND WICKHAM, OFFENCES
AGAINST POLICE ADVISER

1747. Mr RIEBELING to the Attorney General:
(1) In the towns of Dampier and Wickham who advises the justices of the

Peace on matters relating to resisting police, abusive language towards
police and other offences against police?

(2) If the answer to (1) is the police officer in charge, does the Attorney
General consider that the system is desirable?

Mrs EDWARDES replied:
(1) The officer in charge of police advises justices of the peace in relation to
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the requirements of relevant legislation in his capacity as Clerk of Petty
Sessions.

(2) I do not consider this system to be flawed where the police officer acts in
accordance with his or her duties as Clerk of Petty Sessions. I have,
however, determined that it should be reviewed. This review is currently
being undertaken by Ministry of Justice officers.

TOWN PLANNING APPEAL COMMITITEE - MEMBERSHIP
1750. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Planning:

(1) Who are the full time members of the Town Planning Appeal Committee?
(2) Who are the part time or occasional members of the committee?
(3) What level of remuneration is received by each full time or part time

member of the committee?
(4) What was the total cost of the running of the committee for 1992-93?
(5) What is the budgeted expenditure for the committee for 1993-94?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) There are two full time members of the Town Planning Appeal

Committee, who are - Mr A.R. Castiledine, Chairperson; and Mr 1.0.
Jordan, Deputy Chairperson.

(2) There are 15 part time members of the committee, who are -

Mrs 3.K. Archibald Mr C.F. Porter
Mr W.E.M. Bateman Mr E. Sabin
Mr DiJ. Collins Mr J.A.D. Tretoar
Mr R.A. Easton Mr R.A.E. Upsion
Mr D.F. Jones Mr A.C. Wilson
Mr W.B. Kelliher Mr P. Woodward
Mr L.S.L. McNabb Mrs N. Zuvela
Mr R.J O'Brien

(3) (a) Chairperson (ministerial contract) level 9 of Public Service rate,
$73 888 per annum; Deputy Chairperson (ministerial contract)
level 8 of Public Service rate, $65 050 per annum

(b) Part time members are paid $145 per full day and $97 per half day
for time spent investigating appeals.

(4) $622 363.
(5) $562000.

McCARREY COMMISSION - RECOMMENDATIONS IMPLEMENTATION
1756. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:

What recommendations of the McCarrey commission have been
implemented in the Minister's portfolios?

Mr HOUSE replied:
I have implemented a portfolio review which will refocus agencies on the
international marketplace and address matters of effectiveness and
efficiency.

McCARREY COMMISSION - RECOMMENDATIONS IMPLEMENTATION
1759. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;

Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
What recommendations of the McCarrey commission have been
implemented in the Minister's portfolios?
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Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education; Employment and Training; Sport and
Recreation has provided the following reply -

The McCarrey recommendations are under review and the review is
ongoing.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT - EDUCATION SUPPORT SCHOOLS. CENTRES
AND UNITS

1774. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) How many education support schools, centres and units will be opened in

1993-94?
(2) Where?
(3) What additional funding has been allocated to meet the cost of these new

facilities?
(4) What programs and cost items are met from within the establishment

budget for education support schools, centres and units, which were not
previously met from this source, including the full time preprimary
program and swimming classes?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Support schools - Nil
Centres - 5
Units - 35

(2) Centres
Spencer Park Primary School (Albany school district)
Newton Moore Senior High School (Bunbury (South) school
district)
Koorana Primary School (Peel school district)
South Ballajura High School (Dianella school district)
Belridge Senior High School (Joondalup school district)
High School Units -
School District FTE
North Lake SHS Cockburn 1.0
Padhury SHS Joondalup 1.0
Eastern Hills SF15 Northam 0.4
Belmont SF15 Perth (South) 1.0
Duncraig SF15 Scarborough 1.0
Hollywood SHS Swanbourne 0.6
Leeming HS Thornlie 1.0
North Albany SF15 Albany 1.0
Australind SHS Bunbury (North) 1.0
Hediand SF15 Hedland 0.6
Karratha SF15 Karratha 1.0
Broome SHS Kimberley 1.0
Primary School Units -

School District FIE
Jandakot Cockburn 1.0
Canning Vale Thornlie 1.0
Mt Lockyer Albany 1.0
Australind Bunbury (North) 0.8
Cascade Esperance 0.1
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Munglinup Esperance 0.2
Ravensihorpe DES Esperance 0.2
Badgingmnra Geraldion (South) 0.1
Walkaway Geraldion (South) 0.2
Marble Bar Service Hedland 1.0
Leonora DHS Kalgoorlie 1.0
Halls Creek Kimnberley 0.9
Kalumburu DHS Kimnberley 0.9
Loom.a RCS Kimiberley 0.2
Wangkalijungra DHS Kim berley 0.2
Wyndham DHS Kimberley 0.9
Northcliffe DHS Manjimup 0.1
Rocky Gully Manjimup 0.1
Bruce Rock DHS Merredin 0.1
Trayning Merredin 0.1
Dowerin Moors 0.1
reenfields Peel 1 .0

Pinjanra Peel 1.0
(3) Centres:

Centre Building Cost Foundation School
Grant Grant

Spencer Park PS, $112000 $32 000 apx $21 175
Newton Moore SHS $480 000 $32 000 apx $19 438
Koorana PS (within cost of $32 000 apx $18 544
South Ballajura (establishing $32 000 apx $18 315
Belridge SES (regular school $32 000 apx $18 570
Staffing of the centres (teaching and non-teaching) is within the
existing establishment budget.
Units: Approximately 20 units will each receive a foundation
grant of $500. Staffing of the units (teaching and non-teaching) is
within the existing establishment budget.

(4) Swimming teachers and teacher aides for students with disabilities
in full time preprimary classes are the only items/programs.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ASBESTOS REMOVAL
1777. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Premier Treasurer, Minister for Public Sector

Management; Federal Affairs:
(1) What departments or agencies within the Premier's paortfolio have had

asbestos removed from their premises since February 1993?
(2) When was this work undertaken?
(3) What was the cost of asbestos removal?
Mrt COURT replied:
(1) Nil.
(2)-43) Not applicable.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ASBESTOS REMOVAL
1783. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;

Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(1) What departments or agencies within the Minister's portfolio have had

asbestos removed from their premises since February 1993?
(2) When was this work undertaken?
(3) What was the cost of asbestos removal?
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Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education; Employment and Training; Sport and
Recreation has provided the following reply -

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question about the removal of asbestos, I would be pleased to
respond.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ASBESTOS REMOVAL
1788. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for the Environment; Aboriginal Affairs;

Disability Services:
(1) What departments or agencies within the Minister's portfolio have had

asbestos removed from their premises since February 1993?
(2) When was this work undertaken?
(3) What was the cost of asbestos removal?
Mr MINSON replied:
(1) (1) Department of Conservation and Land Management

(ii) Perth Zoo
(2) (i) (a) Staff hut number 2381 at Kelmscout containing asbestos in

the form of asbestos cement sheeting was demolished and
removed in June 1993.

(b) An asbestos cement sheet retaining wall on Penguin Island
was removed in June/July 1993.

(c) The asbestos cement sheet roof at the Matilda Bay public
toilet was removed in June/July 1993.

(d) Asbestos in the form of asbestos cement sheeting was
removed during alterations to a shed located at the Nanrogin
Nursery in July/August 1993.

(ii) 30 April 1993
(3) (i) (a) $2 150

(b) $600
(c) $4 000 approx
(d) $200 approx

(ii) The cost of the asbestos removal (including the cost of replacement
custom orb sheeting) was $5 050.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - ASBESTOS REMOVAL
1789. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for Community Development; the Family;

Seniors:
(1) What departments or agencies within the Minister's portfolio have had

asbestos removed fmom their premises since February 1993?
(2) When was this work undertaken?
(3) What was the cost of asbestos removal?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:

Office of Seniors' Interests
(1) No asbestos has been removed from premises occupied by the

Office of Seniors' Interests.
(2)-(3) Not applicable.
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regional office)
(2) 28 July 1993.
(3) $970.96.

TOBACCO CONTROL ACT - SALES TO UNDER 18 YEAR OLDS,
CONVICTIONS

1793. Mr BRADSHAW to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Has any person or persons been fined or convicted since the introduction

of die Tobacco Control Act 1990 for selling tobacco products to anyone
under the age of 18 years?

(2) If so, how many?
(3) If not, have any complaints been made with regard to this matter?
(4) Are there any Health Department staff assigned or responsible for the

provisions of the Tobacco Control Act 1990?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(I) Yes.
(2) Nine.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Two full time staff are assigned to monitor compliance with the

Tobacco Control Act 1990 and its regulations.

EDUCATION MINISTRY -ABORIGINAL PROGRAMS, SUSPENDED,
SCRAPPED, UNDER REVIEW

1795. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
What programs targeting Aboriginal people have been suspended,
scrapped, defunded or placed under review in the Minister's portfolio
since February 1993?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply-
I refer the member to response given to question on notice No 1571.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CONSULTANTS
EMPLOYMENT

1797. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:
(1) Further to the Minister's reply to question on notice 749 of 1993, what

further consultants have been retained by the Minister and the Minister's
departments or agencies since the Minister's response to this question?

(2) What amounts have been paid to each consultant?
(3) What services were provided by these consultants?
Mr HOUSE replied:

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CONSULTANTS
EMPLOYMENT

1800. hr RIPPER to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;
Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(1) Further to the Minister's reply to question on noticc 752 of 1993, what

further consultants have been retained by the Minister and the Minister's
departments or agencies since the Minister's response to this question?

(2) What amounts have been paid to each consultant?
(3) What services were provided by these consultants?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education; Employment and Training; Sport and
Recreation has provided the following reply -

The information sought would require considerable research and I am not
prepared to allocate resources for this purpose. If the member has a
specific question about consultants, I would be pleased to respond.

GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CONSULTANTS
EMPLOYMENT

1806. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development; the Family; Seniors:
(1) Further to the Minister's reply to question on notice 759 of 1993, what

further consultants have been retained by the Minister and the Minister's
departments or agencies since the Minister's response to this question?

(2) What amounts have been paid to each consultant?
(3) What services were provided by these consultants?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:

Executive Services
(1) Deborah Pearson - The Training and Development Group
(2) $1250
(3) Preparation, consultancy and facilitation for the strategic

management branch planning conference on 15 September 1993.
(1) RLEARK Group
(2) $2268.15
(3) Omnibus Survey related to community awareness of the

Department for Community Development.
(1) Dianna Frank - Creative Consulting
(2) $2400
(3) Professional editing of the annual report.
(1) Perfect Training and Support
(2) $162.50
(3) Word Processing.
(1) Drake Overload
(2) $51.70
(3) Word Processing.
(1) WA consortium for social policy research
(2) $ 10 000 has been paid to date.
(3) Conducting an analysis of data on Western Australian families to

com pile a report for the Task Force on Families in WA.
North Country Region
(1) Joan Roberts - Consultant
(2) $370
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(3) Facilitator of northern country regional planning session.
South Country Region
(1) Ric Grounds - Consultant
(2) $886.25
(3) Development consultant for strategic planning for great southern

district.
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND AGENCIES - CONSULTANTS

EMPLOYMENT
1808. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Police; Emergency Services:

(1) Further to the Minister's reply to question on notice 761 of 1993, what
further consultants have been retained by the Minister and the Minister's
departments or agencies since the Minister's response to this question?

(2) What amounts have been paid to each consultant?
(3) What services were provided by these consultants?
Mr WIESE replied:

The Executive Chairman of the WA Fire Brigades Board advises that it
unfortunately omitted one consultant retained by the board in supplying an
answer to question 761 of 1993. The following information is now
provided by the board in answer to this question -

(1) Chip off the Block
(2) $41 290 to December 1993.
(3) Development of the standards of fire cover model.
As at 7 December 1993. no further consultants have been retained since
my previous response to question on notice 761 of 1993.
AIDS - WORLD AIDS DAY, GOVERNMENT BOYCOTT

1812. Mr RIPPER to the Premier
(1) Did the Premier cancel his participation in any World AIDS day events on

1 December 1993?
(2) If so, for what reason?
(3) Did the State Government boycott World AIDS day?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The invitation was not received in the Premier's office until 24 November

1993. Due to the short notice, the Premier was unable to attend as he had
another commitment.

(3) No. No representative was available.
EDUCATION MINISTRY - GARDENING AND CLEANING ADVISER

POSITIONS
1815. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) With reference to question on notice 1549 of 1993, when is the staff
selection process due to be completed?

(2) Who is on the selection panel?
(3) When the positions are filled, will the Minister advise how many were

filled by those already acting in them?
Mr TrUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -
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(1) Within the next couple of weeks.
(2) Geoff Power, Alister Kirton, and Lisa Harris (Gardening)

Geoff Power, Jim Plowman and Lisa Harris (Cleaning).
(3) Yes.

HOUSE, LES - REVIEW INTO PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND SPORT IN
WESTERN AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLS

1816. Dr EDWARDS to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
With reference to question on notice 1469 of 1993, what is the estimated
total cost and cost to dare of the review of physical education and sport in
Western Australian schools?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

The estimated total cost of the review of physical education and sport in
Western Australian schools is $15 000. The approximate cost to date is
$9 400.

GOVERNMENT HOUSE - STAFF NUMBERS
1817. Mr RIPPER to the Premier

(1) What is the total number of staff a: Government House?
(2) What are the positions?
(3) Who fills the positions?
(4) What is the total annual cost of the staff complement?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) The Governor's establishment has been funded in 1993-94 for 28 FTM.
(2) Official secretary, administrative officers, domestics, casual staff,

chauffeur and gardeners.
(3) The Governor is the employer of Government House staff.
(4) The estimated cost in 1993-94 of salaries, wages and related staff costs is

$851 000.

CHARIT1ABLE COLLECTIONS ACT - REGULATION CHANGES
1819. Mr MARLBOROUGH to the Premier

(1) With reference to the Government's reversal on altering Charitable
Collections Act regulations to prevent fundraising firms exploiting
charities by taking a large percentage of funds raised why were these
changes gazetted in May and repealed two months later without
explanation?

(2) Did the Premier personally contact the Chief Executive of the Office of
Racing and Gamning over this matter?

(3) Did the Premier advise the Chief Executive that the Government had
changed its mind about the changes?

Mr COURT replied:
I assume the mnember is referring to the Gaming Act. The Government did
reverse its decision because of the sound arguments put forth by both the
charitable organisations and the fundraising firms.
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MINISTERIAL OFFICES - ARTWORKS
1820. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Premier, Treasurer; Minister for Public Sector

Management; Federal Affairs:
(1) Are artworks such as paintings, sculptures and ceramics installed in dhe

Minister's office?
(2) Are these artworks the property of the Minister's department, the Ant

Gallery of Western Australia, or some other organisation?
(3) If the works are supplied by some other organisation -

(a) which organisation;
(b) on what terms and cost are they provided?

(4) If artworks were purchased for the Minister's office in 1993, what was the
cost?

(5) Are the artworks by Western Australians?
Mr COURT replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 'Me majoity of artworks on display in my office were purchased by

former administrations. Since February 1993, four items by Western
Australian artists have been loaned to the ministry by the Art Gallery of
Western Australia.

(3)-(4) Not applicable.
(5) See (2).

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - ARTWORKS
1823. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for Primary Industry; Fisheries:

(1) Are artworks such as paintings, sculptures and ceramics installed in the
Minister's office?

(2) Are these artworks the property of the Minister's department, the Ant
Gallery of Western Australia, or some other organisation?

(3) If the works are supplied by some other organisation -

(a) which organisation;
(b) on what terms and cost are they provided?

(4) If artworks were purchased for the Minister's office in 1993, what was the
cost?

(5) Are the artworks by Western Austrlians?

Mr HOUSE replied:
(1)-(5) In die interests of accountability, I have always been prepared to answer

questions referred to me. However, I cannot see that any public interest
would be served in this instance and as such, I am not prepared to divert
resources to investigate this matter.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - ARTWORKCS
1826. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education;

Employment and Training; Sport and Recreation:
(1) Ame artworks such as paintings, sculptures and ceramics installed in the

Minister's office?
(2) Are these artworks the property of the Minister's department, die Ant

Gallery of Western Australia, or some other organisation?
(3) if the works are supplied by some other organisation -
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(a) which organisation;
(b) on what terms and cost are they provided?

(4) If artworks were purchased for the Minister's office in 1993, what was the
cast?

(5) Are the artworks by Western Australians?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education; Employment and Training; Sport and
Recitation has provided the following reply -
(1) Yes.
(2) Education Department.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) $1 980.
(5) Yes.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - ARTWORKS
1830. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health; the Arts;

Fair Trading:
(1) Are artworks. such as paintings, sculptures and ceramics, installed in the

Minister's office?
(2) Are these artworks the property of the Minister's department, the Art

Gallery of Western Australia, or some other organisation?
(3) If the works are supplied by some other organisation -

(a) which organisation;
(b) on what terms and cost are they provided?

(4) If artworks wert purchased for dhe Minister's office in 1993, what was die
cost?

(5) Are the artworks by Western Australians?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health; the Arts; Fair Trading has provided the following
reply -

(1) Yes.
(2) Some are the property of the Health Department of WA and some

Curtin University.
(3) (a) Curtin University

(b) Hire fee $1 500 per year. This continues the arrangement
made with the former Minister for the Arts. The fee
includes all casts and expenses associated with
transportation, placement and rotation of works as well as
costs for framing, maintenance and insurance.

(4) Not applicable.
(5) Yes.

MINISTERIAL OFFICES - ARTWORKS
1832. Mrs HALLAHAN to the Minister for Community Development; the Family;

Seniors:
(1) Ame artworks such as paintings, sculptures and ceramics installed in the

Minister's office?
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(2) Are these artwarks the property of the Minister's department, the Art
Gallery of Western Australia, or some other organisation?

(3) If the works are supplied by some other organisation -

(a) which organisation;
(b) on what terms and cost are they provided?

(4) If artworks were purchased for the Minister's office in 1993, what was the
cost?

(5) Are the artworks by Western Australians?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) No - unless the question refers to some wall prints installed by DIGA in

preparing the office for occupation.
(2)-(5) Not applicable.

CRIME - BREAK-INS AND BURGLARIES
1840. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Police:

(1) How many house break-ins and burglaries have been reported in dhe past
twelve months in -

(a) City Beach;
(b) Floreat;
(c) Churchlands;
(d) Woodlands;
(e) Wembley Downs;
(f) Scarborough;
(g) Wembley;
(h) Doubleview?

(2) How many of these crimes have been solved in each of these suburbs?
Mr WIESE replied:
(1) (a) City Beach 89

(b) Floicat 59
(c) Churchlands 37
(d) Woodlands 51
(e) Wembley Downs 50
(f) Scarborough 382
(g) Wembley 228
(hi) Doubleview 169

(2) (a) City Beach 2
(b) Floreat 8
(c) Churchlands 4
(d) Woodlands 0
(e) Wembley Downs 4
(f) Scarborough 41
(g) Wembley 17
(h) Doubleview 14
Note: Figures supplied art for the 12 month period 1 December 1992 to
30 November 1993 for burglary offences on houses.

CREDIT ACT - COMPANIES, RELIEF APPLICATIONS
1841. Dr CONSTABLE to the Attorney General:

How many companies which are credit providers, have made an
application for relief under the Credit Act 1984?
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Mrs EDWARDES replied:
For the 1992-93 financial year seven applications were received by the
commercial tribunal under sections 85. 86 and 86A of the Credit Act.
Information about whether these applications were lodged by companies
or individuals is not readily available.

CREDIT ACT - BREACHES, PENALTIES
1843.Dr CONSTABLE to the Attorney General representing the Minister for Fair

Trading:
(1) With reference to question on notice 589 of 1993, what is the amount of

loss of interest to each credit provider under the automatic penalties?
(2) How many applications in respect of the automatic penalty of the loss of

terms charges (interest) have been made to the Commercial Tribunal?
(3) How many complaints related to this matter have been made to the

Ministry of Fair Trading?
(4) How many companies, and which ones, have been subject to other

penalties other than loss of interest?
Mrs EDWARDES replied:

The Minister for Fair Trading has provided the following reply -

(1) Each credit provider will lose by way of automatic penalty all
interest on every contract containing the breach which gives rise to
the penalty.

(2) For the 1992-93 financial year seven applications were received by
the commercial tribunal under sections 85, 86 and 86A of the
Credit Act.

C3) The Ministry of Fair Trading receives several hundred complaints
each year relating to a range of Credit Act issues. It is not possible
without detailed examination of each individual complaint file to
determine which of those related to automatic civil penalties.

(4) The records maintained by the Ministry of Fair Trading show that
I1I companies have been subject to penalties other than loss of
interest charges under the Credit Act. Details of the names of
those companies are published in the annual reports of the Ministry
of Consumer Affairs from 1985 to 1993.

POLICE - COMMISSIONER AND DEPUTY COMMISSIONER. PREMIER'S
FULL CONFIDENCE IN

1845. Mr CATANIA to the Premier:
(1) Does the Premier have full confidence in the Commissioner of Police,

Mr Brian Bull?
(2) Does the Premier have full confidence in the Acting Deputy

Commissioner of Police, Mr Les Ayton?
Mr COURT replied:
(1)-(2) 1 have the complete confidence in the Western Australia Police Forte

including the Commissioner and Acting Deputy Commissioner.
HOSPITALS - SUNSET

Head Injured Patients' Attendance
1848. Mr TAYLOR to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) At 30 June 1992 how many patients attended the day centre for the head
injured at Sunset?
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(2) How many patients are currently attending the facility?
(3) if there has been a decline of patient numbers over this period of time -

(a) what is the reason for the decline;
(b) to whom or where have the patients been referred?

(4) What is the future of this unit at Sunset?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply-
(1) As at 30 June 1992, 53 patients registered to attend. The avenage

daily attendance was 10.
Note: The day centre is for all disabilities, not specifically a "day
centre" for the head injured.

(2) 16 as at 8 December 1993.
(3) (a) Existing facilities substandard

Expansion and availability of alternative cost effective
services.

Note: Patient numbers have been steadily declining over recent
years.
(b) 15 discharged to nursing homes

4 discharged to hostels
18 discharged to day centres
3 discharged to Selby Day Hospital
6 not recorded
5 non attenders and discharged
2 deceased.
HACC funding has been provided for the development of
day centre facilities as follows -

The Aged Persons Support Services will be opening
a day centre in January 1994 in Cottesloe.
Nedlands Elderly Persons Support Service will be
opening a day centre. in March 1994.

(4) The facilities will be closed when all patients have been effectively
accommodated.

"DESERT DREAMING" - FAUNA TRANSLOCATION PROGRAM
1850. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for the Environment:

(1) Has there ever been a fauna translocation programn called "Desert
Dreaming" involving rare and endangered species?

(2) Ifyes -
(a) when did it take place;
(b) what species of animals were involved;
(c) what were the numbers;
(d) to and from which locations were these species tanslocatect
(e) how were follow-up studies conducted to obtain information on the

survival of these rare and endangered species;
(f) following from the above, was the program a success?

Mr MINSON replied:
(1) Yes.
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(2) (a) September 1992.
(b) The Boodie (Bettongia lesueur) and the Golden Bandicoot

(Isoodon auratus).
(c) 40 individuals of each species.
(d) The animals were taken from Barrow Island and flown to the

Gibson Desert.
(e) The sire of release was monitored for six weeks during September-

October 1992. The site was visited again on two occasions during
1993. Live trapping, spot lighting and recording signs of activity
were carried out.

(f) None of the translocated animals were re-trapped or re-sighted
after September 1992. Therefore the translocation program failed.
However, the experiment has played an essential part in dhe
development of technology that should enable successful
reintroduction of endangered species to the arid zone.

The study did, however, establish that the translocated animals initially
bred successfully, indicating that the habitat was suitable and still able to
support reintroduced fauna if predators are controlled; and that feral cats
are a major threat to a successful faunal reintroduction in arid Australia.
Although the fox contro was successfully achieved, feral cat numbers
increased following fox control. This is the first time that clear
experimental evidence has been produced indicating that feral cats are a
major factor in the disappearance of desert mammals. The translocation
program was stopped and research on effective cat control has
commenced. No successful method of feral cat control is available at
present. Effective control of feral cats is required before, CALM would
consider any further translocations. The study has been written up and
reported at the recent symposium on reintroduction biology at Healesville
in April 1993.

HOSPITALS - MT HENRY
Transfer of Patients

1851. Mr BROWN to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) With reference to the November 1993 News Bulletin issued by Mt Henry

Hospital will patients have the option of remaining at the hospital if they
are assessed by the admission team as being suitable for transfer?

(2) With patients selected for transfer, what period of notice will be given to
each patient and their immediate family?

(3) Will patients selected for transfer be allowed to remain at the hospital until
reasonably convenient alternative accommodation becomes available?

(4) Will patients be pressured into transferring to Amnaroo Nursing Home or
alternative facilities if the location of such facilities is likely to impact on
the frequency and cost of family visits?

(5) Is the Minister prepared to guarantee no patient will be transferred against
the will of the patient or his or her family?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) All patients assessed as suitable for transfer are expected to be
located at a facility of their choice and will not have the option of
remaining at Mt Henry Hospital.

(2) As soon as patients are identified as suitable for transfer, each

10369



individual and their immediate family will be notified and every
assistance given to arrange transfer.

(3) Yes.
(4) Patients and their families are encouraged to choose from a range

of alternative facilities which are convenient to diem from the
point of family visits and will not be pressured into transferring to
particular nursing homes.

(5) Every effort will be made co accommodate the wishes of the
patient and their family once they are identified as suitable for
transfer by the admission team, however no guarantee can be given
that they can remain at Mt Henry Hospital.

SCHOOLS - BALER PRIMARY
Denial Services Removal Plans

1852. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Are there plans to remove the dental services from Baler Primary School

in South Hedland?
(2) If so -

(a) for what reason is the service being removed;
(b) how will dental services be provided to the school in future;
(c) is it to be Government policy for schools with an enrolment in

excess of 550 not to have dental services?
(3) If not, for what purpose were contractors acting on behalf of the Health

Department at Baler School on 5 November 1993?
Mir MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) There are plans to move the mobile clinic but not within the next
12 months.

(2) (a) The mobile clinic could be expected to service up to 3 000
children but currently only supports the 770 children at the
Baler Primary School and the South H-edland Dental
Therapy Clinic is only about one kilometre away from the
Baler School.

(b) If the mobile clinic is removed in 1995 or thereafter, the
children at Baler would receive care at the South Hedland
Dental Therapy Clinic.

(c) There is no policy on numbers of children who receive "on-
site" dental care. This depends on the best use of available
resources and the distance the children would have to be
taken to receive care. Approximately 70 per cent of
children across the State do not receive care at the school
they attend.

(3) The Baler mobile clinic was receiving a routine maintenance visit
and the contractors were assessing the cost of bringing the mobile
clinic up to the necessary standard to have it moved, should this be
considered necessary.

SCHOOL BUSES - MARANDOO TO TOM PRICE PRIMARY SCHOOL
1853. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) Will a bus service be provided to transport the children from Marandoo to
Tom Price Primary School?
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(2) If not, why not?
(3) If so, when will such a service commence?
(4) Is it the policy of the Government to provide such services?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for 'Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Mini bus services have been arranged to provide transport
assistance to the students at Mararidoo who attend the Tom Price
Primary School.

(2) Not applicable.
(3) A mini bus service commenced on 2 December 1993. Parents

were originally offered a conveyance allowance following a
request of 28 October.

(4) The department's policy provides student transpor assistance in
rural and isolated areas by either conveyance allowances, a mini
bus or a contracted bus service, depending upon student numbers
and the expected life of the service. Original advice from the
mining construction company was that the parents wanted a
transport subsidy and that the families would not be on sire after
February 1994. Subsequent information has indicated that the
conveyance allowance did not suit all parents and there was a need
for other transport. This was provided after negotiations at the
local level.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - PILBARA REGION
HEALTH PLAN, IMPLEMENTATION

1854. MW GRAHAM to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) At what stage of implementation is the Pilbara region health plan?
(2) Is the Government committed to the full implementation of the plan?
(3) If not, why not?
(4) Does the Government plan to retain the Pilbara as a discrete region within

the Health Department?
(5) If not, why not?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) The Pilbara health strategic plan has been implemented. The
1993-94 revision of the plan has been circulated which enhances
performance indicators and realigns programs with current Health
Department of WA progras.

(2) Yes. The plan is in line with the Health Department of WA
strategic plan and is supported by the Government.

(3) Not applicable.

(4)-(5)
The health service management reforms I announced in November
1993 will necessitate an examination of the regional management
structures as their role in health service delivery changes wider the
purchaser/provider/funder model. The member will be aware that
a trial is presently being undertaken in the Midwest and Gascoyne
and Central Wheatbelt health regions. It is likely that as a result of
these reforms similar feasibility trials will be undertaken in other
regions.

10371



1372[ASSEMBLY)

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY - RENTS, INCREASES
1855. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Has the Government Employees Housing Authority increased rents this
year?

(2) If so -
(a) what was the amount of the increase in percentage terms;
(b) what was the justification for the increase;
(c) was the CElIA board consulted on the increases?

(3) If not, are increases in rents anticipated for the coming year?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Rents for Government Employees Housing Authority accommodation

increased from the first full pay period for Government employees on or
after 1 October 1993.

(2) (a) Rents increased by 3.5 per cent rounded to the next whole dollar.
(b) GEHA cost increases necessitated the increase in rents.
(c) As has occurred with CEliA rent increases since 1987. there was

no consultation with the GEHA board prior to the increase.
(3) Not applicable.

HEDLAND COLLEGE COUNCIL - VACANCY
1856. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) Does a vacancy exist on the Hedland College Council?
(2) If so, when does the Minister propose to fill the vacancy?
(3) By what process will the Minister determine who will fill the vacancy?
(4) Has the College Council made any recommendations to the Minister

regarding the vacancy?
(5) If so what was that recommendation?
Mr TUBBY replied:

T7he Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Mrs Ella Lowe resigned from council after the last meeting of
council which was held on 29 October 1993. Mrs Lowe held a
position under section 1 3(l)(b) of the Colleges Act. Under this
section the position is filled by the Minister on the
recommendation of council. As council does not meet until
Friday, 10 December 1993 it has not yet been in a position to make
a recommendation to the Minister.

(2) The Minister will fill the vacancy when the college council makes
a recommendation to the Minister.

(3) T'he process is as described in (1) under section 13(l)(b) of the
Colleges Act.

(4) The council has not met since the vacancy occurred. The matter is
on die agenda for the next meeting of council to be held on Friday,
10 December 1993.

(5) Not applicable at the stage.
SCHOOLS - LESS THAN 100 STUDENTS, ENROLMENTS

1857. Mr KOBELKE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) (a) Which schools in Western Australia have less than 100 students;
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(b) what is the official student enrolment for each such school as at the
latest date for the collection of such statistics?

(2) What was the official student enrolment for the same period for each of
these schools in -
(a) 199 1:
(b) 1992?

The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 928.]

WORKERS' COMPENSATION LEGISLATION - TELEVISION
ADVERTISEMENTS

1858. Mr KOBELJKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:
(1) As in answering question without notice 407 of 1993, the Minister

indicated that 92 television advertisements on the worker's compensation
legislation would cost $70 000, which company or companies were
involved in the development and production of those advertisements?

(2) What was the cost of each aspect of the work?
(3) What was the placement schedule for these advertisements?
(4) What was the cost of each placement?
Mr KIERATh replied:
(1) 1 assume the member for Nollamara is referring to the television

advertisements on the workers' compensation amendments. If so,
Marketforce Australia Limited was involved in the development and
production of the advertisements.

(2) Production casts $16 125.00
Media advertising placement costs $70 470.75

(3) The advertisements were placed between 4 November and 24 November
1993 inclusive, and they appear-ed on NEW 10. STW9. TVW7 and OWN
Regional Television.

(4) The cost of each placement ranged from $124 to $2 175 on metropolitan
television and $56 to $679 on regional television dependent upon the
position of each advertisement.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS LEGISLATION - PROMOTIONS CAMPAIGN,
$500 000

1859. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister for Labour Relations:
(1) Which individuals or organisations have been or are undertaking work

under the $500 000 allocation in the budget for an awareness raising
campaign on the industrial relations legislation?

(2) What is the actual or anticipated cost and a description of the work to be
undertaken by each of the above?

The answer was tabled.
[See paper No 929.)

WESTERN AUSTRALIAN LAND AUTHORITY - MEMBERSHIP
186 1. Mr KOBELKE to the Minister representing the Minister for Lands:

(1) Who were the members of the board of the Western Australian Land
Authority as at I March 1993?

(2) What level of remuneration was applicable to each member as at 1 March
1993?
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Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) Mr David Hatt (Chairman)

Mr Arnold Damecrs
Ms Kenry Sanderson
Ms Carolyn Oziurk
Dr Ernest Manca
Mr Stuart Morgan
Mr Allan Skinner

(2) $7 500 for the Chairmnan. However, Mr Hatt did not collect the
remuneration in accordance with the practice for public servants sitting on
the board of a Government agency.
$3 750 for all other members. However, Ms Sanderson and vlr Skinner
did not collect any remuneration in accordance with the aforementioned
practice.

MARR MOODITJ FOUNDATION INC - FUNDING
1862. Mr TAYLOR to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:

(1) Will funding for Manr Mooditj Foundation Inc (Aboriginal Health Worker
College) program to teach first aid cease in January 1994?

(2) If yes, will the Minister consider the provision of funding to allow this
valuable program to continue?

(3) If no to (1), will the Minister have the department examine the problem
with a view to the provisions of the additional funds?

Mr MINSON replied:
The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

(1) Mart Moodicj advised me on 20 November 1993 that the
Commonwealth Government will be ceasing funding for the first
aid program as from I January 1994.

(2) Following my earlier visit to the Goldfields the Health Department
has had discussions with Aboriginal communities and Marr
Mooditj with a view to establishing first aid and family based
health skills courses. I understand Manr Mooditj will be
participating on a commercial basis in the delivery of this program.
I expect that more than 150 Aboriginal people will benefit from
this program in 1993-94.

(3) Not applicable.
POLICE - COMMISSIONED OFFICERS, EMPLOYMENT

1863. Mr RJEBELING to the Minister for Police:
(I) How many commissioned officers are now employed in the Police Force?
(2) How many commissioned officers are now employed in -

(a) Criminal Investigations Branch;
(b) general duties;,
(c) traffic branch;
(d) other?

(3) Has the Minister been advised by the Police Union that there are 50
commissioned officers more than are required?

(4) How many positions of -
(a) Inspector.
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(b) Senior Inspector
(c) Superintendent;
(d) Senior Superintendent;
(e) Commissioner;
(f) Deputy Commissioner,
are there in the Western Australia Police Force?

(5) What is the iotal cost of employing each of the following including supply
of motor vehicle, telephone and any other benefits -

(a) Inspector;
(b) Senior Inspector
(c) Superintendent;
(d) Senior Superintendent;
(e) Commissioner,
(t) Deputy Commissioner?

(6) What is the ratio of constables to sergeants to inspector to superintendent
at this present time in each of -
(a) Criminal Investigations Branch;
(b) general duties;
(c) traffic branch;
(d) other?

(7) What was the ratio 10 years ago?
Mr WIESE replied:

(3) 1 am not in receipt of advice in writing from the Police Union in
relation to this issue.

The Commissioner of Police has advised that as at 9 March 1994 -
(1) 211
(2) (a) 31 Crime portfolio

(b) 103 General duties
(c) 18 Traffic
(d) 59 Other

(4) (a) .120 Inspector
(b) 31 Chief Inspector -previously Senior Inspector

- (c) 71 Superintendent
(d) 18 Chief Suiperintendent - previously Senior

Superintendent
(e) I Commissioner
(f) 1 Deputy Commissioner

(5) Salary information - Annual Salary TOta $
(a) Inspector $58 347 6 709 905
(b) Chief Inspector 61 350 2 208 600
(c) Superintendent 65 988 4619 160
(d) Chief Superintendent 72851 1311 318
(e) Commissioner 111 923 111 923
(f) Deputy Commissioner 93 322 93 322
The annual salary includes a uniform allowance of $1 300 per
annum, but does not include lodging alowance or other
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allowances relating to an officer's individual position, specialised
skills or location.
Motor vehicles: The Commissioner, Deputy and Assistant
Commissioners are allocated a vehicle under the terms of their
contract of employment. Ranks other than Commissioner, Deputy
and Assistant Commissioners are only allocated a vehicle as a
requirement of the duties they perform. Private use of these
vehicles is prohibited, unless the officer contributes to the
executive vehicle scheme.
Telephones: A private telephone subsidy of approximately $250
per annum is paid only to officers whose position requires them to
be contacrable outside of their normal hours of duty. These
officers are reimbursed for work related calls only.
Other information: GElRA accommodation, air conditioning
subsidy and annual leave travel concessions are paid to officers
stationed in remote areas. Medical benefits are paid for all police
officers irrespective of rank. Fringe benefits tax is payable on all
these benefits if and when received. Records of all the above
benefits are not maintained at a rank level, and therefore
information sought cannot be provided.

(6) (a) 627 272 25 8 Crime portfolio
(b) 1 885 506 76 25 General duties
(c) 394 91 13 5 Traff ic
(d) 145 78 21 10 Other

(7) The Commissioner of Police advises that Police Department
records of ratios within specific areas of the force in 1984 are not
available. Industrial agreement No 49 of 1976 dated 4 June 1981
outlines the overall ratio of constables to sergeants to inspectors to
superintendents.

HEALTH DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - NORTHERN AREAS,
INTERNAL RESTRUCTURE

1864. Mr BRIDGE to the Minister representing the Minister for Health:
(1) Is the Health Department undergoing an internal restructure in northern

areas?
(2) Are the Pilbara and the Kimberley to be amalgamated to make one health

region for the north?
(3 If yes, where will the regional headquarters be located?
(4) How much will it cost to establish a new regional headquarters?
(5) At what public service level will the regional head be paid?
Mr MINSON replied:

The Minister for Health has provided the following reply -

The health service management reforms I announced in November
1993 will necessitate an examination of the regional management
structures as their role in health service delivery changes under the
purchaser/provider/funder model. The member will be aware that
a trial is presently being undertaken in the Midwest and Gascoyne
and Central Wheatbelt Health Regions. It is likely that as a result
of these reforms similar feasibility trials will be undertaken in
other regions.

(3)-(5) Not applicable.
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CHILD CARE - EXPANDED NATIONAL STRATEGY, ADDITIONAL PLACES
1865. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) What are the targets for additional child cam places in each category for
each financial year under the expanded national child care strtegy
agreement between the State and Commonwealth Governments?

(2) How many additional child care places in each category has the State
Government provided under this agreement in 1992-93?

(3) How many additional child care places in each category will the State
Government provide under this agreement in 1993-94?

(4) Have all the additional child care places agreed to under the previous
national child care strategy been provided?

(5) If not, how many child care places in each category are still to be
provided?

(6) Under the agreement by when were these child care places to have been
provided?

(7) By what date will these child care places now be provided?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Targets for approval of high need areas and commencement of

implementation of places are as follows -

Lang Day Care Year Round Care Family Day Care
1993-94 360 1 380 440
1994-95 200 660 240
1995-96 380 810 260
Total 940 2850 940

(2)-(3)
The agreement does not provide for any places to be solely provided by
the State Government.

(4) No.
(5) 47 long day care places and 20 occasional care places.
(6) Commencement of planning and implementation was to be undertaken

during 1992.
(7) Implementation is proceeding.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - YOUNG SINGLE
WOMEN'S REFUGE. REPLACEMENT FACILITY FUNDING

1866. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Has a replacement facility been funded to replace the young single

women's refuge closed by the Department for Community Development
in 1992?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) No.
(2) A replacement facility has not been funded as the department is awaiting

the recommendations of the supported accommodation assistance program
review currently being undertaken. The review is due to be completed by
the end of December 1993.
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INTERNATIONAL YEAR OF THE FAMILY - PROMOTION, STATE-
COMMONWEALTH COOPERATION

1867. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for the Family:
(1) Is the State Government cooperating with the Commonwealth

Government to promote the International Year of the Family?
(2) If not, why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Not applicable.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - MELISSA, HOUSE
FIRE DEATH, CASE REVIEW BOARD'S REPORT RECOMMENDATIONS

1868. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) With reference to the Minister's media statement on 12 August 1993

regarding the Case Review Board's report into the death of a ward of the
State in a house fire, has the Minister now made decisions on the 21
recommendations of the report?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If yes -

(a) which recommendations has the Minister endorsed;
(b) which has the Minister not endorsed?

(4) If the Minister has not endorsed particular recommendations for each such
recommendation why not?

(5) What action has been taken to implement the recommendations which the
Minister has endorsed?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) An implementation committee of the Department for Community

Development has examined the report and recommendations and proposed
sedaons which will be the subject of a report which I will present to
Parliament when considered.

(2) Report still under consideration.
(3) Not applicable.
(4) Still under consideration.
(5) See (1).

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR.- NYUNGAH
ABORIGINAL SHELTER CORPORATION, REPLACEMENT GROUP

1869. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) With reference to the Minister's media statement of 8 November 1993 has

a new Aboriginal group been found to take over the program previously
operated by the Nyungah Aboriginal Shelter Corporation?

(2) If not, how is the Minister's department maintaining its commitment to
provide crisis accommodation for homeless Aboriginal people in the inner
city area?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) The department is currently negotiating with an Aboriginal organisation to

take over the service previously operated by Nyungah Shelter.
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(2) The department's commitment to providing crisis accommodation for
homeless Aboriginal people in the inner city is being maintained through
the placement of homeless Aboriginal people in other appropriate SAAP
services and accommodation provided by Aboriginal Hostels Ltd.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - FAMILY CRISIS
PROGRAM, TOTAL DIRECT ASISTANCE

Emergency Financial Assistance Scheme, Total Direct Assistance
1870. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) What was the total of direct assistance under the family crisis program for
each of the following months -

(a) September 1993;
(b) October 1993;
(c) November 1993?

(2) What was the total of direct assistance under the emergency financial
assistance scheme for each of the following months -

(a) September 1992;
(b) October 1992;
(c) November 1992?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) (a) $192 120

(b) $167 192
(c) $197442

(2) (a) $464 237
(b) $440312
(c) $474 135.

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, DEPARTMENT FOR - NARDINE WOMEN'S
REFUGE, FUNDING

187 1. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Will the Nardine Women's Refuge continue to receive funding through

the Department for Community Development?
(2) If not, why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Yes, however continued funding of all agencies is subject to an annual

review of outcomes.
(2) Not applicable.

CHILD WELFARE LEGISLATION - LAWS FOR PEOPLE
RECOMMENDATIONS, GOVERNMENT ACCEPTANCE

1872. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) Does the State Government accept the recommendations of the Laws for

People report for new child welfare legislation?
(2) As the Attorney General has foreshadowed separate new young offender

legislation how does the State Government propose to deal with the
remainder of the Child Welfare Act 1947?

(3) If the State Government does not accept any or all of the Laws for People
recommendations will alternative proposals be released for public
discussion?
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(4) Ifsa when?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) The recommendations in Laws for People are under consideration.
(2) When consideration of legislative proposals is completed, the Child

Welfare Act will be amended or replaced as necessary.
(3)-(4) The matter of public consultation will be taken into account when

consideration of legislative proposals is completed.
SURROGACY (PREGNANCY) - NEW LEGISLATION

1873. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) With reference to surrogate pregnancy arrangements does the State

Government propose to legislate to -
(a) regulate surrogacy; or
(b) ban surnogacy?

(2) When will legislation regarding surrogacy be presented to the Parliament?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) A public discussion paper is currently being prepared. The Government

will make a decision on its policy position after public comment on that
paper.

(2) This will be subject to the above.
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT. DEPARTMENT FOR - NON-GOVERNMENT

AGENCIES, FUNDING ALLOCATIONS
1874. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) What funds were allocated to each of the following non-Government
agencies in 1992-93 -

(a) Western Australian Council of Social Service (WACOSS);
(b,) Youth Accommodation Coalition of Western Australia;
(c) Family Support Association of Western Australia;
(d) Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia;
(e) Women's Refuge Group;
(f) Council for the Homeless?

(2) What funds will be allocated to each of these agencies in 1993-94?
(3) For each of these agencies have new funding agreements been negotiated

to cover the funding to be provided in 1993-94?
(4) In each ease if not, why not?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) Funds provided to the following non-government agencies in 1992-93

Werte-

(a) Western Australian Council of Social Service 243 735
(b) Youth Accommodation Coalition of Western Australia 23 231
(c) Family Support Association of Western Australia 7792
(d) Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia

(funded through Office of the Family) 110 000
(e) Women's Refuge Group

($20 000 Office of the Family, $23 231 DCD) 43231
(f) Council for the Homeless 23 231
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(2) Funds allocated to these non-government agencies for 1993-94 are -

(a) Western Australian Council of Social Service 245 560
(b) Youth Accommodation Coalition of Western Australia 23 379
(c) Family Support Association of Western Australia 23 379
(d) Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia

This group is funded on a calendar year basis and
has received funding to 30.12.93. I am currently
considering funding for the 1994 calendar year.

(e) Women's Refuge Group 53 379
(f) Council for the Homeless 23 379

(3) New funding agreements have been signed for -
Family Support Association of Western Australia
Women's Refuge Group
Council for the Homeless

(4) Funding agreements are currently being negotiated with WACOSS and
Youth Accommodation Coalition of Western Australia. The funding
agreement for Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia expires on 30
December 1993.

POLICE - RANDOM BREATH TESTS, STOPPAGE INSTRUCTIONS
1875. Mr RIEBELING to the Minister for Police:

Have any instructions been issued to stop random breath testing on any
roads in the State?

Mr WIESE replied:
No.

WELFARE SERVICES - STUDY RESEARCH TEAM, MEMBERSHIP
1876. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:

(1) Who are the members of the study research team investigating die services
provided by both Government and non-Government welfare agencies?

(2) (a) Who are the members of the reference group for the study;
(b) which organisations do they represent?

(3) Will the report of the study research team be made public?
(4) If not, why not?
(5) If so, when?
Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) The project manager is Mr Paul Birchall and the research staff are Ms

Julie Rosenberg-Russell and Mr Garth Cruden, who is an outposted officer
of the Australian Bureau of Statistics; Ms Charlotte Stockwell provides
assistance from the Western Australian Council of Social Service. Ms
Rena O'Sullivan is also providing research assistance for a two week
period until 17 December 1993.

(2) (a)-(b)
Mr Robert Fisher A/Director General, Department for Community

Development
Mr Paul Birchall Project Manager Community Services Industry

Study
Ms Ann Nowlen Treasury Department
Mr Peter Kelly Australian Bureau of Statistics
Ms Bindi Other Gee Western Australian Council of Social Service
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Mr Dean Collard

Ms Pat Beaurtcaux
Dr Anna Alderson
Mr Naut Rajan
Rev Gerry Costigan
Major Rt. Cassidy
Ms Sallie Davies
Ms Denise Kelly
Mr Ramdas Sanikaran

Mr Ian Laing
Mr Eugene Lopez
Ms Gil Palmer
Ms Hazel Hutorac
Ms Eversicy Ruth
Mr Tony Pietropiccolo
Ms Sue Barnes
Ms Irene Stainton
Ms Nadine Wilton
Ms Daphne Smith
Ms Sue Ash
Mr Jeff Clapton

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
Commission
Family Support Association
Meerilinga Young Children's Foundation
Youth Affairs Council of Western Australia
Anglicane
Salvation Army
Volunteer Centre of Western Australia
Western Institute of Self Help
Ethnic Communities Council of Western
Australia
Council to Homeless Persons
Youth Accommodation Coalition
Western Australian Municipal Association
Citizens Advice Bureau
Uniting in Care
Cennrcare
Children's Services Support Unit
Yorganup Child Care Aboriginal Corporation
Women's Refuge Group
Women's Refuge Group
Consultative Committee on Out of Home Care
Wanslea

(3) Yes.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) The deadline for the completion of the report is 30 June 1994; however, it

is likely that the final version of the report will be available early in April
1994 unless unanticipated delays are encountered.

FAMILIES - TASK FORCE
Membership; Interim Report

1877. Mr RIPPER to the Minister for Community Development:
(1) (a) Who are the current members of the task force on families chaired

by Liberal MLC Muriel Patterson and announced by the Minister
in July 1993;

(b) did the Minister say in July that an interim report from the task
force would be available by November 1993;

(c) has the Minister received this interim report;
(d) if yes, when will the report be made public;
(e) if not, when does the Minister expect to receive and release the

report?
(2) (a) Is the membership of the task force on families to be expanded as

announced in July 1993;
(b) if so, how many additional members will be appointed-
(c) when will the new appointments be announced?

Mr NICHOLLS replied:
(1) (a) Appointments are yet to be finalised.

(b) Yes.
(c) No.
(d) Not applicable.
(e) Once finalised and all reports have been included.
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(2) (a) Yes.
(b) See (1)(a).
(c) Once the interim report is released.

PUNDULMURRA COLLEGE - CLEANERS
Work Changes; Employment Terminations

1880. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) Have the employment conditions or work arrangements of t cleaning

staff at Pundulmurra College been changed since the college achieved
independent slamus?

(2) If so -
(a) what are the changes that have been made;
(b) for what purpose were the changes made:
(c) how were the changes advised to the people concerned?

(3) Have any cleaners had their employment terminated since the college
achieved independent status?

(4) If so -
(a) how many people have been terminated;
(b) for what purpose?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) The system of cleaning the college has been changed.
(2) (a) Cleaning is now performed by private cleaning contractors.

(b) To improve productivity, reduce costs and enable die
college to concentrate on its core business of providing
education.

(c) The college council made its decision on Friday, 12
November 1993. A memorandum advising of the changes
was posted late that day. On Monday, 15 November dhe
relevant staff were advised by the college director at 8.20
am.

(3) None. As all four staff were employed by the then Ministry of
Education and were seconded to the college, they were transferred
back to the ministry.

(4) Not applicable.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT GRANTS COMMISSION - BUDGET

1883. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Local Government:
(1) What is the annual operating budget of the Western Austraian Local

Government Grants Commission?
(2) What is the source of the budget allocation?
(3) Does the Federal Government contribute zo the operating budget of the

commission?
(4) If so, in what way does the Federal Government contribute?
(5) What is the source of the funds distributed by the commission?
Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) Budget for 1993-94 - $307 000.
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(2) State Treasury via Department of Local Government.
(3) No.
(4) Not applicable.
(5) Commonwealth Government under the Local Government (Financial

Assistance) Act 1986.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY -ELECTORATE

OFFICERS IN COUNTRY-REMOTE ELECrORATES, ACCESS TO HOUSING
1884. Mr GRAHAM to die Minister for Housing:

(1) Are electorate officers in country/remote electorates entitled to access the
Government Employees Housing Authority housing?

(2) If not, why not?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) No.
(2) The Government Employees Housing Act provides for the Government

Employees Housing Authority to provide accommodation to departments
proclaimed for the purposes of the Act. The employing authority of
electorate officers - that is, the Presiding Officer of each House of
Parliament - has not been declared a department for the purposes of the
Act and I do not believe would be eligible to apply.

HAMERSLEY IRON PTfY LTD - MARANDOO PROJECT
Mining, Original Proposals, Submission Date

1891. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
On what date did Hamerslcy Iron Pry Ltd submit its original proposals for
the Marandoo project?

Mr PRINCE replied:
Several section 18 notices under the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 were
lodged regaling the Marandoo project area.
(1) Harnersley Iron Pty Ltd and AM & S Mining Limited submitted a

notice on 22 November 1991 for part of TR 5623H, the powerline
corridor, the western corridor and the eastern corridor.

(2) The Minister for Mines submitted notices dated 22 November
1992, 12 December 1991 and 16 December 1991 for the western
corridor and the eastern corridor.

LAND - ROSEHILL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT, GAZETTED FOR SCHOOL
PURPOSES

1896. Mr HILL to the Minister for Planning:
Has any land been gazetted for school purposes in the Rosehill Estate
Development or any other proposed urban development in the 1-azelmere
area?

Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) No land has been gazetted for school purposes in the Rosehill

development.
(2) An area of land on the corner of Stirling Crescent and Adelaide Street in

Hazclmere has been gazetted as a high school site in the metropolitan
region scheme.
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RETAIL TRADING HOURS - KELLY REPORT, MINISTER'S SUPPORT
1917. Mr HILL to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:

Does the Minister support the thrust of the Kelly report of 1986 which
supports the deregulation of retail trading hours?

Mr COWAN replied:
The responsibility for the issue of retail trading hours lies with the
Minister for Fair Trading. I have redirected the member's question to Hon
Peter Foss, MLC for a reply.

RETAIL TRADING HOURS - DEREGULATION
Contravening Trade Practices Act, Legal Advice

1918. Mr HILL to the Minister for Commerce and Trade;

(1) Have retailers in Queensland received legal advice to the effect char the
deregulation of retail trading hours may contravene the Trade Practices
Act and accordingly are considering legal action in that State?

(2) Will the Minister seek legal advice in Western Australia on this matter?

(3) If not, why not?

(4) If yes, will the Minister make that advice public?

Mr COWAN replied:

(1)-(4) The responsibility for the issue of retail trading hours lies with the
Minister for Fair Trading. I have redirectred the member's question to Hon
Peter Foss, MLC for a reply.

RETAIL TRADING HOURS - DEREGULATION
Impact on Small Business, Small Business Development Corporation Survey

19 19. Mr HILL to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:
(1) Will the Minister instruct the Small Business Development Corporation to

undertake a survey in country areas on the likely effects of deregulation of
retail trading hours on small business?

(2) I~f no, why not?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1)-(2) Earlier this year, I requested the Small Business Development Corporation

to prepare and submit an independent submission to the Minister for Fair
Trading in response to his review of retail trading hours legislation. That
SBDC submission includes information collected from a survey of small
businesses from regional areas. I intend to release the SBDC submission
shortly.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - NAME CHANGE,
COST

1922. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
What was the total cost of changing the name of the fonrmer Ministry of
Education to the Education Department of Western Australia, including,
but not limited to -
(a) the cost of new stationery;
(b) the cost of the new department logo;
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(c) the cost of any consultants' or advisers' reports (or similar)
associated with the change of name?

Mr TUIBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(a) Not applicable - existing stocks of Ministry of Education stationery
are being exhausted.

(b) Design of a new department logo has not been completed.
(c) Nil.
Other costs associated with the change of name of the former Ministry of
Education to the Education Department of Western Australia are 50
rubber change of name stamps to update existing Ministry of Education
stationery - $520; some further costs, such as possible changed signage to
some properties may be incurred in future. However, no estimates are
available and the department in tends to keep any such expenditure to a
minimum.

TEACHERS - WORKERS' COMPENSATION AND REHABILITATION
AMENDMENT ACT

Coverage Outside Regular School Hours
1923. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Employment

and Training:
(1) Under the provisions of the Workers' Compensation and Rehabilitation

Amendment Act 1993, are teachers covered outside regular school hours?
(2) Specifically, are teachers covered under the following circumstances -

(a) on school camps and excursions requiring their presence overnight
during weekdays or over weekends;

(b) at professional development courses or conferences;
(c) at Parents and Citizens meetings;
(d) at sporting events?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Employment and Training has provided the following
reply -

(1)-(2)
Yes.

WATER AUTHORITY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA - TOILET PEDESTALS
AND URINALS IN COMMERCIAL PREMISES, UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

EMPLOYMENT
1924. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Water Resources:

(1) Can the Minister confirm the report contained in The West Australian on 9
February 1994 stating that 80 university students were employed by the
Water Authority of Western Australia to enable WAWA to ascertain the
number of toilet pedestals and urinals that exist in Perth's non-residential
premises?

(2) If yes, what was the total cost of the enterprise?
Mrt OMODEI replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The survey costs have not been finalised but are estimated at $88 000.
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CONSULTANTS - LOCAL GOVERNMENT, DEPARTMENT OF.
EMPLOYMENT

1926. Dr CONSTABLE to the Minister for Local Government:
(1) How many consultants have been employed by the Department of Local

Government Management since 1 July 1993?
(2) Who are these consultants?
(3) For what purpose have they been engaged?
(4) For what period have they been engaged?
(5) What remuneration is each of them receiving?
Mr OMODEI replied:
(1) Nine.
(2)-(5)

Purpose
Study of legal impediments
to Service Delivery far
Aboriginal communities
Position paper on valuing/
depreciating local.
government infrastucture
Boddington inquiry

D. Leggo Investigation/Shire of
Greenough

D. Novell Investigation/Shire of
Nannup

H. Westcote Research for Grants
Commission

David Price Aboriginal/local government
Presentations workshops
Curtin Study of Aboriginal/local
University government service delivery
0. Martin Boddington inquiry

Period
6.7.93-
29. 12.93

1.7.93 -

16. 12.93

Until con-
clusion of
the inquiry
29.12.93 -
1.3.94
28.6.93 -
4.8.93
1.9.93 -
30.9.93
May-Oct '93

21.6.93 -
16.2.94
Until con-
clusion of
inquiry

Remuneration
$18 219

(Cwealth funded)

$11 514

Approx

$50000

$3 317.84

$4293.34

$2 223

$33 633
(C'wealth funded)

$29 898
(C'wealth funded)

Approx
$38000

TAPE - MATURE AGED WOMEN ENROLMENTS; WITHDRAWALS
1935. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:

(1) How many mature aged women enrolled in Technical and Further
Education courses in each year from 1990 to 1994, inclusive?

(2) How many mature aged women withdrew from TAFE courses in each
year from 1990 to 1993. inclusive?

Mr TUBBY replied:
The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) Year
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994(b)

No of mature aged women studenisca)
28581
26 603
25 890
25 155
12862

Name
Beau Hanbury

KPMG Peat
Marwick

Kyle and Co
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(2) Year No of students who wirhdrew(c)
1990 1 075
1991 952
1992 867
1993 860

Notes:
(a) A mature aged woman is defined to be a female over the age of 34.
(b) As at 16 March 1994.
(c) A student is counted as a withdrawal if she withdrew from all

subjects in the given yeas.
TERTIARY ENTRANCE EXAMINATIONS - EXTRA TIME, STUDENT

APPLICATIONS
Secondary Education Authority's Guidelines

1936. Dr CONSTABLE to the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Education:
(1) What are the secondary education authority's guidelines for granting of

extra time to students sitting Tertiary Entrance Examinations?
(2) How many students applied for extra time for the TEE examinations last

year?
(3) (a) How many students were granted extra time;

(b) for what reasons?
Mr TUBiBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1) See the brochure Assessment of Students with Disabilities.
Sections (1), (2) and (3) on page 2 are relevant.

(2) 64 students applied for extra working time
29 students applied for non-working time.

(3) (a) 40 were approved for extra working time:, 35 were
approved for non-working time. The additional approvals
over applications is due to some who applied for extra
working time being granted non-working time.

(b) Extra working time is granted in cases of severe sight
impairnent and certain cases of writing disabilities. Extra
non-working time, such as five minutes every half hour, is
provided for candidates who are unable to sustain a sitting
position for three hours. Each application is considered on
an individual basis by the Secondary Education Authority's
special examination arrangements committee.

ABORIGINAL ADVISORY COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
1938. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Aboriginal Advisory Council?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Aboriginal Advisory Council?

(4) What are the terms of appointment for each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?

(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
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Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Cwrrndy vacant.
(2) As determined by the Aboriginal Advisory Council membership.
(3) Aboriginal and Tonres Strait Islander Commission chairpersons, ATSIC

commissioners and nominees from five special groups representing
Aboriginal housing, health, education, justice and women's interests.

(4) Term of office on ATSIC Regional Council.
(5) (a) ATSIC representatives are elected under the ATSIC Act.

(b) Interest group members are nominated by their representative
groups.

(6) Standard allowances determined by the Stare Salaries and Allowances
Tribunal and the Minister.

(7) 21 January 1994.
ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS COORDINATING COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN;

MEMBERSHIP
1939. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the cihairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Aboriginal Affairs Coordinating

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment for each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Commissioner for Aboriginal Planning.
(2) No prescribed term.
(3) Chief Executive Officers of participating agencies or their representatives.
(4) No prescribed term.
(5) Chief Executive Officer of the participating agency.
(6) Nil.
(7) Ongoing term.
ABORIGINAL CULTURAL MATERIAL COMMITlTEE - CHAIRMAN;

MEMBERSHIP
1940. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Aboriginal Cultural Material Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Aboriginal Cultural Material

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
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Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Mr Ken Colbung AM. MBE, JP.
(2) Until 30 June 1994.
(3) Ex officio members -

Mr Andrew Reeves, Director of the Western Australian Museum.
Mr Cedric Wyatt, Commissioner for Aboriginal Affairs.
Mr Henry Houghton. Surveyor General, Department of Land
Administration.
Appointed Members Date Appointed
Mr Ken Colbung (Chair) May 1991
Ms Nola Councillor 1972
Ms Shirley McPherson January 1992
Mr Ian Molyneux July 1993
Mr Stanley Nangala July 1993
Mr Bernie Ryder July 1993
Dr Madge Schwede July 1993
Mr Bill Wesley July 1993

(4) Appointed members' terms of appointment are until 30 June 1994.
(5) Appointed members are appointed by the Minister from a panel of names

submitted for t purposes of the Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 - the Act -
by the trustees - section 28(4).

(6) Appointed members who are not Government officers are paid $73 per
half day or $108 per full day, the Chair being entitled to $97 per half day
and $145 per full day in accordance with section 36 of the Act and the
advice of the State Salaries and Allowances Tribunal - payments only
commenced in 1992.

(7) Appointed Members Date Appointed
Mr Ken Colbung (Chair) May 1991
Ms Nola Councillor 1972
Ms Shirley McPherson January 1992
MrIan Molyneux July 1993
Mr Stanley Nangala July 1993
Mr Bernie Ryder July 1993
Dr Madge Schwede July 1993
Mr Bill Wesley July 1993

ENTRY PERMITS (&MING AND PETROLEUM APPLICATIONS) ADVISORY
COMMIT1TEE - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP

1942. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Aboriginal Affairs:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Entry Permits (Mining and Petroleum

Applications) Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the tenm of the appointment of the Chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Entry Permits (Mining and

Petroleum Applications) Advisory Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration is paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?

Mr PRINCE replied:
The committee no longer exists.
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GOLDFIELDS-ESPERANCE DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD -
CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP

1965. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the CGoldfields-Esperance Development Authority

Board?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Goldfields-Esperance

Development Authority Board?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1) Mr LF. Burston.
(2) The formal term of appointment for the chairman expired on 2 December

1993. As Mnother chairman has not yet been appointed Mr Burston retains
his office by virtue of schedule 2.1(2) of the Goldfields Esperance
Development Authority Act 1990 until such time as a new chairman is
appointed.

(3) Stewart, C.
McGay, K.
Baldwin, W.
James, D.
Brown, P.
Sullivan, A.
Biggs, W.
Finlayson, K.

(4)

(5)

Stewart, C.
McGay. K.
Baldwin. W.
James, D.
Brown, P.
Sullivan, A.
Biggs, W.
Finlayson, K.

Burston, I.
Stewart, C.
McGay, K.
Baldwin, W.
James, D.
Brown, P.
Sullivan, A.
Biggs, W.
Finlayson. K.

(6) Burston, I.
Stewart, C
McGay, K.
Baldwin, W.
James, 0.

Current Appointment
3. 12.90
3.12.92
3. 12.90
3.12.90
3.12.90
3.12.92
3.12.92
3.12.92

Expires
2.12.93
2.12.95
2.12.93
2.12.93
2.12.93
2.12.95
2.12.95
2.12.95

Nominated by
Chamber of Mines and Energy
Esperance Pant Authority
Kalgoorlie College
Ian Taylor, MLA
Self
Self
Ravensthorpe Shire
Leonora Shire
Menzies Shire
$7 500 pa + $600 pa expenses
Nil - Public Servant
$3 750 pa + $300 pa expenses
$108 full day $73 half day
$108 full day $73 half day
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10392, P.ASSEMBul y]$3hlaBrowivn, P. $108 full day $73 half day
Suiva, . $108 full day $73 half day
Biggas, . $108 full day $73 half day

Additional to fees - as listed - members receive all travel, accommodation
and meals - or their cost.

(7) Burston, 1. 3.12.90
Stewart, C. 3.12.90
McGay, K. 3.12.90
Baldwin, W. 3.12.90
James, D. 3.12.90
Brown, P. 3.12.90
Sullivan, A. 3.12.90
Biggs, W. 3.12.90
Finlayson, K. 3.12.92

GREAT SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ADVISORY BOARD -
CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP

1966. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Great Southern Development Authority

Advisory Board?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Great Southern Development

Authority Advisory Board?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appoin ted?
Mr COWAN replied:
(I) Mr Ken Pech, who is the deputy chairman of the GSDA hoard, is the

chairman of the OSDA advisory committee.
(2) The term of the chairman of the advisory committee is from I January

1993 to 31 December 1994.
(3) The advisory committee members are -

Nominated by
Mr Ken Pech (chair) GSDA Board
Ms Jan Nekel (deputy chair) Shire of Denmark
Mr Graham Davies WA Farmers Federation
Mr Colin Bales Town of Albany
Mr Philip Marshall Rainbow Coast Horticulcuralists Inc
Ms Anne Spencer CWA
Mrs Edith White Shire of Tamnbellup
Mr Martin van Koldenhoven Shire of Katanning
Mr Colin Ayres Shire of Albany
Ms Annette McGready Great Southern Grape Growers

Association
Mr Bruce Manning Albany Business Centre
Mr Rob White Shire of Katanning
Mr Gordon Adams Shire of Kojonup
Mrs Glenyse Garnett Shire of Jern~ungup
Mr Alex Morrison Self
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(4) The terms of the present members will run to April 1994, when the new
Act is expected to come into effect.

(5) See nominating bodies in (3).
(6) The remuneration paid to members is $73 for a half day and $108 for a

full day plus travel allowance where appropriate. As the chairman of the
board he is not paid a special remuneration. As deputy chairman of die
board, Mr Pech is paid a remuneration of $3 750 per annum and $300 for
office expenses.

(7) The advisory members were
Mr Ken Pech (chair)
Ms Jan Nekel (deputy chair)
Mr Graham Davies
Mr Colin Bales
Mr Philip Marshall
Ms Anne Spencer
Mrs Edith White
Mr Martin van Koldenhoven
Mr Colin Ayres
Ms Annette McGready
Mr Bruce Manning
Mr Rob White
Mr Gordon Adams
Mrs Glenyse Garnett
Mr Alex Morrison

first appointed as follows -
I January 1992
1 January 1987
1 January 1992
1 January 1992
1 January 1991
1 January 1989
1 January 1993
1 January 1993
1 January 1993
1 January 1993
1 January 1994
1 January 1994
1 January 1994
1 January 1994
1 January 1994

GREAT SOUTHERN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD
MEMBERSHIP

1967. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Great Southern Development Authority

Board?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Great Southern Development

Authority Board?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) 'When was each member first appointed?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1) Mr John Simpson is the chairman of the GSDA board.
(2) The term of the chairman of the board is from 1 October 1993 to 30

September 1995. However, the new Act - the repeal of the GSDA Act -
requires nominations to be called for all GSDC board positions.

(3)-(4) The board members are -
Ink Appmt

Mr John Simpson (Chair) 1.10.93
Mr Ken Pech (Deputy Chair) 1.10.89
Mr Ian Baird 11.6.90
Mr Doug Stoney 1.10.93
Mrs Jan Savage 1.10.93
Mr Stephen Yule (Director ex officio)
(Plus one vacancy)

Terms of Appmt.
1.10.93 - 30.9.95
1.10.92 - 30.9.94
1.10.92 - 30.9.94
1.10.93 - 30.9.95
1.10.93 - 30.9.95

- CHAIRMAN;
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Although the members were appointed for the above terms, their
appointments must terminate following the repeal of the GSDA Act in
April 1994.

(5) All appointments were made by the Minister responsible for the GSDA.
(6) The remuneration paid to members is $73 for a half day and $108 for a

full day and the chairman receives $7 500 per annum remuneration plus an
expense of office allowance of $600 per annum, and the deputy chairman
receives $3 750 pa remuneration plus $300 expense of office allowance
per annum.

(7) Answered by (3) above.
SMALL BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION - CHAIRMAN;

MEMBERSHIP
1968. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Comimerce and Trade:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Small Business Development Corporation?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Small Business Development

Corporation?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr COWAN replied:
(1) Mr Harry Atlas.
(2) Until 31 March 1994.
(3>-(4) Term Ends

Ms Jenni Ballantyne 3 1.3.95
Ms Lee Dillon 3 1.3.94
Mr Greg Johnson 3 1.3.96
Mr Peter Watson 31.3.95
Mr Rod Lane (ex officio) Current position of Managing Director

(5) By respective Ministers.
(6) Chairman $10 600 pa

- Members (excluding CEO) 5 000 pa
(7) First appointed - Mr Harry Atlas 1.11.85

Ms Jenni Ballantyne 2.2.93
Ms Lee Dillon 14.2.89
Mr Greg Johnson 27.4.92
Mr Peter Watson 1.11.85
Mr Rod Lane 10.4.86
(ex officio)

NATIONAL TRUST OF AUSTRALIA (WA) - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2001. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Heritage:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the National Trust of Australia (WA)?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the Chairman?
(3) Who are the Committee Members of the National Trust of Austraia

(WA)?
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(4) What are the trns of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the Chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr LEWIS replied:
(1) Mr MichaI Lewi.
(2) Annual appointment, expires on 2 November 1994.
(3) (i) Appointed Councillors First Appointed

Mr Tan Baxter 1988
Prof Norman Echerington 1992
Mr Ron Bodycoat 1994
Mr Rob McK. Campbell 1985
Dr Jonathon Dodd 1992
Mrs Barbara Kelly 1993
Mr Clive Robertson 1984
Mr Terry McVeigh 1988

(ii) Elected Councillors First Appointed
Mr Harry Sorenson 1991
Mrs Delys Forrest 1990
Mr Frank Montgomery 1974
Mrs Judy Hughes 1988
Mr Robert Mitchell 1993
Mr Michal Lewi 1982
Mr Brian Wills-Johnson 1990
Ms Carole Ciermak 1992
Mr Michael Culliry 1977
Mr Ian Kelly 1991
Dr Brian O'Brien 1987
Dr Avril O'Brien 1992
Dr John Reid 1993
Dr Jenny Gregory 1993
Mrs Robyn Taylor 1993
Mr ichael Jardine 1993

(4) (i) Appointed councillors - term of appointment for three years.
(ii) Elected councillors - term of appointment for three years.

(5) Appointed Councillors Nominated
Mr Ian Baxter Premier and Treasurer of Western Australia
Prof Norman Echerington Senate of University of Western Australia
Mr Ron Bodycoat Royal WA Historical Society
Mr Rob McK. Campbell Royal Australian Institute of Architects

(WA Chapter)
Dr Jonathon Dodd Royal Society of Western Australia
Mrs Barbara Kelly Country Womens Association
Mr Clive Robertson The Tree Society
Vacancy Local Government
Mr Terry McVeigh WA Tourism Commission
Elected Councillors
Nominated and elected by membership of die National Tist of Australi
(WA).

(6) None.
(7) See answer to (3).
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2002. Mr

(1)
(2)

(3)
(4)
(5)
(6)
(7)
Mr
(1)
(2)
(3)

ABORIGINAL HOUSING BOARD - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
GRAHAM to the Minister for Housing:

Who is the Chairman of the Aboriginal Housing Board?
What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
Who are the committee members of the Aboriginal Housing Board?
What ar the terms of appointment of each member?
By whom was each person nominated?
What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
When was each member first appointed?

PRINCE replied:
Marian Kickeit.
Three years to expire June 1995.
Kimberley Michael Corpus
East Pilbara Pamela Walsh
West Pilbara Dianne Taylor
Murchison Ron Simpson
Eastern Goldfields Brian Champion
Great Southern Vacant due to recent - January 1994 - lath

of Syd Penny
(4) Three years.
(5) Aboriginal Housing Board.
(6) Brian Champion - sitting fees in accordance with Salaries and Allowances

Tribunal.
Michael Corpus - sitting fees in accordance with Salaries and Allowances
Tribunal.
Other members are employed with Government agencies and no fees are
applicable.

(7) Chairperson appointed in May 1990.
Pamela Walsh and Dianne Taylor May 1990.
Ron Simpson and Brian Champion August 1990.
Michael Corpus October 1992.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES HOUSING AUTHORITY - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2003. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Housing:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Government Employees Housing Authority?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Government Employees Housing

Authority?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Mrs Helen Rosemary Stewart.
(2) Indefinite.
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(3) Mr Graeme Rolfe from Treasury.
Mr Bruce Lyons from the Education Department.
Mr John Coles from Homeswest.
Mr Eric Wood from the Police Department.
Mr Peter Quinn from the State School Teachers Union.
Mr Patrick Stingemore from the Police Union.
The eighth position available on the Government Employment Employees
Housing Authority Board for the Civil Service Association is currently
vacant

(4) All appointments are for indefinite terms.
(5) Ihe Minister for Housing nominated the chairperson in 1990. All other

positions are nominated in accordance with the Governiment Employees
Housing Act by the Chief Executive Officer of the organisation.

(6) Only the chairperson is remunerated; that being $7 500 per annum plus
expenses of $600 per annum.

(7) Appointed
Mrs Stewart 23.7.90
Mr Rolfe 16.8.82
Mr Lyons 28.5.93
Mr Coles 5.7.90
Mr Wood 5.7.90
Mr Quinn 24.7.90
Mr Stingemore 22.4.88

RURAL HOUSING AUTHORITY - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2004. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Housing:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Rural Housing Authority?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Rural Housing Authority?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr PRINCE replied:
(1) Mr Stanley Waiter Parks.
(2) For three years or until such time as the Rural Housing Authority is

absorbed into Homeswest, whichever is shorter.
(3) Mr Stanley Walter Parks

Mrs Shirley Grace Thorn
Mr Ernest John Fairbairn Moore
Mr Robin Geoffrey Lynch
Mr A.C.G. Harris - deputy to Mr E.J.F. Moore.
Mr A.V. Rose - deputy to R.G. Lynch.

(4) Mr Parks -
For three years or until such time as the Rural Housing Authority is
absorbed into Homeswest, whichever is shorter.
Mrs Thorn -
For a period of three years from 1 September 1993 or until such time as
the Rural Housing Authority is absorbed within Homeswest if earlier.
Mr Moore -
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For a period of three years from 22 June 1993 or until such time as the
Rural Housing Authority is absorbed within Homeswest if earlier.
Mr Lynch -
"No specific term".

(5) Mr Parks Minister for Housing
Mrs Thorn Minister for Housing
Mr Moore Minister for Housing
Mr Lynch The Treasurer

(6) Mr Parks
As set by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal - chairman B2 rate of
$4 500 pa plus an expense allowance of $600 pa. Paid on a monthly basis.
Mrs Thorn
As set by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal - attendance at meeting
$73 per half day or $108 for a full day plus travel and accommodation
allowances. (Mrs Thorn lives near Bruce Rock).
Mr Moore
As set by the Salaries and Allowances Tribunal - attendance at meeting
$73 per half day or $108 for a full day.
Mr Lynch
No fees payable as he is a Public Service officer.

(7) Mr Parks 22.12.92
Mrs Thorn 1.9.84
Mr Moore 7.6.86
Mr Lynch 1.12.86

AIRCRAIFT TRADES ADVISORY COMMITITEE - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2005. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Aircraft Trades Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Aircraft Trades Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7)

Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it
was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

BAKING AND PASTRY COOKING TRADES ADVISORY COMMITTEE -
CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP

2006. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Baking and Pastry Cooking Trades Advisory

Committee?
(2) What is the termi of the appointment of the chairman?
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(3) Who are the committee members of the Baking and Pastry Coking
Trades Advisory Committee?

(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply

Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it
was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

BOARD OF REFERENCE (LONG SERVICE LEAVE ACT 1958) - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2007. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Labour Relations:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Board of Reference (Long Service Leave Act

1958)?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Board of Reference (Long Service

Leave Act 1958)?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr KIERATHi replied:
(1) There ame three nominated chairpersons -

Mr J. Carrigg, Registrar.
Mr T, Pope, Deputy Registrar.
Mr G. Yewers, Deputy Registra.

(2) There is no specified term for appointment of chairperson under the Long
Service Leave Act.

(3) Mr L. Beech and Mr D. Jones - members.
Mr W. Latter and Mr J. Uphill - deputy members.

(4) There is no specified term of appointment for members under the Long
Service Leave Act.

(5) The chairperson is appointed by the Western Australian Industrial
Relations Commission. Mr Beech and Mr Latter were nominated by the
Trades and Labor Council. Mr Jones and Mr Uphill were employer
nominations-

(6) No remuneration is paid to the members or the chairperson.
(7) Mr Carrigg - 5 April 1989.

Mr Pope - 25 November 1987.
Mr Yewers -26 June 1991.
Mr Beech - 2 February 1988.
Mr Latter - 2 February 1988.
Mr Jones - 30 January 1985.
Mr Uphill -9 September 1988.
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BOILERMAKING TRADES ADVISORY COMMITEE - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2008. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Boilermaking Trades Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the termi of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Boilermaking Trades Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointc2 u
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicabic. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

CARPENTRY AND JOINERY ADVISORY COMMIT-ME - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2009. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chaman of' the Carpentry and Joinery' Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Carpentry and Joinery Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

COOKING TRADES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2010. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Cooking Trades Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Cooking Trades Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
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(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

CLOTHING TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2011. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Clothing Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who ar the committee members of the Clothing Trade Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

COPPERSMJTHING TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2012. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Coppersmithing Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Coppersmithing Trade Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member First appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

DENTAL TECHNICIAN TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2013. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Dental Technician Trade Advisory

Committee?
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(2) What is ihe term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Dental Technician Trade

Advisory Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By wham was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

El ECTRICAL TRADES ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2014. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of die Electrical Trades Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Electrical Trades Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided die following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

ELECTRONIC SERVICING TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2015. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is die Chairman of the Electronic Servicing Trade Advisory

Committee?
(2) What is die term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Electronic Servicing Trade

Advisory Committee?
(4) What are the ternms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
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(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it
was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

FARMING TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2016. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Fanning Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Farming Trade Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

FLOOR COVERING TRADE ADVISORY COMMITITEE - CHAIRMAN;
MiEMB ERSI[P

2017. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Floor Covering Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairm an?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Floor Covering Trade Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(I)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
council.

FOOTWEAR TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2018. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Footwear Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Footwear Trade Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
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(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

FURNITURE TRADE ADVISORY CQMMI'TE - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2019. Mr GRAHAM io the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Furniture Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Furniture Trade Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it

was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.

GOVERNMENT SCHOOL TEACHERS TRIBUNAL - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2020. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Labour Relations:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Government School Teachers Tribunal?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Government School Teachers

Tribunal?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr KIBRATH replied:
(1) Dr S.A. Kennedy.
(2) Period not exceeding two years. Chairperson is eligible for

reappointment. Current term 10 August 1992 - 10 August 1994.
(3) Dr N.F. Reeves - Education Department member.

Mr RiJ. Pollard - State School Teachers Union member.
(4) Both appointed from 10 November 1992 - 10 November 1994.
(5) Dr. S.A. Kennedy - appointed by the Chief Commissioner Western

Australian Industrial Relations Commission.
Dr NP. Reeves - nominated by the Minister for Education and appointed
by the Governor.
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Mr R.J. Pollard - nominated by the State School Teachers Union and
appointed by the Governor.

(6) Dr Kennedy receives no additional remuneration as chairperson.
Neither Dr Reeves nor Mr Pollard receives any additional remuneration
for attending to tribunal duties.

(7) Dr Kennedy was first appointed on 10 August 1990.
Dr Reeves was first appointed on 1 August 1988.
Ms Pollard was first appointed on 10 November 1992.

HAIRDRESSERS REGISTRATION BOARD - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2021. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Hairdressers Registration Board?
(2) What is the ternm of the appointment of the chairmnan?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Hairdressers Registration Board?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUJBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply
(1) Ms Ralph Dawson, Assistant Director (College Services) North

Metropolitan College of TAFE.
(2) Twelve months1 expiring on 31 December 1994.
(3) Gail Louise Wright Hairdresser Member

John Aquila Hairdresser Deputy member
Giovanni Salvatore Caminiti Hairdresser Member
Robert Georgio Ragni Hairdresser Deputy member
Patricia Young Hairdresser Member
Antony Martin Hairdresser Deputy member
Norma Mary Roberts Hairdresser Member
Paula Naree Lucich Hairdresser Deputy member

(4) Twelve months, expiring on 31 December 1994.
(5) The chairman is nominated by the State Government. The other

members are nominated as follows -
The Master Ladies Hairdressers Association - Gail Wright, John
Aquila.
The Master Gents Hairdressers Association - Giovanni Carniniti,
Robert Ragni.
The WA Hairdressers and Wigmakers Employees Union of
Workers - Patricia Young, Antony Martin, Norma Roberts, Paula
Lucich.

(6) The chairman receives $97 per meeting and members receive $73
for each meeting of the board they attend. The board meets on
avenage I11 times each year. The fees allocated by the Hairdressers
Registration Board for the chairman's attendances are paid into the
State consolidated revenue fund.

(7) Hfis Excellency the Governor in Executive Council approved the
appointment of current members on 10 January 1994. Individual
members have participated for varying periods on the board. The
details are as follows -
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First Appointment Years on Board
Ralph Dawson 1987 6
Gail Wright 1994
John Aquila 1981 10
Giovanni Caminiti 1990 3
Robert Ragni 1992 1
Patricia Young 1987 6
Antony Martin 1987 6
Norma Roberts 1978 9
Paula Lucich 1992 1

HAIRDRESSING TRADE ADVISORY CQMMITEE - CHAIRMAN;

MEMBERSHIP
2022. 1r GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for

Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Hairdressing Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Hairdressing Trade Advisory

Council?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since its
functions were subsumed under the Skills Standards and
Accreditation Board.

HORTICULTURE TRADE ADVISORY COMMITTEE - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2023. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Horticulture Trade Advisory Committee?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who axe the committee members of the Horticulture Trade Advisory

Committee?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since it
was replaced by the relevant Industry Employment and Training
Council.
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INDUSTRIAL TRAINING ADVISORY COUNCIL - CHAIRMAN;
MEMBERSHIP

2024. Mr GRAHAM to the Parliamentary Secretary representing the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who is the Chairman of the Industrial Training Advisory Council?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the industrial Training Advisory

Council?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr TUBBY replied:

The Minister for Education has provided the following reply -

(1)-(7) Not applicable. This committee has not been in existence since its
functions were subsumed under the Kills Standards and
Accreditation Board.

LABOUR RELATIONS BOARD - CHAIRMAN; MEMBERSHIP
2025. Mr GRAHAM to the Minister for Labour Relations:

(1) Who is the Chairman of the Labour Relations Board?
(2) What is the term of the appointment of the chairman?
(3) Who are the committee members of the Labour Relations Board?
(4) What are the terms of appointment of each member?
(5) By whom was each person nominated?
(6) What remuneration was paid to each member and the chairman?
(7) When was each member first appointed?
Mr KIERATH replied:

I am advised that there is no board called the labour relations board.
EXMOUTH TRUST FUND - MONEY HELD, AMOUNTS CREDITED AND

EXPENDED
Applications, Successful and Unsuccessful

2035. Mr LEAH-Y to the Minister for Commerce and Trade:
Can the Minister advise the following details in respect to the Exmouth
Trust Fund -
(a) how much money is presently held in the fund;
(b) what additional amounts will be credited to the fund up to the end

of this financial year (1993-94);
(c) how much money has been expended from the fund since its

inception;
(d) what applications have been successful since February 1993;
(e) what applications have been unsuccessful since February 1993?

Mr COWAN replied:
(a) $656 035 is presently held in the Exmouth trust fund.
(b) None.
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(c) $993 965 has been expended from the Exmouth trust fund since its
inception.

(di) Shire of Exmouth Upgrade to B undegi jetty
Shire of Exmouth Purchase and refurbishment of prohibited area

building for shire offices. Upgrade old shire
premises -for community use.

Shine of Exmnouth Project design and estimates.
Shire of Exmouth Town planning scheme.
Shine of Exmouth Upgrade to community hall.
Shire of Exmouth Community loan funds.
Shire of Exmouth Tourist Bureau.
Exmouth High School Shaded area.
Exmnouth High School Marine environmental studies course.
Exmouth Sea Search
and Rescue Group Dedicated rescue vessei.

(e) As was the practice under the former Labor Government, all applications
to the Exmouth trust fund are accorded confidentiality. It would not be
appropriate to release details of unsuccessful applicants in this manner.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

SEWERAGE TAX - REVENUE SURPLUS FUNDS
560. Mr TAYLOR to the Premier:

I refer the Premier to the Government's increases in taxes, fees and fines
revenue of 13 per cent this financial year. which excludes a windfall gain
of about $lS0m from the sale of the State Government Insurance Office. I
ask -

(1) Is it not true that the enormous revenue gain could be partly
devoted to the Government's avowed need for $15m a year for
sewerage infill as well as to the continued reduction of the debt
burden, which began during the Lawrence Labor Government, to
achieve the AAA rating comfortably within a couple of years?

(2) Will he give an undertaking to use the unexpected revenue gains
responsibly and not unnecessarily punish ordinary Western
Australian families and businesses by imposing additional taxes on
them, such as the proposed sewerage tax and sewerage connection
fee?

Mr COURT replied:
(l)-(2) I thank the Leader of the Opposition for the totally unexpected question.

The surplus revenues that the State is receiving and has received are the
result of good financial management.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: When the statement went out yesterday, what was the fr thing the

Opposition said? Opposition members said, "Spend it here; spend it there;
spend it everywhere." They could not help themselves.

A& Taylor: They said not to tax the community.
Mr COURT: In case members opposite do nor know, there is a budgeted -

Mr Taylor: You are a high taxing Government with substantial increases in taxes.
Mr COURT: Does the Leader of the Opposition want the answer to the question?
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Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Fremantle will come to order.
Mr COURT: What a lacklustre performance by members of the Opposition! The

Leader of the Opposition has been in the Parliament for two hours and has
shown the most complete lack of discipline -

Mr Taylor: You will not enjoy one minute of the next three years, I can tell you
that. If this is the standard of your Government, you are going downhill
fast.

Mr McGinty: Get a Leader of the Government who can perform.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: The member for Kalgoorlie has been the Leader of the Opposition

in this Parliament for two hours. He has nearly been thrown out. He has
shown absolutely no discipiine. and nor have ocher Opposition members.
The behaviour of the Leader of the Opposition in the past two hours -

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! I formally call to order the member for Fremantle, not

because of the interjection but because he is continuing to interject when I
call the House to order and get to my feet. He must stop speaking when I
am on my feet; that is simple. There are too many interjections. The
Leader of the Opposition made a somewhat lengthy interjection about
which I did not comment. However, other Opposition members want to
extend the interjection. That is intolerable. I ask members to reduce the
level of interjection.

Mr COURT: During the 1980s the former Labor Government had record revenue
collections flowing into the coffers. What did it do with them? What was
its track record? An amount of $1.5m went down the gurgier. The then
Government spent the money and when the money ran out, it borrowed
more money. The previous Government treated taxpayers' money like
confetti.

Mr Taylor interjected.
Mr COURT: Will the Leader of the Opposition listen to the answer?
The SPEAKER: Order! I call on the Leader of the Opposition.
Mr COURT: The then Government had a Bankcard mentality. Yesterday we

made an announcement about revenue flows and the first thing the
Opposition wants to do is spend, spend, spend.

Mr Ripper: The first thing we want to do is to stop your tax increases.
Mr COURT: What tax increases were there last year?
Mr Ripper: The sewerage tax increases that you are proposing.
Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr Taylor: I will give you a list if you like.
The SPEAKER: Order! The Leader of the Opposition has been interjecting

excessively. He has formally been called to order twice. I am very loath
to call him to order but he seems to be in a very fine mood for interjecting.
Could I ask him to cease his lengthy interjections? I cannot tolerate them,
and his colleagues are adding to his interjections as well. The
interjections that have been occurring are intolerable. Simply put; we wHi
not be able to cover the number of questions that we would like to, if the
inteijections continue.

I H
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Mr COURT: In case the Leader of the Opposition does not know, one tax went
up last year - the tobacco tax. If the Opposition wants to know about
electricity charges and some of the water charges going down, we would
be only too happy to talk about it. Let us not beat about the bush: When
in Government the Labor Party had record revenue collections and were
lousy financial managers. All we got was debt going through the roof.
Our Budget in this financial year has taken into account a deficit in excess
of $200m. If we can bring that down by $100m because the revenues
have gone up, that is exactly what we will do.
Let us talk about this environmental levy, the sewerage tax, that members
of the Opposition have been gibbering about. The comments of the
Leader of the Opposition about infill sewerage are an absolute joke. His
electorate has a large area that has no deep sewerage.

Mr Taylor: You have not got the money to do it.

Mr COURT: The previous Government did nothing about it. It had $1.5b that
would have paid for the project twice. Do members know how much the
then Government spent on infill sewerage every year? The previous
Government spent $13m a year -a petty cash exercise - to try to solve a
problem that will cost $800m. Today members heard a major energy
announcement; we are going to give the Opposition a major energy
announcement every week. The Opposition will have to cop a major
energy initiative from this Government every week.
When it comes to infill sewerage, this Government will put together a
finance package which will lift funding from the previous Government's
miserable $13m a year to $70m a year; over a 10 year period we will get
rid of that problem. It is no secret that in our budgeting we are $20m short
of the $70m a year. Yes, we are trying to get assistance from the Federal
Government and, yes, we are being knocked back. When we are told on
Friday how much money we will get from the Federal Government for the
next year we will come back and look at our budgetary situation and in a
responsible way we will work out how we can fund that.

Mir Taylor: You have already made up your mind.
Mr COURT: The environmental levy.-
Mr Taylor: It is a sewerage tax!
Mr COURT: - or sewerage tax, whatever the Leader of the Opposition wants to

call it, is our last resort. The Opposition will have to face up to the fact
that we are prepared to use the taxpayers' money on worthwhile projects
and not throw it down the drain as the Labor Government did for 10 years.

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS LEGISLATION - CLOSED SHOP, ILLEGAL
ACTIVITY, OPPOSITION'S COMMENTS

561. Mr MARSHALL to the Minister for Labour Relations:
In keeping with today's mood, I ask whether the Minister is aware of any
members of this Parliament who are condoning and supporting those who
wilfully flout the law to the detriment of the citizens of Western Australia.

Mr KIERATH replied:
Members will be aware that our policy is to abolish no ticket-no start, and
we made it plain that we would not tolerate it on any sites in this State,
especially building sites. Members will know that it has been against the
law for a number of years to have a closed shop, but when the Labor Party
was in power it never enforced the law. It chose to ignore that section of
the Act. We gave undertakings that we would uphold the law. We want
to be known as a Government of the law. Decent people would not
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comnplain about a Government initiative to try to stop bullying, threats and
intimidation, but sadly I cannot say thar about the Opposition in this case.
Sadly, the member for Peel on 21 March -

Point of Order
Mr M. BARNETrT: Ar the commencement of the Minister's reply he indicated

that it was possible that an illegal or improper act bad been undertaken by
a member of this place. He has now attempted to name a specific member
as having adopted that practice. I believe that to be contrary to standing
orders. If he wants to take any action or make any statement about
improper practice by a member of this House he must do so by way of
substantive motion and not rake the cowardly cover of the answer to a
question.

The SPEAKER: If the Minister were to take the course of action the member has
outlined and state that a member of this House had behaved in an
improper way, clearly he must do that by way of substantive motion. I
had nor gathered that that was what he was doing, but I will listen
carefully to what he has to say.

Questions without Notice Resumed
Mr KIERATH: That is not what I have done. For the benefit of members I will

read what was reported in the Kalgoorlie Miner of 21 March. Obviously
the Opposition spokesman was prepared to vent his comments in the
public arena for all to see, read and hear. It seems that some members are
rather sensitive. The article was headed "Campaign to hit building closed
shops" and it outlined the Government's approach to try to abolish the
closed shop and ensure that people obey the law. At the end of the article
it stared -

Opposition labour relations spokesman, Norm Marlborough
described the campaign as a waste of taxpayers' money and said
unions and employers had, and would continue, to ignore the
legislation.

I do not have to stand by those comments; some other member of this
House made those comments. All I am trying to do is explain that the
legislation was proclaimed on I December last year. Itris clearly illegal to
run a closed shop Or to endorse or encourage anyone to run a closed shop.
That is what I was trying to bring to the attention of members opposite.
I can understand the Leader of the Opposition's dilemma when he handed
out his portfolios because he had within his ranks a couple of people who
could stake a major claim to labour relations. He had the likes of the
member for Fremantle and the member for Morley, a former Secrtary of
the Trades and Labor Council. Did he choose the first string, or the
second string? No, he chose the member for Peel. That shows what the
Labor Party thinks about the issue of labour. It once stood for labour
relations issues but it has abandoned them.

POWER STATIONS - GAS FIRED, BHiP PETROLEUM PROPOSAL
300 MW Project, Details

562. Mr THOMAS to the Minister for Energy:
With reference to the report in the The Australian Finanacial Review of 21
March 1994 that BHiP Petroleum is considering the construction of a 300
mnegawatt gas fired power station, presumably as part of the south west
interconnected grid, and a report in the Sunday Times of 13 March 1994
that the Stare Energy Commission of Western Australia is considering an
extension of 450 MW to its own gas fired generating capacity -
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(1) Is the Government considering an extension to the State's gas fired
generating capacity of the order of 300 MW or more?

(2) If yes, how does the Ministcer reconcile this with the Government's
abandonment of a 600 MW coal fired power station at Collie in
favour of a 300 MW power station?

(3) Will the details of the 300 MW project be announced by the end of
this month?

Mr C.. BARNEI replied:
(1) BHiP Petroleum has a proposal to produce electricity for sale into the grid.

No formal approach has been made to me as yet. A number of proposals
are around, indeed, Compact Steel has a proposal, BP at Kwinana refinery
has a proposal and no doubt others are out there. However, no
undertaking has been made to enter into any sort of agreement with BHP
Petroleum. The reality is that it has gas and it wants to use it to produce
electricity and sell it, but at the moment it does not have the custom. That
is why I ain doing a lot of work to free up the market.

(2) As for the Pinjar power station, SEC WA is going through the process of
seeking environmental approvals to see what is Pinjar's ultimate capacity.
No decision has been made to commit to extra capacity at Pinjar, but
because of the sensitivity of emission levels SECWA is simply trying to
determine what is the total long term capacity there. That is all that is
happening.

(3) As everyone should be aware, it takes four years to build a coal fired
power station. In the intervening period before that comes on stream there
will be extra gas capacity. That was always on the program and would
have been the case no matter what was built at Collie. There will be extra
gas capacity after the 300 MW station is built. At the moment it is
proposed that there should be roughly 200 MW of capacity; from memory
that will occur in the years 1996 and 1997. What is not determined is the
form that will take. A number of options are available. One option can be
extra gas generating capacity at Pinjar. A second option can be to
combine cycle that. A third option can be a cogeneration project with BP.
A fourth option is a cogeneration project, if Compact Steel ever gets off
the mark. One of the advantages gas has over coal is the short lead time to
commit, and therefore flexibility. It will be the case that before the end of
the decade we will have significant additions in capacity in both coal and
gas, and that always has been the case.

FIRES - ARSONISTS, APPREHENSION ACTION
563. Mr OSBORNE to the Minister for Police:

What action does the Government intend taking to help with the
apprehension of the arsonist or arsonists responsible for the extraordinarily
high number of fures throughout the Stare during this fire season?

Mr WIESE replied:
I assure the House that the Government has acted in this area. Despite all
the efforts of the police and the fire services, no-one has been
apprehended for deliberately lighting any fires round the metropolitan
area. It is estimated that over the past 10 weeks the fire services have
attended almost 1 900 fires, which it is suspected were deliberately lit. I
do not think any member in this House would not be horrified by that sort
of information. The latest incidents two weekends ago at Bickley, Cannel
and Walliston were the worst so far this year. Three major fires in that
area caused damage estimated at almost $lm. It is clear to the
Government that the offer of an incentive could help to find the people
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responsible for these fires. Cabinet has agreed that a reward of $25 000
should be posted for information leading to the arrest and conviction of
persons responsible for deliberately lighting illegal fires in Western
Australia.
It has also been decided that a pardon will be extended to any person who
is not directly involved in the act of arson and who gives sufficient
information leading to a conviction in this matter. The State Government
reward is in addition to the existing reward by the Insurance Council of
Australia Ltd of $25 000 offered for information about acts of arson on
property insured by its member companies. It is my strong belief that
arson is one of the most despicable acts that can be undertaken. It causes
wanton and indiscriminate destruction and its perpetrators must be
apprehended. I hope that the offer of this reward will go some way to
helping achieve apprehension of the people responsible.

COLLIE POWER STATION PROJECT - 300 MW DECISION
564. Mr GRILL to the Minister for Energy:

I refer to the Minister's decision to proceed with a 300 MW toy coal fired
power station at Collie without going to tender and ask -
(1) How can that decision be justified in view of the fact that die

demand increase projection of two to three per cent made early last
year by the State Energy Commission of Western Australia was
shown by actual usage figures to be 6.5 per cent over the
intervening period - a vast underestimate?

(2) Is the Minister aware of the statement made by the Deputy Premier
on the Howard Sattler program on 6PR on 17 February 1994 that
provided the Government can see growth rates or demand for
power running at six per cent, it will consider additional power for
the future?

(3) How does the Minister reconcile his position with that of the
Deputy Premier?

(4) How does the Minister's more recent statement just a few minutes
ago - that there will be 200 MW of demand not catered for
between 1996 and 1998 - sit with his decision to put off the
construction of the power station until 1998?

Mr C.. BARNETT' replied:
(1)-(4) The member for Eyre referred to the 300 MW station as a toy power

station. Members may be interested to know -

Mr Taylor: Tell us how big it is. Is it higher than a tall building?
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr C.J. BARNETT': Members opposite really are a joke today. The boiler house

on the power station will be in the order of 20 to 25 storeys high. It will
cover an area the size of Subiaco oval; that is hardly a toy.

Mr Taylor: It is 300 MW!
Mr CJ. BARNETT: It will be the largest public sector funded project in Western

Australia in the 1990s.
Several members interjected.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I often wonder what is the point of trying to answer a

question with this crowd. The economy in this State is coming out of a
deep recession. It has accelerated quickly. The growth rate over the past
year for electricity demand was 6.5 per cent. To SECWA's best ability
the forecast is for a growth rate of around 4.5 per cent during the
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remainder of the decade. Under this Government major new
developments will not necessarily all be within the area of the southwest
grid. The Government's policy, as will become evident, is very much to
promote development in the goldfields, which would appeal to the Leader
of the Opposition, and also in the Pilbara. The Government hopes to see a
lot of independent power generation occurring in that region.
The Opposition claims there will be an extra 200 MW; however, there has
always been an intention to bring on extra gas capacity. It would have
happened no matter when a commitment to build a 300 MW or 600 MW
power station at Collie was made. Gas capacity had to be brought on in
the meantime for the simple fact that it takes at least four years to build a
coal fired power station. That was always going to happen: It happened
in the August 1993 decision and it is present now. The comment made by
the Deputy Premier is fine. The Deputy Premier has always been bullish
about the growth in demand in the south west of the State. There is no
tension between us. I have absolutely no problem with the Deputy
Premier expressing his view.
Members opposite are all gung-ho about a 600 MW power station. There
are two problems with it: Firstly, how will it be funded? The private
sector could not fund it. That is why it took the Opposition four years to
deal with it, and it still did not get a result. Secondly, if it were funded
through SECWA, State debt would increase by $800m. The Government
is not about increasing State debt. Additionally, if the Government went
ahead with that proposition, it would kill off any prospect of compact steel
that the Opposition wanted to fund. The name of the game in power
generation is to add base load capacity. This power station will produce
cheap electricity at under five cents a unit; unlike the Opposition's
proposal which went to eight cents a unit. It will be the cheapest power in
Western Australia. The Opposition's proposal failed for two reasons:
Firstly, the economics were wrong; and secondly, it was just plain
incompetence on the part of the Opposition.

LAW AND ORDER - GOVERNMENT INITIATIVES
565. Mrs van de KLASHORST to the Premier:

The community of Swan Hills, and indeed all Western Australians, are
living in fear of becoming victims of crime. Women, in particular, are
afraid to walk alone at night in their own suburbs. What Government
initiatives will be put in place to restore law and aider to the citizens of
Western Australia?

Mr COURT replied:
I take this opportunity to ask whether the Leader of the Opposition will
support the proposals the Government is implementing. Perhaps I will list
some of them.

Mr Taylor: You asked the question; are you going to let me answer?
Mr COURT: I will tell the Opposition what the Government is doing and the

Leader of the Opposition can tell me whether he supports it.
Mr Taylor- If you think we are going to support capital punishment in Western

Australia, you are wrong. If you think we are going to support some
former leader of a totalitarian regime in Singapore coming to Western
Australia and telling us how we should run law and order, you are wrong.
If you think I am going to join with you, right throughout this nation and
internationally, castigating the young people of this State and putting them
into the basket of being lawless, you are wrong, because you are on the
wrong track. You will find out in relation to law and order that you
should be delivering the extra police officers you promised over a year
ago.
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The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr COURT: The Government is taking the following initiatives: Closing the

revolving door chat allows juvenile offenders who are released on bail to
commit more offences; introducing legislation for longer sentences for
murder and wilful murder; introducing tougher penalties for offenders
involved in repeat violence and serious crimes - for example, armed
robbery and assault - against public officers, such as the police; giving
more consideration to the victims of crime, including a support unit in the
electorate of the Leader of the Opposition; and establishing work camps to
assist juvenile offenders in turning around their behaviour. Does the
Opposition support any of chose proposals? The answer is that the
Opposition does not. Last week the Opposition was in absolute chaos
over the law and order issue. It did not know whether or not to support the
work camp initiatives. The Opposition did not know whether it should
support the increased penalties for violent assaults against public officers.
The Opposition asks when the Government will provide resources for the
Police Force. The Leader of the Opposition stood in front of the Mt
Hawthorn police station and said that it used to have two cars and it now
has only one.

Mr Taylor: I did not say that.
Mir COURT: Who took one car away? The Labor Government. If the previous

Government had not taken the second car, that police station would still
have two cars. The resources the previous Government supplied to the
Police Force were an absolute disgrace. The McCarrey report states that
staff were operating with two or three to a desk, and former cells were
used as change mooms and tearooms.

Several members interjected.
The SPEAKER: Order! The member for Balcatta has been inteijecting

throughout this question. I know it relates co a policy area for which he is
responsible but chat does not allow him to interject in that way.

Mr COURT: The report also states that typing was sent from one police station to
another because three stations had no space for a typist. These amt the
resources the previous Government provided to the Police Force. This
Government is trying to ensure not only that more police are employed but
also that they are given some resources with which to carry out their
responsibilities.

ASEA BROWN BOVERI PTY LTD - 300 MW POWER STATION, LEGAL
ACTION

566. Dr GALLOP to the Minister for Energy:
(1) Does the Minister acknowledge that last year he explicitly denied that

legal action was being contemplated by Asea Brown Boveri Pty Ltd when
it lost its mandate to build, own and operate a 600 megawatt power
station, or that such a possibility motivated the Government in its decision
not to go to tender on its own 300 MW project?

(2) Why, then, did he say on ABC Radio during the "Drivetime" program
recently, when responding to Transfield's call for the right to tender, that
the possibility of legal action by AEB meant that the 300 MW project
could not go to tender?

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied:
(1)-(2)

At the time at which the Government made the decision to change the
project from a 600 MW station to a 300 MW station, ABB had a clear
mandate for a 600 MW power station. The advice of SECWA and Crown
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Law was that the Government could make that decision and instruct
SECWA accordingly, which I did as the responsible Minister. At that
stage our legal advice was that there was no mandate and that ABB would
have no legal claim.

Dr Gallop: You said ABB was not contemplating legal action.
Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not recall using those words. Obviously ABB had its

lawyers looking at whether to take action and it went to some lengths
because it was concerned about the Crown Suits Act. Technically its
oppontunity had lapsed but my advice from the Attorney General -

Dr Gallop: You denied to this Parliament that ABE was contemplating it.
Mr C.J. BARNEfl: ABB made it clear the last thing it wanted to do was become

involved in any legal action. I think it probable that had we gone to open
tender at that stage, ABE would have pursued legal action. It was highly
likely. I do not believe on the advice available to me that it would have
succeeded but the difference would have been that, instead of announcing
the project today, we would still be arguing the case in the courts. The
difference between the Opposition and this Government is that we get on
with the job and make decisions. This Government inherited an absolute
mess. We sorted out the mess'and made a decision.


